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Pastoral Letter - September / October 2024

Back to School

As | write this letter the days of summer are coming to an end. There
are just a few days of the summer holidays left before the children go
back to school and begin a new term and a new school year. Whilst
the long summer of sport has not quite run it’s course (the Paralympics
in Paris begin tonight) the cricketers will soon put their equipment
away for the winter in this country and the summer football transfer
window will shut on Friday night with the domestic football season
already well under way for another year.

| trust that you have had a good break and rest through the summer
months from normal term time activity. Now is the time we gear up
for the new term as we face shorter days, longer nights and the
prospect of winter months ahead. There are those going to start
school for the first time, those going into the next year at their current
school, those starting new schools, those going to College or
University, and those having finished their degrees considering what
comes next.

We must not fall into the trap of thinking that the new term just
applies to our children and young people. We all need to be “lifelong
learners”. We are never too old to learn new things. Whatever stage
we are at in our career and life journey there are always new things to
learn. This especially applies when we are older and perhaps have
more time to ponder the real issues of life and to learn. In that sense
we should all be ready to go “back to school”.

Our need to continue to learn is especially important in relation to our
spiritual life.



The first essential, of course, is to ensure that we have spiritual life.
We can only be sure of that if we have confessed our sin and
wrongdoing, against God and others, to God. We need to sincerely ask
God for His forgiveness and pray for the Lord Jesus to be the King of
our life. As we do that He will give us His life within by coming into our
hearts. He promises to do that if we come to Him in repentance and
faith, trusting in the cross of Christ where our sin has been dealt with
and covered by His righteousness. It would be a tragedy if we get to
the end of our lives here and find we have not done that and therefore
cannot look forward with hope to eternal life in heaven with Christ.
Jeremiah the prophet mourned for the people of his day for their
idolatry (worship of foreign gods and idols) and their cry “The harvest
is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!” (Jeremiah 8
verse 20).

Once we have called upon the name of the Lord to be saved from our
sins there begins a lifelong journey as a disciple and follower of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus says to His disciples “Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11 verse 29). We seek each day
to become more like the Lord Jesus and to learn from Him. In doing so
we find spiritual fulfillment and stability despite the difficulties we may
well have to face. God promises to always be with us in this journey as
His Spirit lives within our hearts. We also have ready access to the
“throne of grace” through prayer where we can find mercy and grace
to help in our time of need (Hebrews 4 verse 16).

At the end of his second letter Peter, the apostle and leader of the
early church, encourages all those who have obtained precious faith in
Christ to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3 verse 18). It is his final exhortation and is of
great importance. Each Christian needs to grow not just in knowledge
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of Christ but also in the application of that knowledge to our hearts
that we might be gracious as Christ was and is. That process continues
throughout our Christian lives as we study the Bible and ask God to
transform our lives so that the grace of Christ might be seen more and
more in us. We desire to grow because we have understood how
wonderful and gracious Jesus is and we want to be like Him. That
process of transformation is gradual over time as God works in us.

As a local church we are a body with spiritual gifts that God has given
to us and we seek to use them in His service so that we might “grow
up in all things into Him who is the head - Christ” ( Ephesians 4 v 15).

So as a new term begins let us together go back to school, to learn of
Christ in all the Scriptures, so that we might grow up in Him,
individually and as a church, and use the gifts He gives us gladly and
with zeal in His service and to His glory and praise.

With love in Christ,

Martin Sellens

Prayer points for Mongolia

Dr John Gibbens has joined us on a few occasions in recent weeks prior
to his return back to Mongolia in September. He has been involved in
mission in Mongolia since 1972 and the Bible Society of Mongolia
(BSM) which is independent and based on the 1689 Baptist confession
of faith. He has given us some major points for prayer for Mongolia to
include in this magazine;



Throughout history missions have found Mongolians difficult to
evangelise. By 1971 there were no believers, no churches,
nothing of the Bible available and no missionaries in
“Communist” Mongolia. The first Mongol professed faith in
Christ in 1979. People do not know the Bible and so few who
are seriously interested in the Bible.
There is a major problem in that many missionaries call God
“Burhan”, the word used for Buddha and use Buddhist
terminology for Christianity. It created schism. BSM does not
do that, holding that God is Holy. This needs prayer as
Mongols who refuse to use Buddhist terminology are ostracised
and have no Bible training of any kind available.
The BSM Bible Book Stall at the State-run Book Fair in
Ulaanbaatar, capital of Mongolia takes place 13-15%™
September. Around 200,000 people attended the Fair in May
2024. Each stall advertises its books. The Bible stall advertises
the Bible, explaining it is about God who created all from
nothing, of His laws, sin and the work of Christ. This is done
using videos with sound, which thousands see. Pray that God
will work in people. Pray for many conversations.
BSM published the New Testament in 1990, the Bible in
Mongolian in 2015. It sells copies in Mongolia exclusively
through secular bookshops where the public goes. The high
sales and profits mean shops encourage BSM to have Bible
displays in their shops. It also internationally sells Bibles online.
No financial profit is made. Pray that God will speak to the
hearts of the thousands who have bought Bibles.
BSM does have high quality Bible videos seen on Facebook
which clearly proclaim the Gospel. One video received 186,000
views. Pray for this ministry. Pray God will convict of sin,
causing repentance and saving faith in Christ.



The Love of God the Father

One Sunday morning recently | was reading the account of Jesus’
crucifixion, in preparation for the upcoming Communion service at
church. | would just like to share a few of the thoughts | had as |
pondered the death of the Lord Jesus.

We are created in the image of God. As humans we care about others;
we can be kind, helpful, gentle, self-sacrificing. These qualities reflect
the attributes of God, albeit in a very pale way. When death occurs we
experience feelings of grief, loss, hurt, anger, confusion; God also
knows grief, hurt, anger, and the pain of love.

We often think about the pain that Jesus suffered on the cross — not
only the excruciating physical pain but also the emotional and spiritual
pain of separation from His Father. He felt the entirety of the Father’s
righteous anger and wrath. He felt bereft and alone.

But | wondered, how did the Father feel?

If a human father loses his child (especially if it is in a violent manner)
then he feels devastated, bereft, angry, bitter, full of inexpressible
pain. If someone has killed his child, then he may desire revenge on
the killer; certainly he will want justice to be done.

God the Father saw His Son tortured and nailed to a cross, left there to
suffer every kind of pain and anguish. Surely the Father felt agony —
after all, Jesus was His “beloved Son”, His only-begotten. If the Son felt
the pain of separation from the Father, then surely the Father felt the
pain of separation from the Son. For both of them it was the first (and
only) time they had not been in perfect fellowship with each other.

Of course, the killing of the Lord Jesus on the cross, with its
excruciating pain, was not outside of the Father’s control; He did not
look on helplessly as His Son suffered indescribable agonies.



The prophet Isaiah tells us that “it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He
has put Him to grief.” (Isaiah 53:10) The Father had this in mind from
before the foundation of the world, and worked to bring it about in His
own time and way. But He knew that it would hurt Him as much as it
would His Son. How amazing must the Father’s love be, that He should
choose separation, pain, grief, agony — for Himself as well as for the
Son. How wonderful must the Son’s love be, that He should choose to
go through with this plan. How incredible is our salvation, bought at
such cost!

Oh, that we might appreciate this love more and more; that it would
melt our hearts and draw out ever increasing love from us in return.

Rosemary Hilton
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Graduation

The pictures show Rachel Williams and Hannah Young on their
graduation days having received their degrees from York University
and Edge Hill University in Lancashire respectively.

Do pray for the next steps for them after University.







Come and join us for our Ladies .....

Auturm ) Crafts

On Monday 30th September, 7.30pm
At Tinshill Free Church, Holly Ave
LS16 6PL

Crafts, Coffee, Cakes, & short talk
All crafts and food provided just bring yourself

Blue Gentian

In a busy market stood a flower/plant stall, displaying a riot of colour
which delighted the eye. Perhaps one of the greatest attractions was a
tray full of brilliant blue gentians; the intense colour almost took one's
breath away. It was not surprising that one plant was immediately
bought and carried away.

But where? To a luxurious garden with velvet lawns?




No, it found itself taken to a humble window box, facing north.
Moreover, it was hemmed in by high, grimy brick walls. Not a sun-
beam could reach it, and not a great deal of daylight at any time. Yet
the plant for many years continued to send up it’s trumpet-like flowers
of mediterranean blue, totally unaware of the mission it fulfilled as it
'hob-nobbed' with the other occupants of the window-box and
constantly lifted it’s owner's thoughts to mountain grandeur. It’s home
should have been high on Alpine slopes, breathing the clear, pure air.
But it was content to give of it’s best just where it was.

Do you sometimes feel hemmed in by difficulties and circumstances
and yet you are rooted in your position, as was the gentian? Your
Heavenly Father knows just where He has planted you and why. When
the right time comes He will transplant you to a happier environment.
Meanwhile, produce as many beautiful blooms as you can, to delight
the heart of the one who placed you there.

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven." (Matthew 5:16)

By kind permission of Anchored Magazine
Submitted by Margaret Williams
Smile please!
C H Spurgeon said when conducting a class about sermons.....
"When you speak of Heaven let your face light up and your eyes gleam

and shine with the Glory of the Lord. However, when you speak of hell
your normal face will do!"
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Living the Gospel

“You are writing a Gospel, a chapter each day,
By the things that you do and the words that you say.
Men read what you write — distorted or true.
What is the gospel, according to you?” (Unknown)

It doesn’t take much to leave a negative mark upon those lost people
in your life:

An unkind remark

A critical spirit

An off-colour joke
Conversely,

An act of kindness

A gentle touch

A restrained tongue
also leave an impression and perhaps plant a seed and help initiate a
hunger that is the start or a building block in their search for God.

Many of our friends and contacts who are not Christians will rarely, if
ever, darken the doors of a church. But you can be sure they are
reading the Gospel through your life ... for good or bad.

“You are our epistle (letter) written in our hearts, known and read by
all men; clearly you are an epistle of Christ...written by the Spirit of
the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is,
of the heart.” (2 Corinthians 3 verses 2 and 3).

So, what is the Gospel, according to you?
Facts of the Matter

submitted by Paul Crossley
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Bible Studies

Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option if you are
not able to attend in person

Sep | 11th | Martin Sellens Genesis 14
18th | Alan Brearley Genesis 15
25th | Martin Sellens Genesis 16
Oct 2nd | Deputation Romanian Ministries
9th | Paul Crossley Genesis 17 v1-14
16th | Alan Brearley Genesis 17 v15-27
23rd | Martin Sellens Genesis 18 v1-15
30th | Martin Sellens Genesis 18 v16-33
Preaching Plan
Morning Evening
Sep 8th Mick Lockwood Alan Brearley
15th | Martin Sellens Martin Sellens
22nd | Martin Sellens Ben Hutton (Harvest)
29th | John Harris John Harris
Oct 6th | Alan Brearley Matt Corrick (Com)
13th | Martin Sellens Steve Harding
20th | Martin Sellens Stephen Bowers
27th | Martin Sellens Alan Brearley
Nov 3rd | Mick Lockwood (Com) Martin Sellens

(Com) = (Communion)
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Outside Appointments

Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months ;

Alan Brearley;
Sunday Sep 22nd pm - Garforth

Paul Crossley;

Sunday Sep 8th am - Garforth
Sunday Oct 6th am - Hebron, Altofts
Sunday Nov 3rd am - Hebron, Altofts

Rotas

Cleaning for week ending

Sep | 14th | Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton

21st | Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens

28th | Hickman family, Natalie Sellens

Oct | 5th | Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard

12th | Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell

19th | Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton

26th | Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens

Nov | 2nd | Hickman family, Natalie Sellens

Flowers for Sunday

Sep 15th Angela Mathers Sep 22nd | Deborah Williams
Sep 29th Colette Hickman Oct 6th Kathryn Hibbard
Oct 13th Sue Chell Oct 20th Christine Crossley
Oct 27th Eva Ng Nov 3rd Natalie Sellens
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September
Sat 7 4pm
Wed 11 1.15pm
Thu 12 7.30pm
Fri 13 6pm
Tue 17 7.30pm
Thu 19 2pm
Sat 21 7pm
Thu 26  7.30pm
Sun 29 2pm
Mon 30 7.30pm
October
Tue 1 7.45pm
Wed 2 7.45pm
Thu 3 1pm
7.30pm
Sun 6 2pm
Tue 8 7.45pm
Thu 10  7.30pm
Sun 13 4.30pm
Thu 17 2pm
Thu24  7.30pm
Thu 31 2pm
PLEASE NOTE

DIARY

BBQ for contacts of youth meetings
Tots Club restarts after the summer break
Rock up restarts after the summer break
Ketchup restarts after the summer break
Men'’s Fellowship
Thursday at Two
Harvest Supper Speaker : Martin Sellens
Rock up
Harvest Service at Bedford Court

Ladies Autumn Craft Evening

Speaker : Lee-Ellen Fawcett

Elder Deacons Meeting at 26 Woodlands Avenue
Deputation Meeting: Romanian Ministries
Thursday at Two Harvest Meal

Missionary Prayer Meeting

Harvest Service at Cookridge Court

AGM at the church

Rock up

Fellowship Tea before the Evening Service
Thursday at Two

Rock up

Thursday at Two

There will not be a monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting in September
or a Men’s Fellowship in October.

NEXT MAGAZINE - The next edition of The Magazine will be for
November / December 2024 -— the deadline for the submission of
items and contributions to Martin will be Sunday 20t October - all
contributions welcome.
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Diary of Services and Activities

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship 10.30am
Key Club (children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Prayer Meeting 5.30pm
Evening Worship 6.30pm

A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service.

Tuesday Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday — bimonthly) 7.30pm
Wednesday Tots Club (term time) 1.15pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm
Thursday Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly) 2.00pm
Rock Up (school years 7-11- fortnightly) 7.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly) 7.30pm
Friday Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time) 6.00pm

Tinshill Free Church
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL
Registered Charity No. 511933 CIO No. 1198328
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk
Elder:
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com

Deacons:
Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@ hotmail.com



