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Pastoral Letter - July / August 2024

Elections and Government

By the time this Magazine is printed the General Election will have
taken place and there will be a new Government in this country. The
period between the announcement of the General Election and the
actual day on July 4th has seemed longer with all the debates, daily
announcements and political commentary. | am sure we will all sigh
with relief when it is all over. Yet it is then that the real work begins
and the new government gets to work with the appointment of the
cabinet and ministers and seeking to implement their policies. Itis
then that we will begin to find out whether they will do what they
promised or whether it will all change.

| don’t know about you but | have found it very difficult to find anyone
that | wanted to vote for and yet | know it is important that | should
use my vote in the democracy that | live in and am grateful to be part
of. I did eventually put my cross in a box and send off my postal vote
and no | am not going to tell you who | voted for!

What is staggering is that in the wider realm of eternity | did not
choose God but he chose me! It is still, after so many years as a
Christian, an amazing fact that is difficult to comprehend. Yet it is true.
God in His wonderful and sometimes mysterious purposes puts His
love upon us and makes us His. As the apostle Paul puts it at the start
of his letter to the Ephesians;

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, just as He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world,



that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love...”
Ephesians 1v 3&4

Peter takes up this great theme in his first letter in 1 Peter 2 v 9&10;

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood , a holy nation,
His own special people”

Christians then are chosen by God — elect to be His own special people
in the eternal purposes of God and forever. Loved and bought with
the precious blood of Christ and therefore totally secure in Him and His
grip upon our lives and circumstances both here and then in eternity.
We are truly blessed and special and we must never forget that —
particularly in those times when the going is tough and everything
seems to be a struggle. It should give us a real sense of daily
thanksgiving as we rest in these eternal truths. God’s work in our
hearts is not for a term but is here to stay. It is the cross which brings
us so much blessing where Christ died for sinners to reconcile us to
God and bring the blessings of forgiveness and a relationship with the
Father as adopted children. It begs the question “Have you been to
the cross for forgiveness of your sins?”. It is only at the cross that we
find reconciliation with a holy God — there is no other way.

On July 5th we will wake (if we have been to sleep!) to a new political
landscape and government and it will be the government in our
democracy that we have elected. We must pray, as we are
commanded to do, for those in authority over us that they will rule
with justice and righteousness and with great wisdom showing
compassion to those in need. We long to see our leaders show
integrity without hypocrisy and to acknowledge God and their need of
His wisdom in their governing of our country. So we should pray, as



Jesus taught His disciples, that God’s kingdom comes here on earth as
itisin Heaven.

God’s kingdom is increasing daily as more people across the world
become Christians and obey the call of God and put their faith in
Christ. We then come under the authority of our Heavenly Father and
are part of His Kingdom — an everlasting Kingdom. We come also
under the headship of Christ and He becomes our King and Ruler - in
all matters of faith and conduct. As Isaiah prophesied some 700 years
before the birth of Christ about the coming of the Messiah;

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the
government will be upon His shoulder.” Isaiah 9 v6

Christ is the Head — appointed by God to rule His Kingdom. He is the
One to whom we look who is above our earthly rulers and
governments. It is His government that matters ultimately. Isaiah also
tells us that He will rule with “judgment and justice”. He is a Ruler and
King we can trust and have confidence in always. May we be faithful
to Him in all things and love and follow Him through all of all lives to
the praise and honour of Almighty God.

With love in Christ and best wishes for the Summer,
Martin Sellens

CONGRATULATIONS

We send our heartfelt congratulations to both Rachel Williams and Hannah
Young on the successful completion of their degree courses —well done! We
shall continue to pray for their futures as they think and progress their next
steps in life.



Bible Studies

Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option

July | 3rd Martin Sellens Genesis 6 v1-12
10th | Alan Brearley Genesis 6 v13-22
17th | Martin Sellens Genesis 7
24th | Paul Crossley Genesis 8 v1-19
31st | Martin Sellens Genesis 8 v20 to 9v17
Aug | 7th | Martin Sellens Genesis 9 v18-29
14th | Night of Prayer
21st | Martin Sellens Genesis 12 v1-9
28th | Martin Sellens Genesis 12 v10 to 13v4
Sep | 4th | Paul Crossley Genesis 13 v5-18
Preaching Plan
Morning at 10.30am Evening at 6.30pm
July 7th | Martin Sellens (Com) Steve Harding
14th | Alan Brearley Paul Crossley
21st | Martin Sellens Mick Lockwood
28™ | Martin Sellens Martin Sellens
Aug 4th Martin Woodier Martin Woodier (Com)
11th | Martin Woodier Martin Woodier
18th | Martin Sellens Paul Crossley
25th | Martin Sellens Martin Sellens
Sep 15t Martin Sellens (Com) Martin Sellens

(Com) = (Communion)




Diary

July

Sun 7 12.20pm Fellowship Lunch after the Morning Service

Thu 11 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Bill Scully
7.30pm Missionary Prayer Meeting

Tue 16 1pm Men’s Fellowship afternoon outing

Thu 18 7.30pm Rock up

Wed 24 First day of the school summer holidays

Thu 25 1pm Thursday at Two — meal

Tue 30 7.45pm Elder Deacons Meeting at 26 Woodlands Avenue

August

Thu 1 7.30pm Missionary Prayer Meeting

Thu 8 2pm Thursday at Two

Thu 22 2pm Thursday at Two

September

Mon 2 First day of school autumn term

Tue 3  7.45pm Elder Deacons Meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk
Thu 5 1pm Thursday at Two Food Special

PLEASE NOTE

There are no Children’s or Youth Meetings during the school holidays
apart from Key Club on a Sunday morning. There will not be a Men’s
Fellowship in August. There will not be a Missionary Prayer Meeting in
September.

NEXT MAGAZINE — The next edition of The Magazine will be for
September / October 2024 — the deadline for the submission of items
and contributions to Martin will be Sunday 25th August - all
contributions welcome.



Bible Exhibition 2024







Journey Through the Bible

This was the title of this year’s Bible Exhibition — our 19th! It was a joy
to see some 220 children and about 16 staff members from two local
schools come through the doors of the church to be shown around the
exhibition by Douglas Young from the Open Air Mission and meet the
Bible characters. This year Abraham, Jochebed, Miriam, David, Daniel
and Mary Magdalene told the children about their lives and God’s
dealings with them. Journey through the Bible concentrates mainly on
Old Testament history from Creation to the Prophets but culminates in
the Gospels with the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Douglas
drew particular attention to the theme of sacrifice which is present
from Genesis onwards pointing forwards to the sacrifice of Jesus on
the cross for our sins as God’s perfect lamb. Holy Trinity and Holy
Name schools came this year over the three days (in five sessions).

The weather was just great and no raincoats or umbrellas were needed
— just sunhats! The children enjoyed their time with us including juice
and a biscuit, mimes and a quiz. The team enjoyed times of prayer
before the start of each day and two meals together at lunchtimes.

We give thanks for another wonderful opportunity and look forward
to future events when we have a further time to speak of the truths of
the Bible to the younger generation. My personal thanks to all those
who helped in any way on the run up and through the Exhibition and
clearing up afterwards — truly a team effort and so worthwhile.

The pictures on the previous two pages show the characters telling
their personal stories to the children.

Martin Sellens



Annabel's Testimony

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths". (Proverbs 3:5-6).

If you had asked me before | became a Christian what my biggest
regret in life was, | might have said any number of things. But now |
can say without hesitation, that my biggest regret is that | did not
know Christ as my Lord and Saviour as | know Him now. | did not
enjoy a personal and intimate relationship with Him by faith and by the
grace of God. | spent far too many years without the Lord Jesus Christ
as my Guide and Counsellor.

There came a glorious day in my life when | passed from spiritual death
to spiritual life. He put a new song in my mouth (Psalm 40:3). And
when you pass from death to life the truth hits you - that for so many
years | had been ignorant of His wonderful love and mercy.

It was such a relief finally to repent of all my wrongdoings, and to feel
the guilt and burden of them lifted from me; for Jesus Himself had
taken them upon the cross on my behalf. | knew Christ was in that
room with me, and the outpouring of His love in that moment was of a
love like none that | had ever experienced before.

"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8).

| realised also that | had not been seeking so much for happiness,
because a sense even of genuine human happiness can often be found
in the short term, but rather, | had been seeking for peace - a deep,



inward and lasting peace that only Christ Jesus can give us. That
peace, once received, no person or circumstance of life (including
facing a seemingly premature death) can ever take away. Such a
peace is from God Himself, and surpasses all understanding. Jesus
said -

"Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world
gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid" (John 14:27).

Once you have truly met with the Lord you never want to go back to
the things of this world. It is as the Lord describes in Matthew 13:44
where He says "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field".

| can say with an old saint of the past "How sweet all at once it was for

me to be rid of those fruitless joys which | had once feared to lose. You
drove them from me and took their place, O Lord, my God, my light, my
wealth and my salvation".

| have no fear of death. Death has lost its sting (1 Corinthians 15:55).

| know that the Lord's sacrifice for me on the cross has paid the price
for my eternal soul, and that by entirely trusting in Him He has secured
a place for me in heaven. The only way is through Christ, not by
works, it is a free gift from God.

Jesus said "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

Please, | urge you, surrender your heart and life to Jesus Christ today.
Delay no longer. Not one of us can know when our last day on this
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earth may come, and to die without Christ is to die in our sins,
unforgiven, and to go to a lost, dark eternity. Not one of us has led a
sinless life, that is why the Saviour had to come. We cannot hold on
to anything in this world. Very certainly we cannot hold onto the life
that God has graciously granted to us.

"Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). “Seek the Lord while He may be found,
call upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6).

What must | do to be saved and gain that blessed assurance?

It is very simple. God promises that in the day and hour we search for
Him with all of our heart, we shall surely find Him. A person may
know very little of the things of God, and may never have attended a
church on a regular basis, but if that person knows their profound
need of God, of His forgiveness and cleansing, then He invites them to
come to Him, just as they are, with the unquestioning faith of a child,
and to call upon His name. For, "whoever calls upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10.13).

Jesus said to her "l am the resurrection and the life. He who believes
in Me, though he may die, he shall live" (John 11:25).

Submitted by Paul Crossley

NOTE

Annabel was a member of the Revival Prayer Meeting hosted by Willie
Horsburgh (Pickering) on Saturdays. She received end of life care
whilst still a young woman and was witnessing to her unsaved parents
before she passed away. Her parents are now regularly attending a
church.
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Outside Appointments

Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months ;

Alan Brearley;

Wednesday July 24th pm - Bible study at Bethel, New Wortley
Sunday July 28th am - Bethel, New Wortley

Paul Crossley;

Sundays July 7tham & Aug 4tham - Hebron, Altofts

Sundays July 14th am & Aug 11th am - Garforth

Sunday July 28th 4pm - Pentecost Baptist

Sunday Aug 25th 4pm - Pentecost Baptist

Sunday Sep 1st am - Hebron, Altofts

Rotas

Cleaning for week ending

July | 13th | Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens

20th | Hickman family, Natalie Sellens

27th | Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard

Aug | 3rd | Elaine and John Snuggs, Sue and Gordon Chell

10th | Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton

17th | Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens

24th | Hickman family, Natalie Sellens

31st | Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard

Sep | 7th | Elaine and John Snuggs, Sue and Gordon Chell

Flowers for Sunday

July 7th Christine Crossley July 14th Eva Ng

July 21st Natalie Sellens July 28th Kathryn Hibbard
Aug 4th Mavis Mathers Aug 11th Rosemary Hilton
Aug 18th | Anne Sellens Aug 25th | Carole Brearley
Sep 1st Margaret Williams Sep 8th Elaine Snuggs
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Diary of Services and Activities

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship 10.30am
Key Club (children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Prayer Meeting 5.30pm
Evening Worship 6.30pm

A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service.

Tuesday Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday — bimonthly) 7.30pm
Wednesday Tots Club (term time) 1.15pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm
Thursday Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly) 2.00pm
Rock Up (school years 7-11- fortnightly) 7.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly) 7.30pm
Friday Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time) 6.00pm

Tinshill Free Church
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL
Registered Charity No. 511933 CIO No. 1198328
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk
Elder:
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com

Deacons:
Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@hotmail.com



