
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 348 – November & December 2023 



1 
 

Pastoral Letter – November & December 
 

War and Peace 
 
I can remember at the end of my studies at University (many years ago 
now!!) deciding to set myself the goal of reading “War and Peace” by 
Leo Tolstoy.  It is of course widely regarded as a classic novel and was 
published in 1869.  It is about the French invasion of Russia in the 
Napoleonic era and the impact on society in Russia at the time of the 
Tsars told through the stories of five aristocratic families.  It is a BIG 
book.  I note that the Penguin Classic that you can buy today from any 
good book shop runs to 1,440 pages.  I have to admit that I never 
finished it – I struggled with all the Russian names and who was who 
and eventually had to admit defeat.   
 
However, the subject of war and peace remains ever relevant in our 
modern day both in our world and also in spiritual terms.  Matthew, 
Mark and Luke in their gospel accounts all record the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to His disciples as He replied to questions from them about 
the signs that would come in the last days; 
 
“But when you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be 
troubled; for such things must happen, but the end is not yet.  For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom” 
(Mark 13 verses 7 and 8).  
 
Our news reports have been dominated over the past year by the 
ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine, which now seems to have 
reached a stalemate with no likely imminent resolution.  In recent 
weeks, of course, events in Israel have dominated the news with the 
attacks against Israel by Hamas fighters and the retaliatory action 
against Hamas by the Israeli military in Gaza.  Both are intent on 
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destroying the other.  Caught in the middle, of course, are so many 
innocents who are the casualties of war for whom the impacts are so 
often devastating and life changing.  There are other wars and conflicts 
happening in other parts of the world as well which are not well 
reported here unless a major event happens.  We particularly 
remember Christians caught up in it all with the impacts on their lives 
in places like Myanmar, Armenia, Pakistan, Nigeria and many other 
African countries. 
 
In his letter to Jewish Christians scattered from Jerusalem James asks 
an important question and then proceeds to answer it; 
“Where do wars and fights come from among you?  Do they not 
come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?  You 
lust and do not have.  You murder and covet and cannot obtain.  You 
fight and war.  Yet you do not have because you do not ask.  You ask 
and do not receive, because you ask amiss” 
(James 4 verses 1 to 3). 
 
The human condition is pretty desperate as we look within at our own 
hearts and what is happening in the world generally.  Not only have 
there always been conflicts and wars between people but we have 
been at war with God, not wanting to live in accordance with His 
commandments or wanting Him to control our lives. So we have been 
enemies of God, strangers and aliens to Him (Ephesians 2 v 12).  In 
such a position we are without God, with no hope and under His 
condemnation for our waywardness and rebellion. 
 
It is into this situation that God, in His great mercy, has intervened 
decisively in human history.  He has sent us His Beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ.  He is the Peace Maker.  He comes with authority and power as 
“the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9 v6).   His mission is a peace mission – to 
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bring peace and to reconcile us to God through the blood of His cross 
which grants repentant sinners full and total cleansing and forgiveness. 
“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved” (John 3 v17). 
So as we approach another Christmas when we remember the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ into our world let us give thanks for Him – 
God’s eternal Peace Maker.  We need Him in our lives and His 
influence in our world.  Only God can make all the wars cease on the 
earth and one day He will (Psalm 46 v9 and 10).  In the meantime, let 
us open our hearts and homes to Him that we might know His peace 
reigning in our lives and His Spirit ruling within us so that we are His 
peace makers and keepers in the days ahead. 
Wishing you every blessing and the peace that only God can give, 
 
With love in the Lord Jesus and in His service, 
 
Martin Sellens 
 
 

The Falling Leaves 

 
They fall upon the sodden earth, the fading, dying leaves, 
Death comes to them, the beautiful, in the autumnal breeze; 
Their little summer day is past, and yellow, dry, and sere, 
They droop before the lightest touch of winter’s finger drear. 
 
Old trees, ye will be desolate, and naked, and forlorn, 
Lifting your bare arms upward ‘mid the frosty winter’s morn! 
Old trees, your bright green, dancing leaves, where sunbeams loved to 
play, 
The angry storm relentlessly will sweep them all away. 
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And we have had our falling leaves – the autumn winds have come 
And rudely swept across our hearts, and robbed our pleasant home. 
The friends we loved, the joys we clasped, the hopes that made us 
glad, 
Are drooping one by one away, and leave us poor and sad. 
 
But he whom God has planted where the eternal rivers glide, 
Has God’s own promise that his leaves shall fair and green abide; 
That though “the fig tree wither” and “olive branches fail,” 
The tree that he has planted still shall flourish young and hale. 
 
For every hope that fadeth he shall give a fadeless joy; 
For every drooping pleasure perfect gifts without alloy; 
For every passing loved one, purer love to bud and bloom 
In the land where death shall come not – in the home without a tomb. 
 
Then let us meet the autumn with a strong and perfect trust, 
And fear not that the stormy wind shall lay us in the dust; 
For a mighty hand is o’er us, and a Father’s perfect love 
Shall guard till he transplants us in the garden fair above. 
 
 
Note: I read this poem at Thursday at Two recently.  It is by Marianne 
Farningham (1834-1909).  She was born Mary Anne Hearn at 
Farningham in Kent and never married.  She became a teacher and 
then wrote poetry and hymns under the name Marianne Farningham.  
She was a Baptist and it is good to see her faith reflected in her poems.     
 
Martin Sellens     
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Letter from Kenya 

Received from Pastor Daniel Kimeu in late September 
 
Dear brethren in Tinshill, 
 
Grace to you all and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ. How are you o dear church of Christ Jesus in Tinshill? Here in 
Kenya we are fine in the free grace of God in Christ which has proved 
to be so sufficient to us.  
 
We continue to give thanks to God for brethren for the great care and 
love you are continuing to give to us because of Jesus. We've received 
your gift with much thanksgiving to God, a gift which has really 
relieved us in our pressing needs. Serving God here faithfully in the 
gospel of God's grace is such a hard journey, and many prayers and 
financial support like this you give to us is very needful and important. 
So we now say again 'thanks a lot o our dear brethren ". 
 
All of us in our Baptist Pastors Association are doing well with the local 
churches, though all of us are stricken with many common challenges 
but are grateful and courageous to keep up the good fight of Faith to 
the end. We are also happy that the local church in Namanga did send 
Elder Henry Kivungi with his wife Rydia as missionaries in another 
needy area. With this support from you dears we've been enabled to 
spend the entire week in gospel mission as a team of Elders.  We 
prepared ourselves on last Monday the 18th September and began our 
mission together on Tuesday 19th where we met at Ulaani for our 
Bible study, prayer and fellowship not only as Elders of different local 
churches but also a fellowship with the local church in Ulaani. We got a 
good time to pray for you together with thanksgiving and distributed 
your gift among ourselves with much joy later in the day . On 
Wednesday and Thursday we  went to visit Henry and his wife Rydia at 
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Makueni (Kivyauni) where we found such a profitable time together 
and exhorted him to continue in the grace of God and not to be 
ashamed of the gospel since it is the power of God unto Salvation to all 
who believe. On Friday went to console a family which had lost their 
mother, seeking an opportunity to share of Him who is the 
Resurrection and the Life and then on Saturday we did travel back to 
Namanga that I may Minister to the Church here. Thanks a lot for your 
very much needed support which is enabling us to accomplish much in 
the Lord, things we wouldn't without your hand. May the good Lord 
continue using you even much more for His own glory. 
 
The Lord has also raised another brother in Cairo local church by the 
name of Julius Mumo into church Eldership and it's a great blessing not 
only to that local church but to us all, he is now one of us in the 
Association. Please remember him in your prayers for us. 
 
Finally pray that we all be strong in the grace and will continue to grow 
in the Knowledge of the Christ by His Word. 
 
Most of us have no facilities for meeting and apart from the financial 
support we receive from you, we have none! Moreover, the areas we 
are serving are semi-arid, (dry areas) which makes living so hard and 
the ministry so challenging. We know you love and do pray for us. 
Thanks 
 
Much love from all of us in Kenya. 
May our Father in Heaven enrich you much more with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
For the Elders in Kenya, 
Daniel Kimeu. 
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The photos show the Kenyan Pastors together and the chairs that they 
have purchased.  Daniel writes “Our conference was well attended and 
to organise such an event entails cost, especially the food cost, 
transport and many other attached needs and so the support you send 
really helps us a lot . As you can see, we've also now purchased some 
Chairs and so we are extremely thankful o dear ones in Tinshill. 
I have been teaching them through the book of Hebrews, please pray 
that all will find Christ sufficient for our Salvation being the actual 
fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets.” 
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Book Event 

These photographs were taken at the annual Book Event with The 
Christian Bookshop in Ossett on Saturday 28th October.  There was a 
steady stream of people through the morning and good numbers of 
books, cards and gifts were purchased.  Thank you for your support 
and it was good to see a lively interest in the goods on display as well 
as the cakes in the kitchen! 
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Prayer Points 

Do remember in prayer those who are going through difficulties.  After 
a further time in hospital following a fall Ruth Holder is now in a CIC       
( Intermediate Care) bed at Adel Manor Care Home.  She is settling in 
well in Room 111 on the first floor.  She sends her love to everyone – 
you can contact her on her mobile and please do visit her – she will be 
pleased to see you.   

After a month or so at Darlington Hospital Richard Wright is now back 
in Leeds and being cared for in St James’s Hospital.  As the Magazine 
was going to print it was expected that Richard will soon be moved 
into the Becklin Centre to receive longer term care for his illness.  Do 
pray that he will settle well there and that he might get much better in 
his mental health.  Do pray too much for Veronica, his mother, in her 
care, concern and support of Richard. 

Remember Artin in prayer and the Danial family as Artin undergoes 
further medical examination to understand why his blood platelet level 
is below normal. 

Finally do continue to pray for Mark Pitten at Headingley Nursing 
Home.  He has been resident there now for about 18 months and 
rarely been out of bed.  He remains cheerful despite his constraints.  
Please do remember him as Christmas approaches and send him a card 
and/or visit him in Room 18 on the first floor.    

The apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonian church; 

 “Now we exhort you, brethren, ….comfort the faint hearted, uphold 
the weak, be patient with all.  See that no one renders evil for evil to 
anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for 
all.  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  (1 Thess 5 v14-18) 
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Three Reasons Why You Are Important as a Christian 

 
First , because of who you are: 
"He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in His sight… I have loved you with an everlasting love; I 
have drawn you with loving-kindness… You [God] created my inmost 
being; You knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise You 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are 
wonderful…" 
(Ephesians 1:4; Jeremiah 31:3; Psalm 139:13, 14) 
 
Second, because of what you cost: 
"He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and 
by His wounds we are healed… The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all… Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God…" 
(Isaiah 53:5, 6; 1 Peter 3:18a) 
 
Third, because of what you can become: 
"The least of you will become a thousand, the smallest a mighty 
nation… If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and 
your night will become like the noonday. The Lord will guide you 
always; He will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will 
strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a 
spring whose waters never fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient 
ruins and will raise up the age-old foundation…" 
(Isaiah 60:22a; 58:10-12) 
  
Why not take a moment, right now. Go over to the mirror and look at 
that unique individual whom God has beautifully crafted. Wow! 
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Created in His image! Try to imagine the billions of DNA that have 
singly been arranged in accordance with His perfect plan. Because He 
delighted in creating you just as you are, there is no one quite like you 
in all the universe. 
And He knew from eternity past that the Saviour would go to the cross 
for you. 
 
In His infinite wisdom, He has set forth a marvellous blueprint for your 
life that perfectly coincides with His eternal purposes, plan, and glory. 
No one else can, or should do what He ordains for you. 
Why don't you pause for a moment now and thank Him. 
 
From Facts of the Matter submitted by Paul Crossley 

 

Thank You 

Thank you so much for all your kind donations for my STEPtember 
challenge to raise money for Caring For Life. I completed my 500,000 
steps on Monday 25th September, so well within the time limit. This 
was helped by five days away with my sister and her husband when we 
did a lot of walking on the Yorkshire coast. The total raised is £495, 
almost at my target of £500. So thanks again. Caring For Life will be 
delighted and use it to help needy people. 
 
 Christine Crossley 
 

Next Magazine & News 

The next edition of The Magazine will be for January / February 2024. 
The deadline for the submission of items and contributions to Martin 
will be Wednesday 28th December - all contributions welcome. 
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Preaching Plan 
 

  Morning Evening 
    
Nov 12th   John Harris                             John Harris                             
 19th  Martin Sellens Roger Fay 
 26th  Martin Sellens Mick Lockwood                      
Dec 3rd  Stephen Fay  Neil Hulse (Com) 
 10th  Roger Fay Martin Sellens 
 17th  Mick Lockwood                      Roger Fay 
 24th  Martin Sellens Alan Brearley (Com) 
 31st  Martin Sellens Martin Sellens 
Jan 7th  Alan Brearley (Com) To be confirmed 
(com) = (Communion) 

 

Bible Studies 
 

Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option 
    
    
Nov 8th  Alan Brearley 2 Samuel 23 v1-7   
 15th  Deputation Pepe Moreno, EMF, Spain 
 22nd  Night of Prayer  
 29th  Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 23 v8-39 
Dec 6th  Alan Brearley 2 Samuel 24 v1-14 
 13th  Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 24 v15-25 
 20th  Carol Singing  
 27th Night of Prayer  
Jan 3rd  Martin Sellens One off study 
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Flowers for Sunday 
Nov 12th  Deborah Williams Nov 19th  Colette Hickman 
Nov 26th  Margaret Williams Dec 3rd  Sue Chell 
Dec 10th   Christine Crossley Dec 17th  Eva Ng 
Dec 24th             Natalie Sellens Dec 31st  Kathryn Hibbard 
Jan 7th  Mavis Mathers   

Diary 

Outside Appointments 
Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months 
as follows; 
Alan Brearley; 
Sun Nov 26th    am    Bethel, New Wortley 
Wed Dec 13th   pm    Bible Study at Bethel, New Wortley   
Sun Dec 17th    am    Bethel, New Wortley 
Paul Crossley; 
Sun Nov 12th    am    Garforth 
Sun Nov 26th    pm    Pentecost Baptist 
Sun Dec  3rd     am    Hebron, Altofts 
Sun Dec 10th    am    Garforth 
Sun Dec 31st    pm    Pentecost Baptist 

Rotas 
Cleaning for week ending 

Nov 11th  Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
 18th    Hickman Family, Natalie Sellens 
 25th   Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard 
Dec 2nd   Elaine & John Snuggs , Sue & Gordon Chell 
 9th   Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton 
 16th   Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
 23rd  Hickman Family, Natalie Sellens 
 30th  Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard 
Jan 6th  Elaine & John Snuggs , Sue & Gordon Chell 
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November 
Tue    7        7.45pm   Elder Deacons Meeting at 39 Kelmscott Avenue  
Thu    9        7.30pm   Rockup 
Thu   16           1pm   Thursday at Two Soup and Sweet 

          Speaker: Glyn  Williams  
Mon  20     7.30pm   Crafts for Christmas for Ladies 
Thu   23      7.30pm   Rockup 
Thu  30            2pm   Thursday at Two 34th Anniversary 

          Speaker:  Martin Sellens  
 
December      
Sun    3            Fellowship Lunch after the Morning Service 

2pm  Christmas Service at Bedford Court  
Tue    5        7.45pm   Elder Deacons Meeting at 23 Kirkwood Drive 
Thu    7        7.30pm   Missionary Prayer Meeting 
Thu   14           1pm   Thursday at Two Christmas Special 

          Speaker:  John Harris 
7.30pm  Last Rockup before Christmas break 

Fri     15           6pm   Last Ketchup before Christmas break 
Sun   17           2pm   Christmas Service at Cookridge Court 
Tue   19           7pm   Mens Christmas Special 
Wed  20     1.15pm  Last Tots before Christmas break 
Sun    24          5pm   Christmas Eve Service  
Mon   25  10.30am  Christmas Morning Service taken by Martin Sellens  
Thu    28         2pm   Thursday at Two  Speaker : Alan Brearley 
 
January 
Thu    4        7.30pm  Missionary Prayer Meeting 
Wed 10       1.15pm  Tots restarts after Christmas break 
Thu  11       7.30pm   Rockup restarts after Christmas break   
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Diary of Services and Activities 

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship   10.30am 
Key Club (children aged 4-11)   10.30am 
Prayer Meeting    5.30pm 
Evening Worship    6.30pm 

 
A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and 
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service. 
 
Tuesday Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday – bimonthly) 7.30pm  
 
Wednesday  Tots Club (term time)    1.15pm 

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study   7.45pm 
 
Thursday  Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly)  2.00pm 
  Rock Up (school years 7-11- fortnightly)  7.30pm 
  Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly)  7.30pm 
 
Friday   Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time)  6.00pm  
 

Tinshill Free Church 
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL 

Registered Charity No. 511933  CIO No. 1198328 
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk 

Elder: 
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG 
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com 
 
Deacons: 
Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com  
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@hotmail.com 


