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Pastoral Letter - January / February 2023

The Year Ahead

Listening to the radio recently it seems that nobody has anything good
to say about 2023! Apparently the next “good” year could be 2024
when the economy is expected to pick up and the next Olympic Games
takes place in Paris. 2023 has been written off as another difficult year
when the country will be in recession and struggling with the cost of
living as the war continues in the Ukraine. According to the latest
report from the International Monetary Fund about half the world is in
recession and there are downturns expected in the major world
economies of the US and China which will also impact upon us - there
is not much cause for optimism or so it would seem!

We must be careful not to allow ourselves to join in the “Eeyore”
mentality of gloomy negativity which pervades our world today
(Eeyore being the sad donkey in the Winnie-the-Pooh books by AA
Milne). Itis easy to slip into the habit as there is so much wrong in our
world today with serious issues in so many sectors of our society and
national life. We must continue to pray for people who “walk in
darkness and the shadow of death” (Isaiah 9 v 2) and who lack the light
of the gospel and the joy which comes from that which is not
determined by our outward circumstances.

It has been good recently to celebrate the birth of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Surely the coming into the world of God the Son in human form
has brought a great light into the world which has changed so many
lives across the centuries as the “good news” of the gospel has spread
far and wide, and continues to do so. Joy truly comes with optimism
when we move from a position of darkness and unbelief in God to one
of knowing Him as our Saviour and King. Having Christ in our hearts by
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faith as our Lord and King not only gives us security and eternal safety
but also it enables us “by faith” to live expectantly with joy trusting
Him for all that is to come because He loves and cares for us and
knows the beginning from the end. We don’t know what is in store for
us this year — He does.

The kingship of Christ is spoken of by the prophet Isaiah in the
following terms;

“Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end,
upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and
establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this” (9 v 7).

We will see in our Bible Studies over the coming months in the book of
2 Samuel how David became King and what a struggle it was, firstin
Judah and then over all Israel. The Kingship of Christ and the kingdom
of God has the everlasting zeal and determination of God behind it and
is founded on the godly characteristics of judgment and justice —it is
an everlasting and increasing kingdom marked out by peace between
God and man based on the sacrifice of Christ for us on the cross — One
sacrifice for sins forever. What a source of optimism that is and for the
gospel to continue to make inroads in our world in 2023.

What a King we have in Jesus. Ultimately when we see Him exalted on
high in the glory of Heaven He will wear many crowns as John’s

revelation describes;

“on His head were many crowns....His name is called the Word of
God... And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. “(Revelation 19v12, 13 & 16)



What a glorious view of Christ. Contrast that with the view that we
have of Him as He goes to the cross at Calvary for us;

“Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and
gathered the whole garrison around Him. And they stripped Him and
put a scarlet robe on Him. When they had twisted a crown of thorns,
they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed
the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!”” (Matthew 27 v27-29).

There is such irony and tragedy here if only the soldiers had realised it!
They mock Jesus as a King clearly not believing it is true and yet He is
God'’s eternal King — not just of the Jew but of the Gentiles from every
tribe, tongue and nation. There has never been, or could be, another
King like Him. A King who would submit Himself to all the humiliation
He did that He might win for Himself a people cleansed by His blood,
forgiven of their sins and destined for eternal glory because of His
great love and mercy.

We can trust such a King to lead us in the coming year with optimism,
whatever the circumstances turn out to be.

One national event which is planned this year is the Coronation of
King Charles Il on Saturday 6th May with an additional Bank Holiday
on Monday 8th (giving us, unusually, 3 Bank Holiday Mondays in May
this year!). The St Edward’s Crown will be used for the Coronation as it
has been since the 13th century. The present St Edward’s Crown was
made for Charles Il in 1661 and is solid gold inlaid with 444 precious
and semi-precious stones. Even now the Crown has been moved from
The Tower of London to a secret location so it can be altered to fit King
Charles. It promises to be quite a spectacle although the actual service



will not be the 3 hour version that took place at the Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth Il in 1953 (we can be thankful for that!).

As we anticipate the Coronation of King Charles this year may we
consider our great King who truly reigns over us in love — King Jesus.
May He truly be enthroned in our hearts and may we serve Him
faithfully and with joy and optimism in 2023 as the year unfolds before
us.

With love in the Lord for a fruitful New Year,

Martin Sellens

News from Kenya

Below is an E Mail received from Daniel Kimeu on behalf of the Kenyan
brethren responding to the gift sent from the church at Tinshill to
them in December;

“Hello too brother and to you grace and peace be multiplied in Jesus
name. Thanks. Yes; we've very much gratefully received the gift which
is really a great relief for us here, what a loving support to the pastors
from you o dear brethren!! The Lord God is glorified in your labour of
love to us. Please let the Tinshill church family know we are ever giving
thanks to God for them.

Elder Paul Muiva and | are now working on distribution hopefully to be
completed next week since we are having our pastors association in
the week at Ulaani Baptist church facility to finalise on our joint
churches convention where all of us come together for the teaching of
the Word, prayer and fellowship.

Thanks once again and greet our brethren for us in love.”
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Daniel then sent the following picture of the pastors having received
their share of the gift;

— Y

Finally, Daniel sent a personal message reproduced below;

“We are so much thankful to God as a family for keeping us through all
these difficult years in the ministry, all our three children are now in
high schools (secondary schools) and their school fees has been a very
big challenge with us. Now they are with us for the December vacation
and will be re-opening on 23rd January 2023 and around Kshs 100,000
will be needed in clearing their first term of the year, an amount we do
not have. Please mention this need in your prayers for us as you
continue to pray for our labour in the gospel of the grace of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord

More love to you all in Tinshill Free Church from us as a family -
Victoria and |, our first-born Blessed 17, Brilliant 15, and our last-born
boy Ebenezer 13.”



November / December 2022 Photos

The photos below show Mark Pitten in his bed at Headingley Nursing
Home on December 22" when he was given communion by Martin
and we sang carols together, Elaine Snuggs signing copies of her new
book “The Reluctant Queen” at the book event on November 26th
when 40 copies were sold and Daniel Kimeu and his family in Kenya in
December (see article on pages 4&5).






To Live is Christ and to Die is Gain —a poem

Lord, it belongs not to my care,
Whether | die or live:
To love and serve thee is my share,
And this Thy grace must give.

If life be long, | will be glad
That | may long obey;
If short, yet why should | be sad
To welcome endless day?

Christ leads me through no darker rooms
Than He went through before:
He that unto God's kingdom comes,
Must enter by this door.

Come, Lord when grace hath made me meet
Thy blessed face to see;
For if thy work on earth be sweet,
What will thy glory be!

Then shall end my sad complaints
And weary sinful days,
And join with the triumphant saints
To sing Jehovah's praise.

My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim;
But 'tis enough that Christ knows all,
And | shall be with Him.

Richard Baxter, Puritan — submitted by Paul Crossley
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Is our salvation worth it?

After listening to the news recently | was pondering on the
consequences of man’s sin. Natural disasters — earthquakes, floods,
drought, fires, hurricanes... Disease of every kind... Man-made
suffering — war, murder, violence, oppression, abuse...

When you think about all the pain and suffering that has existed for
thousands of years, it is vast. It is immense and appalling, too much for
us to really take in.

God knew what would come about as a consequence of sin. He saw all
the pain and suffering before He even started to create. Yet He still
chose to go ahead and create the world and everything in it, including
people. | asked myself: Why?

Before the beginning of time, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were in
perfect fellowship with each other, perfect love and unity. Why did
God bother to create, when He knew what a mess His creation would
end up in?

Because He wanted a people for Himself. People whom He could love.
People who would choose to love Him in return and live in fellowship
with Him for ever.

The only way to bring this about was through a Redeemer, a Rescuer
for God’s people. The Lord Jesus Christ had to come to save us. Yet
what immense personal suffering Jesus went through. Not only the
pains and troubles common to everyone, but also the unimaginable
weight of all our guilt and sin, resulting in the pain of separation from
His Father.



So God saw thousands of years of human suffering; He also saw the
immense personal suffering of His own beloved Son. Are we really
worth all that trouble? Am | really worth all that pain? | pondered this
—and realised...

We can see the past and the present, but God sees the whole of
human history, including what to us is the future. He sees that the joy
of having a redeemed people is greater than the sum of total human
suffering. The joy, glory, fulfilment and fellowship of heaven is greater
than human pain throughout history. The wonder of the new heaven
and earth, of eternity with God in love and fellowship, outweighs the
history of human suffering. God sees that the future of His people IS
worth all the trouble. Wow! How awesomely great must our future be!

We read in Scripture that Jesus “for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame” (Hebrews 12:2). The apostle
Paul wrote “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).
We read in Revelation 19 that Jesus welcomes His bride, the church, to
a glorious marriage supper. In Revelation 21 and 22 we read of how
wonderful life will be for God’s people following His creation of the
new heaven and earth. God has promised so much good for His
people, He clearly considers that our redemption and salvation truly
are worth all the trouble involved. If Jesus Himself considered our
salvation to be worth all the pain of suffering and death, then how
much must He love and treasure us?

10



What an encouragement this can be for us when we lose heart, or
when we are weighed down by the troubles of the world. But also,
what a challenge if we find we are taking our faith lightly, losing sight
of what our salvation has cost.

Let us be sure to praise God for the immensity of His love and for His
whole plan of salvation —and especially to praise the Lord Jesus Christ
for willingly undergoing so much personal pain and suffering on our
behalf.

Rosemary Hilton

Bible Studies
Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option

Jan 11th  Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 2 v12-32
18th Richard Brown 2 Samuel 3v1-21
25th  Glyn Williams 2 Samuel 3v22-39

Feb  1st Alan Brearley 2 Samuel 4
8th Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 5v1-16
15th Deputation Meeting
22nd Richard Brown 2 Samuel 5v17-25

Mar  1st Alan Brearley 2 Samuel 6 v1-11
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Preaching Plan

Morning Evening
Jan  8® Alan Brearley Glyn Williams
15th  Gordon Frame Martin Sellens
22nd Martin Sellens Roger Fay
29th  Martin Sellens Steve Harding
Feb 5th Richard Brown Martin Sellens (com)
12th  John Harris John Harris
19th  Martin Sellens Alan Brearley
26th  Ben Hutton Roger Fay
Mar 5th Martin Sellens (com) Richard Brown

(com) = (Communion)

Outside Appointments
Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months
as follows;

Alan Brearley;
SunJan 15tham Bethel, New Wortley

Glyn Williams;
Sun Feb 12th am Garforth
Wed Feb 22nd pm Bible study at Bethel, New Wortley

Paul Crossley;

Sun Jan 29th pm Pentecost Baptist
Sun Feb 26th pm Pentecost Baptist
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A Hymn for the New Year

Father, although | cannot see
the future You have planned,
and though the path is sometimes dark
and hard to understand,
yet give me faith, through joy and pain,
to trace Your loving hand.

When | recall that in the past
Your promises have stood
through every perplexing circumstance
and every changing mood,
| rest content that all things work
together for my good.

Whatever, then, the future brings
of good or seeming ill,
| ask for strength to follow You
and grace to trust You still;
and | would look for no reward,
except to do Your will.

John Eddison, b 1916
Christian Hymns number 774
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Diary

January
Tue 10th - 7.45pm - Elder Deacons Meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk
Thu 12t - 1pm - Hot Food followed by Thursday at Two

Speaker: Paul Crossley

7.30pm - Missionary Prayer Meeting at church

Sun 22" - 2pm - Cookridge Court Service
Tue 24"~ 7.45pm - Annual General Meeting at the church
Thu 26" - 1pm - Thursday at Two Soup and Sweet Special
Speaker: Alan Brearley

February
Tue 7t" - 7.45pm - Elder Deacons Meeting at 26 Woodlands Avenue
Thu 9% - 1pm - Hot Food followed by Thursday at Two

Speaker: Glyn Williams

7.30pm - Missionary Prayer Meeting at church

Tue 21nd - 7.30pm - Mens Fellowship at church

Thu 23" - 1pm - Thursday at Two Soup and Sweet Special
Speaker: Martin Sellens

March

Sat 4" - am/pm - Connected Conference at Dewsbury Evangelical

Church. Subject: Confident Christianity — Standing for Christ in

challenging times.
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Rotas

Cleaning
Week Ending
Jan 7% Hickman Family, Natalie sellens
14™  Kathryn Hibbard & Nigel Hibbard
21 Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell
28t Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton
Feb 4t Deborah Williams, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens
11%"  Hickman Family, Natalie sellens
18" Kathryn Hibbard & Nigel Hibbard
251 Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell
Mar 4t Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton

Flowers
For Sunday
Jan 8™  Colette Hickman
15" Kathryn Hibbard
22" Sue Chell
29t  Christine Crossley
Feb 5%  EvaNg
12t Natalie Sellens
19%"  Margaret Williams
26" Mavis Mathers
Mar 5%  Rosemary Hilton

Finally - Look at Paul and Peter’s letters where we have some great
exhortations at the end of the letters beginning with Finally or Finally
brethren - see 2 Corinthians 13 v11, Ephesians 6 v10, Philippians 4 v8,
2 Thessalonians 3 vl and 1 Peter 3 v8.
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Diary of Services and Activities

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship 10.30am
Key Club (children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Prayer Meeting 5.30pm
Evening Worship 6.30pm

A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service.

Tuesday Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday — bimonthly) 7.30pm
Wednesday Tots Club (term time) 1.15pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm
Thursday Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly) 2.00pm
Rock Up (school years 7-11- fortnightly) 7.30pm
Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly) 7.30pm
Friday Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time) 6.00pm

Tinshill Free Church
Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL
Registered Charity No. 511933
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk
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Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com

Deacons:
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