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Pastoral Letter — September & October

Coming to fruition

The summer holidays are coming to an end, a new school year beckons
and Autumn is upon us! | trust you have had a good summer even if
the Gulf stream has been too far north to bring us lots of hot sunny
weather ( though it has finally arrived now!). What that has meant is
that we have had a plentiful supply of rain as well as sunny periods so
the fruit and vegetables we have planted have benefitted resulting in a
good and plentiful crop this Autumn. When we get to the start of
September our minds often turn to thoughts of Harvest which we will
celebrate in the coming weeks.

Coming to fruition. This is how the Concise Oxford Dictionary defines
the word “fruition” - the bearing of fruit, the production of results, the
realization of aims or hopes.

Fruit does not come automatically. Often there has to be significant
work and effort expended beforehand for the fruit to come. In
agriculture and horticulture crops and plants have to be planted and
grown with care and attention to ensure they have the right
environment and nutrients to grow and prosper. If so then the fruit
will come as the picture of our bush tomatoes shows! In other areas of
life results and accomplishments do not come without effort,
dedication and often hard work — whether this be in education (as we
start a new school and college/university year), business and work life
or sport and leisure. | have watched a bit recently of the World
Athletics Championship from Budapest in Hungary. It is clear that
those who have progressed to the top of their events have done so
because of natural God-given talent and dedication, hard work in
training, technique and fitness to reach the “gold” medal standard.
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In the spiritual life we are encouraged to bear fruit also — because this
glorifies God and is a mark of the Christian (John 15 v8). In the words
of the Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples “By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples”.

That fruit begins when we become a Christian and turn to Christ as our
Saviour and the Lord of our life. John the Baptist as he prepared the
way for Jesus and pointed people to Him told the Pharisees and
Sadducees to “bear fruits worthy of repentance” (Matthew 3 v8).
John criticized them because they did not show these fruits in their
lives — namely sorrow for sin, humility, honesty about their souls and
lives and a humble desire to seek God first and not their own
ambitions and desires. This should be the mark of all those who come
to Christ and surrender their lives and hearts to Him and whole
heartedly seek forgiveness and cleansing for their sin. It is also not a
“once in a lifetime” thing — we continue to need to walk humbly with
our God, seeking His will and sovereignty over our lives and bear fruits
worthy of repentance — this involves submission and setting aside our
pride and a continual recognition of our sinfulness and need for
cleansing by God through the precious blood of Christ —that one
sacrifice for sin forever (Hebrews 10 v12).

The fruit of the Christian does not stop there, however. We are
continually to bear fruit through our Christian lives, year by year, as
the natural cycle that God has put in place demonstrates to us. The
key to fruit-bearing is abiding in Christ as John 15 v1-8 makes
abundantly clear. God gives us all the things that we need to produce
fruit but we must abide in the vine. The Lord Jesus Christ is the true
vine and the Father is the vine dresser, caring and nourishing and
pruning the branches of the vine so it can give the best fruit. We can’t
as Christians bear fruit without Christ. So, we must abide and stay
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close and connected to Him day by day being fed by the nourishment
we need from the Word of God privately and as a fellowship of God’s
people and connected to Him in prayer. These are the means of being
in the best condition to be fruitful in Christ and bear fruit in our lives —
in holiness (being more like Him in character and attitude), in service
and in witness. It requires consistency, effort and diligence but it is
God who brings the increase and the fruit as we abide in Him. You will
not get tomatoes on your plant if the branch is broken off or fractured
from the main stem.

That is not the end of the matter either. At the end of our lives when
we stand before the throne of God and give account to Christ of what
we have done with our lives and enter into glory only then will we fully
know the fruit which has come from our life and witness which God
has used to His glory. That is really exciting. Only then will the full
positive extent of our influence, service, witness and prayers come to
light. So let us live determined to be all that we can be as disciples of
the Lord Jesus. We need and rely fully on God’s help and
encouragement in doing so, which is vital. The end result which we
should be aiming for as Christians in our lives here? - that we bear
much fruit for Him which comes to fruition and glorifies our God
greatly.

With love in the Lord Jesus and in His service,

Martin Sellens




Caring Crafts

We had a Ladies Craft Evening at the beginning of May, just around the
time of the Coronation of Charles lll. The King and Queen have been
keen to show care in the community visiting and being involved with
various charities and we echoed this in our craft evening which was
called "Crafts for Spring and King". The Manager at a local care home
which has a large dementia care wing was very interested in receiving
'home made' twiddle muffs, so various ladies in the church employed
their skills in knitting a few each - knitting a multi coloured shape
which could be sewn down one side making a tube shape to form a
hand muff. Then at the craft evening the muffs were decorated with
buttons, ribbons, pompoms and crocheted flowers etc sewn on making
brightly coloured, tactile, varied muffs which give good exploration and
comfort for those with limited capacity in the care home. The muffs
were well received and the manager is hoping for more! (photo shows
some completed muffs).

Our next craft evening on September 12th will not only have a craft
table for decorating more muffs, but there will be a "shoe box" table
too. Sometimes it can be difficult to find shoe boxes to decorate and
fill for the Blythswood Appeal but we have an arrangement with
Pavers Shoes who agreed to collect and save 24 shoe boxes for us
knowing the purpose for which they were needed. These will be
available to decorate with the Christmas paper provided. The boxes
can be taken home for you fill or made available to others in the
church who want them. The boxes go off to Eastern Europe in time
for Christmas, to be given to people who may receive no other gift at
Christmas. Each box also contains literature telling of the greatest gift
- The Lord Jesus Christ who can become our Saviour.



If you can join us on September 12th and cover some boxes as a caring
craft that would be appreciated and it takes the work out of you
having to hunt for boxes. (Our speaker on that evening will be Gayle
Pennant from CFL). Thank you.

The Crafting Team



Sermon Series on Prayer

Over the months of July and August | preached a series of 6 sermons
on Sunday evenings covering various aspects of prayer. Some people
were away for some of this period and so it is my intention to make
them available on the website so that you can listen to any that you
may have missed. | hope you find them helpful, instructive and
challenging — my aim in the series was always to give us help in our
praying both individually and as a church. The summary of the series is
as follows;

July 2nd - Approaching God - God is holy, we can only approach in
God’s way, Jesus gives us access

July 9th - The Mediator and Advocate — Jesus is both and the
implications for us

July 23rd — God’s helps in prayer — Christ as our High Priest, Christ’s
prayers, the work of the Holy Spirit

July 30th - Nuts and Bolts 1 - The need to pray — 5 good reasons,
willingness and discipline to pray privately, the church prayer meeting

August 13th — Nuts and Bolts 2 - The pattern for prayer and attitudes
as we come to pray, persistence in prayer, the need for faith

August 20th — Nuts and Bolts 3 — Spiritual warfare, watching and
praying for the Second Coming of Christ, praying for labourers, the key
to anxiety.

In addition, | am preaching in the evening on September 17th when |
intend to deal with prayer when under pressure taking the example of
Hezekiah in 2 Kings 19 when threatened by Sennacherib.

Martin Sellens



Pictures from the Summer

The pictures below show Debbie Blayney following her baptism at the
church on July 16th with her daughters Rose and Stephanie, the Men’s
Fellowship outing to Harlow Carr Gardens on August 15th and Artin
following the Fellowship Lunch on August 27th to celebrate the end of
his 3 year successful treatment for leukaemia.







Resting In The Lord

"Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him," Psalm 37 verse 7 tells
us.

It sounds good in theory, but | have deadlines to meet! And work
stacked up at the office! And lots of family and financial pressures!
And we are in the middle of a cost of living crisis! And lots to do at
church in the various activities I'm involved with!

So, how do | "rest in the Lord"?

Perhaps this incident from the Bible will prove helpful: Herod, that
egomaniacal Roman political puppet who oversaw Israel, executes
James, the brother of John in Acts 12 verses 1 and 2 and persecutes
the church. Remember he had already had John the Baptist beheaded
in Mark 6 verses 16 to 29. Learning that his murderous act gained the
approval of Jewish leaders, he throws Peter into jail, for "trial" — and
certain execution.

The night before his trial, we find Peter chained between two guards,
asleep. Asleep! Or perhaps more descriptively, "Resting in the Lord."
(Acts 12:3-11). Now if | were in Peter's place, | would be lying awake
pondering some fairly weighty questions:

Has the executioner had previous experience at his job, or am | his first
try at it? How is his eye-hand coordination? What is going to happen

to my family?

But not Peter! He's asleep! "Resting in the Lord"!



My guess is that Peter, after innumerable false starts and failures, had
learned a few lessons along the way about entrusting his life into the
hands of his Sovereign God.

QUESTIONS: What circumstances are you facing today that call upon
you to "rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him"? Could they be any
more extreme than Peter's?

And when you get right down to it, isn't "resting in the Lord"
fundamentally a decision of the will to trust Him with our
circumstances? ... With our life? And isn't our refusal to "rest in the
Lord" an indication of our stubborn determination not to acknowledge
Him as the Sovereign King of Kings and the Lord of Lords? (Revelation
19:16).

Are you, in your heart of hearts electing to believe God sovereignly has
your situation well in hand? If so, then you, like Peter are experiencing
evidence of that rest by an inner peace, the absence of anxiety, and a
certain calm anticipation of the future.

Facts of the Matter submitted by Paul Crossley

STEPtember

I am taking on Caring For Life's STEPtember challenge to help raise
much needed funds for Caring For Life so that they can continue
supporting at risk and hurting adults across the city of Leeds.

There are three challenges to choose from. The first is to walk 10,000
steps a day for a week. The second is to walk 500,000 steps during the
month of September, that is about 250 miles in the month. The third
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challenge is to walk 100,000 steps in a day, that is about 50 miles in
one day.

| already do the first option so that is not a challenge for me. | can't
ever imagine doing the third option, so | have chosen the second
option. Please pray that | will successfully complete it.

If you would like to give some money to this amazing Christian
organisation then go to www.justgiving.com/page/christine-crossley-
1691776666285, or you can give me the money and | will pass it on.

Thank you so much for your support and prayers. They are very much
appreciated.

Christine Crossley
Next Magazine & News

The next edition of The Magazine will be for November / December
2023 — the deadline for the submission of items and contributions to
Martin will be Wednesday 25th October - all contributions welcome.

Andrew and lJill Lolley

Do pray for Andrew and Jill Lolley who have now moved from North
Yorkshire to Worcestershire where Andrew has been called to be
Associate Pastor at Pershore Evangelical Church. The church was
formed in January 1990 and meets in Abbey Park First and Nursery
School. Andrew will be working alongside the Pastor, Clive Bryant as
he moves towards retirement with the intention that when that
happens Andrew will become the Pastor. Andrew started work on 1st
September and his induction will be during the evening service on
September 11th. There are plans for a welcome service for Andrew
and Jill on a Saturday afternoon, probably in November.
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Bible Studies

Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option

Sept | 13" | Deputation Slavic Gospel Association
20" | Deputation Sajida Igbal, Noor Ministries
27t | Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 19 v24-43

Oct |4t 2 Samuel 20
11t 2 Samuel 21 v1-14
18t 2 Samuel 21 v15-23
25t 2 Samuel 22 v1-25

Nov | 1% 2 Samuel 22 v26-51

Speakers are yet to be confirmed for the rest of the series in 2 Samuel
from October onwards.

Preaching Plan

Morning Evening
Sept 10" | Mark Rowcroft Mark Rowcroft
17% | Gordon Robertson Martin Sellens
24™ | Martin Sellens (Harvest) | Alan Brearley
Oct 1t Mick Lockwood Richard Brown (Com)
gth Martin Woodier Martin Woodier
15™ | Martin Woodier Martin Woodier
22" | Alan Brearley Martin Sellens
29" | Martin Sellens Richard Brown
Nov 5th Alan Brearley (Com) Steve Harding

(com) = (Communion)
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Outside Appointments

Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months
as follows;

Alan Brearley
Sun Oct 1st am Bethel, New Wortley Sun Oct 29th am Garforth

Paul Crossley

Sun Sep 24th pm Pentecost Baptist

Sun Oct 1st am Hebron, Altofts Sun Oct 8th am Garforth
Sun Oct 29th pm Pentecost Baptist

Sun Nov 5th am Hebron, Altofts

Rotas

Cleaning

Week Ending

Sep | 16™ | Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard

23 | Elaine & John Snuggs , Sue & Gordon Chell

30" | Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton

Oct 7t Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens

14" | Hickman Family, Natalie Sellens

21% | Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard

28" | Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell

Nov | 4% Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton
Flowers
For Sunday
Sept 17"  Margaret Williams  24™  Mavis Mathers
Oct 1¢ Rosemary Hilton gth Anne Sellens
15" Carole Brearley 22" Kathryn Hibbard

29" Elaine Snuggs
Nov 5t Angela Mathers
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September
Tue 12
Wed 13
Thu 14
Fri 15
Sun 17
Tue 19
Thu 21
Sat 23
Thu 28

October
Tue 3

Thu 5

Thu 12
Sun 15
Thu 19

Thu 26
Sat 28

November
Thu 2

7.30pm
1.15pm
7.30pm
6pm
2pm
7.30pm
2pm
7pm
7.30pm

7.45pm
1pm

7.30pm
7.30pm
2pm
2pm

Diary

Ladies Craft Evening — Amber, Russet and Ruby!
Tots Club restarts after summer break
Rockup restarts after summer break

Ketchup restarts after summer break

Service at Cookridge Court

Mens Fellowship

Thursday at Two Speaker: Tim Mills

Harvest Supper Speaker: Martin Woodier
Rockup

Elder Deacons Meeting at 68 MWood Walk
Thursday at Two Harvest Meal

Speaker: Alan Brearley

Missionary Prayer Meeting

Rockup

Service at Bedford Court

Thursday at Two

Speaker: Paul Crossley

7.30pm Rockup
End of British Summer Time — clocks go back 1 hour

2pm
7.30pm

Thursday at Two
Missionary Prayer Meeting

14



Diary of Services and Activities

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship 10.30am
Key Club (children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Prayer Meeting 5.30pm
Evening Worship 6.30pm

A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service.

Tuesday Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday — bimonthly) 7.30pm
Wednesday Tots Club (term time) 1.15pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm
Thursday Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly) 2.00pm
Rock Up (school years 7-11- fortnightly) 7.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly) 7.30pm
Friday Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time) 6.00pm

Tinshill Free Church
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL
Registered Charity No. 511933
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk
Elder:
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com

Deacons:

Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com

Mr Richard Brown (Secretary) tinshillchurchsecretary@gmail.com
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@ hotmail.com



