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Pastoral Letter - November / December 2022 
 

It’s all a matter of Trust 

 
What a couple of months it has been with the death and funeral of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the accession of King Charles III to the 
throne in September. Since becoming monarch King Charles has 
already seen 2 Prime Ministers! After Boris Johnson came Liz Truss and 
after Liz Truss came Rishi Sunak. The most recent transfer of power 
took place on Tuesday 25th October. After travelling to the Palace to 
see the King and be asked to form a Government Rishi Sunak travelled 
back to Downing Street to a waiting crowd of the World’s media to 
speak to the nation. 
 
In his short speech the new Prime Minister set out his determination 
to work day and night to deal with the many serious issues that face us 
as nation and to lead a government which has integrity, is professional 
and accountable at every level. Mr Sunak recognized that trust has to 
be rebuilt with the British people. So many people now do not trust 
our politicians and what they say given all the “U turns” in policy and 
broken promises – they cannot be relied upon for stability and security 
in this life.  
 
This leads us to the inevitable question – “Who then can we trust?” if 
we are inevitably disappointed in our leaders at both national and local 
level. After all they are human and not in control of circumstances 
which happen in the world and which often cannot be anticipated or 
foreseen.  
 
The answer surely must be found in God Himself. He is in control of all 
that happens and is without sin. Above all He is the great “I am” – 
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eternal, ever present and never changing in His character and 
purposes. He is the One we can and must trust both in this life and for 
our eternal future. He provides the stability and security that we need 
in this life – an anchor for the soul which is sure and steadfast, as well 
as certainty and hope about what happens after death for those who 
are trusting in Him.  
 
The love, care and compassion that God has for us as human beings is 
so clearly demonstrated as we approach another Christmas season and 
celebrate the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ into our world – 
Immanuel “God with us”. The coming of the Christ child is so significant 
in human history – God coming in our flesh, sharing our humanity, 
stepping into time and our frame and setting aside His glory. For the 
eternal God to come to us from the purity of Heaven into a sinful world 
for just a short space of time is amazing, so needful and clearly shows 
us that it was for an overriding purpose.  
 
We were lost, strangers to God and separated by our sin with no hope 
of reconciliation and eternal glory. Christ came to bridge the gap, 
which only He could do, and make it possible for us to be reconciled, 
forgiven and restored. He came to seek and save the lost. He came as a 
Saviour, Substitute and Scapegoat. He came to suffer and die and rise 
again from the dead – blazing a trail for all those who would trust in 
Him and follow Him.  He came to establish the kingdom of God and 
win a people for Himself. He has done the work – it is finished. What 
we must do is believe in Him and trust Him. 
 
When the people from Galilee asked the Lord “What shall we do, that 
we may work the works of God?” Jesus replied clearly “This is the work 
of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent” (John 6 verses 28 & 29).  
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God sent the Lord Jesus, His Son, into this world – we must believe and 
trust in Him. We must believe that He is God the Son and we must 
believe in the work that He has done on our behalf at the cross and 
through the resurrection. Only in this way can we enter into the 
kingdom of God and know all the blessings which come from being a 
child of God. So let us not trust in the uncertain riches of this life but in 
the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy (1 Timothy 6 v 
17).  
 
Let us heed the words of Solomon, King of Israel who was granted 
great wisdom from God, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear 
the Lord and depart from evil.” (Proverbs 3 v 5-7).  
 
So we can and must trust God, His Word and His Son – this is the 
pathway to true blessing in this life and eternal hope beyond the 
grave. May you know the true peace and joy of this Christmas season 
and may you trust God to work in your life in 2023.  
 
“O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man (woman and child) who trusts in 
You!” Psalm 84 v12 
 
With love in the Lord, 
 
Martin Sellens 
 
“Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest 
He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him”. Psalm 2 v11&12   
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New Arrivals 

 
We praise God for 3 new arrivals in recent weeks born to families 
connected to the church; 
 
Thursday 13th October -  Elanor Li Hua born to Chen and Rachel, a 
second grandchild for Philip and Eva  ( Elanor means “God is my light”)  
 
Friday 14th October – Jonathan born to Rafat and Mirna, their first 
precious child  (see picture below) 
 
Saturday 29th October – Charlotte Ruth born to Tim and Hannah, a 
sister to William and another grandchild for Anthony and Rosemary 
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For Prayer 

 
We are thankful that John Snuggs has come safely through his heart 
bypass surgery, which has gone well,  and is now out of Intensive Care 
and on a ward in hospital.  It is likely that he will come home during 
this week as I write – we must pray that he will have a full recovery as 
he regains his strength following major surgery and for Elaine as she 
cares for him.  He is now home – praise the Lord! 
 
 

Thank you 

 
A big thank you to everyone who has donated money for my 
sponsored walk for Mission Aviation Fellowship's Time in their Shoes 
appeal. On the day that I did the walk the weather was perfect and I 
really enjoyed the challenge. The total raised was £425. 
Thanks again.  God bless. 
 
Christine Crossley 
 

 

How much more! 

 
This was the subject of the Bible Study I did at the Men’s Fellowship 
meeting on 20th September. This little phrase is a great 
encouragement in Scripture and is worth dwelling upon. At the 
meeting I outlined 6 instances where these or equivalent words are 
used in the Bible. Here they are in summary; 
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1. Matthew 7 v 7-11 from the Sermon on the Mount spoken by the 
Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples; 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is 
there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!”  
 
These verses highlight the willingness of God to give His people good 
things when we ask Him – far more than human parents to their 
children. How gracious and kind He is to us, undeserving as we 
undoubtedly are. Compassion, kindness and generosity are all found in 
men and women but these characteristics come from God in their 
purest form. “The Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give grace 
and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who walk 
uprightly.” (Psalm 84 v11).  
 
For the Christian who trusts totally in Christ, as the apostle Paul makes 
clear in Romans 8, God is for us and not against us. If God did not spare 
His own Son but delivered Him up to be our Saviour and bear our 
punishment then shall He not give us all things in Christ? His generosity 
is without measure!  
 
2. Matthew 6 v 26 again from the Sermon on the Mount; 
“Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they?” 
 
In other words, how much more does God value the believer above 
the unbeliever and people above every other creature in His creation. 
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After all, Christians are a precious people redeemed by the precious 
blood of Christ. God is good to all – see Matthew 5 v 45 but we gain so 
much more when we seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness 
above everything else (Matthew 6 v 33). We are given every spiritual 
blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1 v 3).  
  
3. Proverbs 15 v 11; 
“Hell and destruction are before the Lord; so how much more the 
hearts of the sons of men”. 
 
We don’t like to think about hell and the consequences of our sin and 
rebellion but this verse tells out that it is a reality and is ever before 
the Lord. What is encouraging, and at the same time challenging, is 
that our hearts are even more before the Lord. He knows our hearts 
and that without Christ we are in mortal danger of His righteous 
judgment. The state of our heart is critical in determining our eternal 
destiny. It is precisely because of His awareness of our plight that the 
Father sent the Son into our world so that we have hope and a way of 
escape from judgment. Forgiveness and reconciliation are only 
possible because God has acted decisively and provided us with a 
Saviour, aware of our desperate situation and lack of hope without 
Him. 
 
4. Hebrews 9 v 13 & 14; 
“For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God?”  
 
Here we see the importance and superiority of the power of the blood 
of Christ to cleanse us and forgive us from sins compared to the animal 
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sacrifices of the Old Testament. There is nothing more powerful or 
effective. There never can be because this is the precious blood of God 
the Son. If He has washed us clean then we will be clean indeed! He is 
the One who takes that which is dead and gives us life so we can truly 
serve the living God. 
  
5. Philemon 15 & 16;  
“For perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose, that you might 
receive him forever, no longer a slave but more than a slave – a 
beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in 
the flesh and in the Lord.”  
 
Paul here is writing to Philemon, a beloved friend and labourer in the 
faith, about Onesimus, his runaway slave and now converted to Christ 
and nurtured under Paul’s ministry to a point when he is being sent 
back to his former master. Onesimus has undergone a significant 
transformation in his status and eternal destiny. He has been forgiven 
and reconciled to God and now Paul writes to Philemon to urge him to 
receive back Onesimus but no longer as a slave but a brother in the 
faith. What a change from a runaway slave to a beloved brother, both 
in the flesh (in human terms) and in the Lord (spiritually). Paul says to 
Philemon that perhaps Onesimus departed from him for a while that 
he might receive him back forever. How much more can God work to 
change our situation and future. 
  
6. Hebrews 10 v 24 & 25; 
“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another and so much the more as 
you see the Day approaching.” 
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Here we see the importance of encouraging and exhorting each other 
in the faith - to stir up each other in our love for the Saviour and in the 
good works which God has prepared for us to do. This becomes even 
more important and crucial as we move towards the Second Coming of 
Christ (the Day). We need to be consistent and persistent in the living 
out of our faith as Scripture warns us that some will fall away. May 
that not be the case with us. May we be those who by our attendance 
and support show that we are walking in faith and seeking to 
encourage others to do the same.  
 
Martin Sellens 
 
 

Plans and Providence 

 
“If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” James 4 verse 15 
 
Read James 4 verses 13 to 17 
 
In 2000, an upstart company operating on a postal-movie-rental 
system offered to sell their company for £35 million to Blockbuster, 
the film and video game rentals king at that time. Netflix had roughly 
300,000 subscribers, while Blockbuster had millions and millions of 
them. Blockbuster passed on the opportunity to purchase their little 
competitor. The result? Today Netflix has more than 180 million 
subscribers and is worth nearly £150 billion. As for Blockbuster, well . . 
. it went bust! None of us can predict the future. 
 
We’re tempted to believe that we’re in control of our lives and that 
our plans for the future will succeed. But James says, “You are a mist  
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that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (4:14). Life is brief, 
and more fragile than we often realise. Planning is necessary, but the 
sin of presumption is in the assumption that we’re in control. That’s 
why James warns us not to “boast in [our] arrogant schemes,” for “all 
such boasting is evil” (v. 16). 
 
The way to avoid this sinful practice is through grateful participation 
with God. Gratitude reminds us that He’s the source of every “good 
and perfect gift” (1:17). Then when we come to God, we ask Him not 
to simply bless our present and future plans but to help us join Him in 
what He’s doing. This is what it means to pray, “If the Lord wills” (4:15). 
 
Scripture Insight 
 
Is it wrong to plan? Certainly not. Those who come away from James 
4:13–17 thinking that good planning is a bad thing miss the point of 
the passage and ignore Scripture’s teaching elsewhere. Students of life 
know the value of having a plan. So did the writer in Proverbs 21:5: 
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone 
who is hasty, surely to poverty”. A good plan is a good thing. What 
James critiques and condemns, however, is the kind of planning that 
ignores life’s uncertainty and brevity (James 4:14) and God as the giver 
of life (v. 15). The book of James has been called the “Proverbs of the 
New Testament.” James 4:13–17 echoes Proverbs 27:1: “Do not boast 
about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring” and 
encourages us to “trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). 
 
From “Our Daily Bread” submitted by Paul Crossley 
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Chatterbox 

 
The first meeting of Chatterbox was on 31st August 2021 and has run 
weekly since then, apart from a couple of breaks at Christmas and in 
August this year.  It has been greatly appreciated by those who have 
attended regularly but has not led to a significant number of new 
contacts coming in. The team has recently met to review Chatterbox 
and consider future possibilities.  It is clear that with the current health 
difficulties of several key people we are not able to carry on as we 
have been doing.  The decision has therefore been taken to suspend 
Chatterbox after next week (November 8th) and to reassess things 
again in the Spring.  All of our regular attendees are catered for in 
other meetings of the church.  In the meantime, do please be in prayer 
about how we can reach out into the community with the resources 
that we have in the most effective way. 
 
Martin Sellens 
 

 

Next Magazine 

 

The next edition of The Magazine will be for January / February 2023 – 
contributions, testimonies, news and items of interest with a spiritual 
flavour are always welcome - the deadline for submission to Martin for 
the next edition will be Wednesday 28th December.  Why not consider 
writing something over the Christmas period?  
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Rock Up 

 
Rock Up is the new club for young people in Years 7 – 11 at school and 
currently held every fortnight.  The name is inspired from the fact that 
as Christians Jesus is our Rock, and ‘Rock Up’ was thought to sound ‘in’ 
with the kids though the jury may be out on this! 
 
We started on the 13th of October with a good number attending and 
held the second meeting on the 27th of October.  Those who have 
attended so far include friends of Joe and Niamh, some that used to 
attend Ketchup and Artin with friends from his school.  Activities are 
held in the main hall and include pool, snooker, table tennis, tabletop 
curling, Xbox computer, other random games, a craft/baking activity, 
and a game for the group to play. 
 
We also provide plenty of refreshments and food in the back room 
before settling to hear a word about our Lord and Saviour. The club 
gives them a break from their phones, to play games they maybe 
would not otherwise do and most importantly an opportunity to find 
out more about the Lord Jesus Christ or hear about Him for the first 
time.  
 
Please pray as the club continues that God will be at work in the young 
one’s hearts and minds, that He will be pleased to use it for His 
purposes, that it would grow, that those who come would learn and 
retain something of Him each visit, that it would be a safe time for all, 
and that they would generally have an enjoyable time! 
                                                                                                                 
Jonathan Brearley  
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Preaching Plan 
 

  Morning Evening 
    
Nov 13th  Gordon Frame Colin Mountain 
 20th  Martin Sellens Alan Brearley 
 27th  Steve Harding Mick Lockwood 
Dec 4th   Alan Brearley Richard Brown (com) 
 11th  Stephen Fay Martin Sellens 
 18th  Mick Lockwood Martin Sellens (carol) 
 25th  Alan Brearley No Service  
Jan 1st  Martin Sellens (com) Richard Brown 
    
(com) = (Communion) 

  

Outside Appointments 
Do pray for our men as they minister outside in the coming months 
as follows; 
 
Alan Brearley 
Nov 30th - Wednesday PM - Bible Study at Bethel, New Wortley 
 
Glyn Williams 
Nov 13th - Sunday PM – Garforth 
 
Paul Crossley 
Nov 13th - Sunday AM - Garforth 
Nov 27th - Sunday AM - Pentecost Baptist 
Dec 4th -   Sunday AM - Hebron, Altofts 
Dec 18th - Sunday AM - Pentecost Baptist 
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“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man (or woman) of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.”    2 Timothy 3 v 16 &17 

 

  

Bible Studies 
Wednesdays at 7.45pm at the church with a Zoom option 

 
    
Nov 9th Alan Brearley 2  Thessalonians 1 
 16th Glyn Williams 2  Thessalonians 2 v1-12 
 23rd  Richard Brown 2  Thessalonians 2 v13-18 & 3 v1-5 
 30th Night of Prayer for Christmas events 
Dec 7th Martin Sellens 2  Thessalonians 3 v6-18 
 14th Paul Crossley Advent themed study 
 21st Carol singing in the area 
 28th Night of prayer for the new year 
Jan 4th Martin Sellens 2 Samuel 2 v1-11 
 
The programme for the coming month is a 4 week study of Paul’s 
2nd letter to the Thessalonians which will take us into early 
December.  Then after Christmas and in the New Year we begin a 
new series looking at David becoming King, first of Judah and then in 
all Israel as recorded in 2 Samuel.  We previously looked at David in 
1 Samuel as he was anointed King and then was relentlessly pursued 
by Saul back in the second half of 2021. 
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Diary 

November  
Tue 8th   - 7.45pm    Elder Deacons Meeting at 23 Kirkwood Drive 
Sun 13th - 2pm         Bedford Court Service 
Tue 15th - 7.30pm    Men’s Fellowship at church 
Thu 17th - 1pm         Thursday at Two Anniversary Special  

         Speaker: Adam Robertson (Roundhay) 
Sat  26th -10-12am   Book Event at church 
Tue 29th - 7.30pm    Ladies Crafts for Christmas at church 
 
 
December 
Thu 1st - 2pm          Thursday at Two Speaker: Bill Scully 

  7.30pm     Missionary Prayer Meeting at church 
Fri 2nd -  9.30am    “What’s Christmas all about” with local schools 
Tue 6th - 8pm          Carols by Candlelight at the church 
Thu 8th - 7.30pm    Last Rockup before Christmas 
Fri 9th -    6pm         Last Ketchup before Christmas 
Sat 10th- 10-12am  Nativity Trail from the church 
Sun 11th - 2pm        Cookridge Court Service  
Tue 13th - 7.45pm   Elder Deacons Meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk 
Wed 14th- 1.15pm  Last Tots Club before Christmas 
Thu 15th - 1pm        Thursday at Two Christmas Special  
                       Speaker: Alan Brearley 
Sun 18th - 2pm        Bedford Court Service  
Tue 20th - 7pm       Men’s Christmas Fellowship at church 
Thu 29th - 2pm       Thursday at Two Speaker: Richard Brown  
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January 
Thu 5th - 7.30pm    Missionary Prayer Meeting at church  
 
Tots Club will restart on Wednesday 4th January after the Christmas 
break, Rockup on Thursday 5th and Ketchup on Friday 6th. 
 

Rotas 
Cleaning 
Week Ending 
Nov 12th  Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell 
 19th   Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton 
 26th  Jenny Leng, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
Dec 3rd   Margaret Williams, Colette Hickman, Natalie Sellens 
 10th  Kathryn Hibbard, Nigel Hibbard, Deborah Williams 
 17th  Elaine & John Snuggs, Sue & Gordon Chell 
 24th   Angela Mathers, Christine Crossley, Rosemary Hilton 
 31st   Jenny Leng, Eva Ng, Anne Sellens 
Jan 7th   Margaret Williams, Colette Hickman, Natalie Sellens 

 
Flowers 
For Sunday 
Nov 13th  Mavis Mathers 
 20th  Rosemary Hilton 
 27th  Anne Sellens 
Dec 4th  Margaret Williams 
 11th  Kathryn Hibbard 
 18th  Elaine Snuggs 
 25th  Angela Mathers 
Jan 1st  Jenny Leng 
 8th  Colette Hickman 
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Diary of Services and Activities 

Sunday Sunday Morning Worship   10.30am 
Key Club (children aged 4-11)   10.30am 
Prayer Meeting    5.30pm 
Evening Worship    6.30pm 

 
A Communion Service is held every month alternating between morning and 
evening on the first Sunday of the month and follows on from the main Service. 
 
Tuesday Making and Thinking (for Ladies – monthly) 7.30pm 

Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday – bimonthly) 7.30pm  
Wednesday  Tots Club (term time)    1.15pm 

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study   7.45pm 
 
Thursday  Thursday at Two (seniors - fortnightly)  2.00pm 
  Rock Up (school years 7-11 - fortnightly)  7.30pm 
  Missionary Prayer Meeting (monthly)  7.30pm 
 
Friday   Ketchup (Children aged 5-11 in term time)  6.00pm  
 

Tinshill Free Church 
 Holly Avenue, Leeds LS16 6PL  

Registered Charity No. 511933 
www.tinshillfreechurch.org.uk 

Elder: 
Mr Martin Sellens, 68 Moseley Wood Walk, LS16 7HG 
Tel: 2679529 Email: martin.sellens@gmail.com 
 
Deacons: 
Mr Nigel Hibbard (Fabric) nk_hibbard@btinternet.com  
Mr Richard Brown (Secretary) tinshillchurchsecretary@gmail.com 
Mr Tim Hickman (Treasurer) tim_hickman_2000@hotmail.com 


