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Pastoral Letter – May / June 2023 
 

True Beauty 
 
They say that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. We can all 
appreciate different things. However, I don’t think anyone could fail to 
be impressed by the sight that Anne and I saw at the end of April. We 
had made a special well-planned trip up to Northumberland to The 
Garden at Alnwick with one purpose in mind – to see and experience 
the Cherry Orchard in blossom. We were not disappointed. Whilst the 
weather was overcast and not particularly bright and the skies grey the 
white blossom filled our view. Planted up the hillside with a winding 
pathway through it all are 326 Prunus “Taihaku” trees – the Great 
White Cherry with its distinctive full white blossom and rust coloured 
leaves. Apparently, it is the largest cherry orchard of its kind in the 
world. It was quite a sight as we wandered up through it. In addition, 
wooden swings have been constructed in rows amidst the trees so that 
you can sit and swing and contemplate the beauty of it all. It was quite 
an experience. I took a lot of photos needless to say! We give thanks 
for all the sights around us of natural beauty which point us toward a 
great Creator and Designer.  
 
The country is gearing up for the Coronation weekend as King Charles 
III is crowned at Westminster Abbey on May 6th in the morning. It 
promises to be quite a spectacle with large crowds gathered in London 
and many watching live on TV across the world. It is some 70 years 
since the last coronation which no doubt only some of our more senior 
citizens will remember. There will be pomp and ceremony with royal 
regalia and beautiful crowns in evidence to grace the occasion. We 
must certainly pray for our King in the years of his reign that he will 
rule wisely and with a true knowledge of God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
and fulfill the vows that he makes before God at the Coronation.  
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Last Sunday night at our church service John Harris preached from 
Revelation chapter 1 about the view that the old apostle John had on 
the island of Patmos of the glorified Christ. What a view that was. It 
was so overwhelming in its richness and intensity that John fell at the 
feet of Christ as if dead (Revelation 1v17). The Lord Jesus truly is a 
glorious and beautiful Saviour and in Him we see true beauty.  
 
As the Lord Jesus made His way unerringly towards the cross the 
prophet Isaiah writing some 700 years or so before Christ was born 
tells us that God’s sin-bearing servant has no outward beauty to draw 
us to him; 
“His visage was marred more than any man…He has no form or 
comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should 
desire Him” (Isaiah 52 v14 & 53 v2). And yet in Christ we see true 
beauty in His life of service and sacrifice, in His compassion and mercy, 
in the forgiveness He offered so graciously, in the truth He spoke and 
the love that He showed to so many. It is in His character and person 
that we see the true beauty – all the more remarkable because He was 
not just a man but God the Son with great power and authority yet 
with such grace and empathy for our condition and need. This is the 
true inner beauty in His character and person that we are drawn to 
and wonder at as followers and disciples of Christ. This is the beauty 
that God in His great mercy can not only reveal to us but also can begin 
to bring into our lives as our character is moulded by Him ( as the 
potter does the pot he is working on) as His Spirit works in our heart. It 
is a lifelong process but one that produces true beauty within us – 
Godly beauty. This is the beauty that was clearly seen in Margaret 
Green and testified to at her recent Thanksgiving Service at the church. 
 
May we desire this beauty in our own individual lives and in our church 
– true beauty reflecting the beauty we see in our Saviour and our God. 
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This is the beauty that we need, replacing our sinful attitudes and ways 
with His godly character. It is God who does the work in our hearts by 
His Spirit but we need to heed His promptings, deal with our sin and 
obey His commands and Word. May God help us to do that so more 
and more the true beauty of God might be seen in us. This was David’s 
desire as well as expressed in Psalm 27 verse 4; 
 
“One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.”  
  
With love in the Lord Jesus, 
 
Martin Sellens 
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Remembering Margaret 
 
Margaret Green went to be with her Lord on 27th March 2023 and her 
Thanksgiving Service was held at Tinshill on 25th April just a few days 
short of her 93rd birthday. Having been with us for almost 30 years she 
spent the last three years of her life on Orkney in the loving care of her 
daughter and husband, Gill and Andy Fraser. 
 

 
 
The Lord brought her into Tinshill in a sweet link of circumstances, 
typical of Margaret, and the story below first appeared in one of our 
church weekly bulletins during the Covid lockdown. 
 
"In the mid 1980’s Margaret was not happy at the church she was 
attending. She was hungry for the word of God and didn’t feel she was 
being fed. She began praying in earnest about which church to go to. 
One morning she was in the post office queue behind an almost blind 
elderly lady. The lady kept looking around anxiously. Eventually 
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Margaret asked her if she was worried about something, to which the 
lady replied she had to get over to Beeston for a funeral and she 
feared she would miss the bus. Margaret said she would take her 
home in the car as the bus stop was near her home.  
That lady was Jessie Walmsley, a member of Tinshill. Jessie, not 
knowing Margaret was a Christian looking for a church, gave her a 
Tinshill church magazine. At home later that day Margaret opened the 
magazine and read the Pastoral Letter and was thrilled – “so much 
spiritual food”. She knew Tinshill was the church she should join. She 
went along the following Sunday night and saw Jessie sitting near the 
front so she joined her. The rest, as they say, is history. 
 
A lift, a church magazine, a pastoral letter, and the whole direction of 
her life and her service for the Lord changed. She “fed wonderfully” 
from then on and had a very firm friend in Jessie until Jessie went to be 
with the Saviour in 1990". 
 
The following is quoted from the tribute at her Thanksgiving Service. It 
was written jointly by Glyn and Margaret Williams and was read out by 
Margaret on behalf of them both. 
 
"The first word you think of when you remember Margaret is 
"gracious", quickly followed by prayerful, wise, utterly reliable, loving 
and smart (in both senses). 
We certainly thank God for all the years she was in membership here. 
The church benefitted greatly from having Margaret amongst us. 
 
GRACIOUS she was, in the way she spoke, the way she handled 
situations, the way she encouraged people with true pleasure to see 
them. She was very gracious in the way she registered her point of 
view or even her disagreement with something - she would smile, lean 
closer and say gently .... "don’t you think dear...... and you definitely 
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listened with care. She would always give you a straight point of view if 
you asked for it. 
 
She was gracious in how she carried and conducted herself, especially 
in the Lord's House and yet at the same time was never lacking in 
enthusiasm and zeal and joy.  
 
Margaret had no ulterior intentions ever, she was transparent in 
motive and expected others to be so naturally. She was earnest of 
personality and interested with sincerity, and interested in all the 
Lord's work not just the local church situation. 
 
She had a deep and constant love for all of her family, well-illustrated 
with all the photographs displayed in the dining room at No.92. She 
had the same zeal and interest in all the details of family life and 
development and loved to speak of each individual addition to her 
growing family generations. 
 
Margaret was prayerful. She loved being at the prayer meetings, both 
mid-week when it was right, but especially the early Sunday morning 
prayer meeting 8 - 8.45am. She would walk from her home with Meg, 
her dog, and Meg would sit outside the church door waiting quietly 
and patiently for the homeward walk. It was a peep into something 
special when Margaret prayed on those Sunday mornings. Her great 
reverence as well as her great love for God had you on the edge of 
your seat, glad to be there, and when she said she would pray for you 
or about something, you knew she would.  
 
(Margaret's W's note) - praying with Margaret at her home was one of 
the things I loved after we had had a coffee and a chat watching the 
birds through the French windows overlooking her secluded back 
garden. I learned a lot just listening to Margaret pray. 
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She obeyed God's word, the Bible and respected God's order and 
teaching in the church and she was a massive encouragement and 
support to Glyn personally in his role as Pastor over all her years here. 
She was so glad when her husband Alan was happy and keen to help us 
with the plans and many design details for the church extension which 
was built in 1992. 
 
She was UTTERLY RELIABLE 
In any task she undertook in church life she was utterly reliable not just 
in getting it done, but getting it done in the best way and detail to 
honour the Saviour she so loved. Here are a couple of examples… 
 
1. Flower lady. She was on the rota for providing fresh flowers in 
church each week but Margaret took responsibility for dealing with the 
flowers after the Sunday evening service EVERY WEEK. 
That for her involved trimming the stems and leaves, repackaging 
them attractively, filling out a small greetings card from the church to 
go with each bunch (sometimes more than one bunch) then taking 
them home with her and delivering them personally on Monday 
morning. To this day no one has filled her shoes in that way so 
devotedly. 
 
2. Lifts for children. Our Good News Club had a good number of 
children who came down to it every Friday, 6-7pm from the Holt Park 
Estate at the top of the hill. They had to be brought. Margaret 
volunteered to drive for this, along with Ruth Holder. In her usual 
manner this was done with gladness and zeal, in summer and winter, 
turning out in all weathers reliably, picking up the children and taking 
them to church and going home for a short while. Then, whatever the 
weather, turning out again to collect the children from church and 



8 
 

taking them safely home, sometimes doing more than one trip. This 
she did for many years. What a service for her Lord! 
 
Margaret was SMART - quick minded, she spotted things and had good 
discernment on all sorts of issues. But she was the other "smart" too. 
Who could doubt the love, reverence and honour she felt for the Lord 
in her manner, attitude and dress when she came into His house on His 
day. Does it matter? Yes, it does. One little peep into her effect on a 
child illustrates this. A small boy of six or seven who had parents in the 
church visited his mum in hospital following her surgery and reported 
to her that a lady had been to their house and brought a lovely cake. 
Which lady? asked his Mum. Oh, he said, a bit frustrated, "I don’t know 
her name but it’s that lady what loves church like heck!! We might 
smile, but what a wonderful impression of love, priority and 
importance given to our God and Saviour that she gave to a small boy. 
He got the message clear and strong. He has since become a Christian 
as an adult. Did Margaret play a small part - yes, we think she did. 
 
(This section written by Margaret W.) 
“It was a very hard day for Glyn and myself personally when Margaret 
needed to relocate to Orkney where Gill and Andy were well placed to 
give her the daily care and safety she needed. Covid had its grip on the 
nation and when we went down to her home at 92 to say goodbye we 
couldn't go into the house to hug her. We stood outside the familiar 
french windows with Glyn on his mobile phone to her landline and 
Margaret was listening and speaking on it indoors. Glyn did a short 
time of readings, comments and prayer and goodbyes and registered 
our great love and thanks for all she had contributed to the work of the 
church of Christ at Tinshill. We prayed one last time and blew kisses 
and had to turn and walk away. We knew it would be the last time. 
There were e-mails and Whatsapps and she received the weekly 
bulletin and then the church Magazine when we got back to that after 
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Covid and Gill kept well in touch, but the Lord had one last thing in 
store for me. 
 
When Margaret was approaching her final moments in this world I had 
a text from Gill telling me it was imminent and Margaret was lying very 
still with eyes permanently closed. I thought I ought to forward the 
text to Martin and pressed the phone key to do so. Only, that wasn’t 
the right key and I actually made a call and got Gill's face in front of 
me. I explained the error but she immediately put Margaret's face in 
front of me and said to her mum - its Margaret on the phone mum, 
from Tinshill and she's going to talk to you and pray. There was a noise 
from Margaret's throat and as I prayed Gill said her eyes were moving 
rapidly under her eyelids. That was something very special that the 
Lord gave unexpectedly to me. Her constant love and support for Glyn 
and myself in our calling at Tinshill has been so great and I was able to 
thank her again and say how much we loved her.  
 
We still give thanks for her. In Heaven, where all true believers go, the 
Lord Jesus the Lamb is all the Glory. To see Him will be everything. But 
the bible tells us that in Heaven there are pleasures for evermore, and 
to see Margaret again will be one of those pleasures when we have 
been so deeply joined here on earth in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus." 
 
The Thanksgiving Service was taken by Martin Sellens and family 
tributes were given by her son, David, and daughter Gill. A large 
number of Margaret's family were present, including several small 
great grandchildren. It is sad that Margaret is not with us anymore, but 
we delight in knowing she is with very much alive with her Saviour, and 
in the light of that the service was a deeply happy as well as moving 
one. 
 
Glyn & Margaret Williams  
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Letter from Kenya 
 

Dear Tinshill Brethren, 
Grace to you all and peace be multiplied from God our Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We hope all are well and happy in the Lord Jesus. 
 
 We are always praying for you with so much thanksgiving for you and 
for the labour of love you've regularly shown by sending sacrificial 
support to us your needy brethren here in Kenya. This financial 
support means a lot to us and really relieves us big deal both in our 
family lives and ministry. We miss words to explain how each one of us 
Elders are exceedingly grateful for your brotherly care in Christ our 
Lord. Yes; we thank God for you o dear caring brethren in Tinshill. 
Indeed you do put a plate of food on table before a very needy pastors 
and other brethren in our local churches whom we also share your gift 
to. 
 
As you saw in the receipts, (hope you received then) this time we also 
brought in our brother Emmanuel Kyalo who is pastoring one of our 
sister church at a place called Miaani. This is the local church where 
the late pastor David Munuve ministered. We the association Elders 
have been going to encourage them since the departure of our brother 
David as the local church was left with no pastor and then we are very 
much thankful for this brother who is raising among her members to 
pastor the church. Let's keep him continually in our prayers. 
 
Now we shared the gift among ourselves and the rest is spent in some 
other tremendous needs of the ministry alongside relieving some 
needs of other brethren who not pastors. All of them are very much 
thankful and have with great joy sent their deep appreciation and 
greetings if love to you all Tinshill church. 
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Now we request you for your prayers for a joint one day Convention 
which we will be holding at Ulaani church facility on 4th May 2023. 
We've invited our brother Joseph Masunga from one of our sister 
churches in Nairobi to be my co-speaker on the day as we will be 
speaking on the SUFFICIENCY OF THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST JESUS. We 
do have transport challenge for so many of the people and are praying 
that the good Lord will provide for our brethren especially those who 
will be coming from sister churches that are far from Ulaani. Many of 
them desired to have the Convention for two or at least three days but 
we couldn't afford the feeding cost for more than one day. So pray 
with us the our coming together will be God glorifying and edifying. 
 
Finally remember to pray for each local church that a growth in grace 
and knowledge of the Word of God will be evident. We all long to see 
genuine conversions in our evangelism and still ask for more prayers. 
 
We are thankfully receiving some rains and the long time drought is 
ending though not in all regions, please thank God with us.  
 
Please, give our very warm greetings of deep appreciation to one 
another for us in Kenya, and let each one know we love and 
continually say THANKS A LOT dears. 
 
For the Kenyan Brethren, 
 
Daniel Kimeu. 
 

“ Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 
meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open a door for the 
word, to speak the mystery of Christ.”          Colossians 4 v 2&3  
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Thought for the Month 
 
“As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted 
and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been 
taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.” 
Colossians 2 v 6&7 
 
Thought 
"New and improved!" That's the strategic marketing tag to re-
introduce an older product that has fallen out of public perception. 
Make a few changes, freshen the packaging, and re-market the old 
product as something new and improved. The apostle Paul wanted the 
Colossians to know that Jesus does not need to be updated or add 
some spiritually new ingredient. Instead, they needed to follow him as 
Lord, just as they did when they first became Christians. That is our 
need, too! Our lives need to be rooted and nurtured in Christ Jesus as 
Lord, full of thankfulness for God's incredible gift of grace in his Son. 
And we must realize Jesus is more than any additive-laden, updated, or 
new religious fad could ever be! 
 
Prayer 
Loving Father and Almighty God, thank you for the gift of your grace 
given to me in Jesus Christ. Forgive me when I get fascinated by what is 
flashy and new, and I desire something fresh and novel. Please make 
my walk with Jesus fresh each day. Strengthen my appreciation that 
His lordship in my life will help me face the difficult circumstances 
along the way and greet the exciting new opportunities each day with 
joy, strength, hope, and power. In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen. 
 
From Christian Police Association, submitted by Paul Crossley 
  



13 
 

Preaching Plan 
 

  Morning Evening 
    
May 7th  Martin Sellens (com)  Richard Brown 
 14th  Mick Lockwood                       Gordon Frame 
 21st  Steve Harding                          Alan Brearley 
 28th  Martin Sellens Martin Sellens (baptism) 
June 4th  Dan Peters                               Dan Peters (com)                  
 11th  Martin Sellens Martin Sellens 
 18th  Alan Brearley Mick Lockwood 
 25th  Richard Brown Douglas Young 
July 2nd  Stephen Bowers (com) Martin Sellens 
    
(com) = (Communion) 

  

Bible Studies 
 

Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option 
 
    
May 10th   Caring for Life Deputation 
 17th  Paul Crossley 2 Samuel 10 
 24th  Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 11 
 31st  Richard Brown 2 Samuel 12 v1-15a 
June 7th   Alan Brearley 2 Samuel 12 v15b-31 
 14th  Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 13 v1-22 
 21st   Glyn Williams 2 Samuel 13 v23-39 
 28th   Douglas Young Deputation 
July 3rd  Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 14 
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News 
 
Do pray for Ruth Holder following a recent fall in Headingley and a 
week spent in hospital with a broken jaw and wrist. She came home on 
Thursday April 27th and is recovering at home with support. 
 
Do remember Thomas Hibbard and Abigail as they prepare for their 
wedding on Saturday June 3rd – we send them our love, best wishes 
and prayers for their married life together. 
  

Outside Appointments 
 

Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months;  
 
Alan Brearley; 
Wed May 10th 8pm – Bible Study at Bethel, New Wortley 
 
Martin Sellens; 
Sat May 20th 2.30pm - Torch Trust for the Blind 
 
Paul Crossley; 
Sun May 7th   am        Hebron, Altofts 
Sun May 14th am        Garforth Evangelical 
Sun May 21st am        Crossgates 
Sun May 28th am        Crossgates 
                          pm        Pentecost Baptist 
Sun June 4th   am        Hebron, Altofts 
Sun June 11th am        Garforth Evangelical 
Sun June 25th pm       Pentecost Baptist 
Sun July 2nd   am        Hebron, Altofts 



15 
 

 

Diary 
 

May  
Mon 8       4.30pm    Community Coronation Tea 
Thu 11      7.30pm     Rockup (then fortnightly) 
Tue 16      7.45pm     Elder Deacons meeting at 23 Kirkwood Drive 
Thu 18           1pm     Thursday at Two Soup and Sweet Special  
             Speaker: John Harris  
Tue 23           7pm     Mens Fellowship Evening Ramble 
  
June 
Thu 1             2pm      Thursday at Two Speaker: Richard Brown 
                  7.30pm     Missionary Prayer Meeting at church 
Tue 13      7.45pm     Elder Deacons Meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk 
Thu 15           2pm     Thursday at Two Speaker: Adam Robertson 
Mon 26     am/pm    Bible Exhibition with local schools –   
to Fri 30                     The Amazing Acts  
 
July 
Thu 6        7.30pm    Missionary Prayer Meeting at church 

 
Next Magazine 

 
The next edition of The Magazine will be for July / August 2023 – the 
deadline for the submission of items and contributions to Martin will 
be Wednesday 28th June - all contributions welcome. 
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Rotas 

 
Cleaning 
 
Week Ending 
May 13th  Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton 
 20th  Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
 27th  Hickman Family, Natalie Sellens 
June 3rd  Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard 
 10th  Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell 
 17th  Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton 
 24th  Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
July 1st  Hickman Family, Natalie Sellens 
   

 
Flowers 
 
For Sunday 
May  14th  Christine Crossley 
 21st  Eva Ng 
 28th  Natalie Sellens 
June 4th  Kathryn Hibbard 
 11th  Mavis Mathers 
 18th  Rosemary Hilton 
 25th  Anne Sellens 
July 2nd  Carole Brearley 
 
 
 

  
 
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord 
   and not to men…for you serve the Lord Christ”  
                      Colossians 3 v 23 & 24 
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Diary of Services and Activities 
 

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship   10.30am 
Key Club (children aged 4-11)   10.30am 
Prayer Meeting    5.30pm 
Evening Worship    6.30pm 

 
A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and 
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service. 
 
Tuesday Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday – bimonthly) 7.30pm  
 
Wednesday  Tots Club (term time)    1.15pm 

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study   7.45pm 
 
Thursday  Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly)  2.00pm 
  Rock Up (school years 7-11- fortnightly)  7.30pm 
  Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly)  7.30pm 
 
Friday   Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time)  6.00pm  
 

Tinshill Free Church 
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL 
Registered Charity No. 511933 
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk 

Elder: 
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG 
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com 
 
Deacons: 
Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com  
Mr Richard Brown (Secretary) tinshillchurchsecretary@gmail.com 
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@hotmail.com 


