
Diary of Services and Activities
Sunday Prayer Meeting 8.00am

Morning Worship* 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Evening Worship 6.30pm

Holy Communion follows the žrst morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised crèche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age) 7.30pm

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly) 10.15am
Ladies‘ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 7.30pm

venue as announced
Men‘s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.45pm

WednesdayTots‘ Club (term-time) 1.30 - 3.00pm
Followers‘ Prayer Group (fortnightly) 7.30pm

at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens — fortnightly) 2.00pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11) 6.00pm
Missionary Prayer Group (monthly) 7.45pm

at 1 Tinshill Mount
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ROTAS
Week ending Cleaning
September6 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams

13 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Rosemary Hilton
20 Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers Christine Crossley
27 Margaret Williams Colette Hickman Alex Hamilton

October 4 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh

For Sunday Flowers
September7 Mabel Simpson 14 Jenny Leng

21 Angela Mathers 28 Margaret Williams
October 5 Carole Brearley

Library
Morning Evening

Sep 7 Paul Crossley Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard
14 Angela Mathers Christine Crossley
21 Yvonne Chell Jack/Ruth Rozday
28 Rosemary Hilton Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard

Oct 5 Paul Crossley Mavis Mathers

Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;
past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Timothy Dudley Smith

25



DIARY
September
Mon 8 7.30pm Followers return to term time programme

Tue 9 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive

Wed 10 1.30pm Tots Club restarts
7.30pm Followers Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thu 11 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Jack Rawnsley
7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study Speaker: Martin Sellens

Tue 16 7.45pm Men‘s Fellowship Speaker: Richard Brown

Sat 20 3pm 40th Anniversary Service followed by bu› et tea
Speaker: Malcolm Peters

Tue 23 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Wed 24 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

Thu 25 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Tim Mills
7.45pm Joint Prayer Meeting & Bible Study with Bethel,

Armley at Armley

Sat 27 11am Neighbours invited to join us
as part of 40th Anniversary

6.30pm Reunion with long term contacts
as part of 40th Anniversary

October
Thu 2 7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study Speaker: Andrew Lolley

Fri 3 7.45pm Elder/Deacons meeting at 34 Kirkwood Close

Sat 4 2 — 4pmChurch open for receipt of Harvest gifts

Thu 9 1pm Thursday at Two Lunchtime Harvest Special
Speaker: Martin Sellens

The next Second Tuesday will be on October 14th
Note: There is no Missionary Prayer Group this month

All contributions for the October edition of the Magazine to be given to
Martin Sellens by Thursday 25th September, please.
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Pastoral Letter ˜ September 2008

40 Years On
It is 40 years since the church started. On Saturday 20th September (3pm)
the church is holding a service to give thanks for the goodness of God in
preserving us over the 40 years since our beginning as an independent
church in 1968. A week later, on the 27th, contacts made over the years are
being invited to meet us again and to trace the visible progress of the church
in wall displays etc.

The number 40 žgures highly in the Scriptures — sometimes in a good way,
sometimes bad! The rain in Noah‘s day fell continuously for 40 days
(somewhat more than during this wet summer!), and the resulting Ÿood
lasted for a while after that. It was God‘s cataclysmic judgment on the world
owing to its sinful lifestyle, completely ignoring God. Only eight persons
were saved, and by God‘s grace He used them to restart the human race.

Moses‘ life was split into three 40‘s. Historically, the žrst 40 years were
spent as ”The Prince of Egypt•; the second 40 were spent in exile; and the
last 40 were spent fulžlling the main purpose of God for his life — leading
the Children of Israel to the very edge of the promised land. I don‘t know
the origin of the following saying but it is certainly true -

•Moses spent 40 years thinking he was somebody, 40 years žnding out he
was a nobody; and 40 years realising that God could make a somebody out
of a nobody!‘ A lesson in humility indeed.

During those last 40 years of Moses‘ life the Children of Israel wandered
about in the wilderness because they lacked faith in God to overcome their
apparently stronger enemies, despite all that God had done for them before
that. But during that time, God sustained them with heavenly food called
”manna• — God‘s provision was always there even when the going was really
tough. Christians are always looked after by God, even when He doesn‘t
seem to be there. Looking back, faith is rewarded with the insight that God
always was there after all.
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And then perhaps the most signižcant 40 — the 40 days in which the
apostles, plus more than 500 other people, saw the Lord Jesus Christ after
His Resurrection from the dead, and before His Ascension into Heaven —
now that was a good occurrence of the number 40 in the bible! Because of
it, we can boldly say that Jesus Christ is alive today. The Eternal Son of God
had victory over death and now lives in Heaven, ready to come back to
earth at the appointed time. Our task is to be ready for Him when He
comes.

In the 40 years of Tinshill Free Church there have been good times and
more diœcult times, but the good have exceeded the bad! Moreover, God is
so powerful He weaves the bad into a pattern of progress according to His
gracious plan, with the ultimate object of making new Christians, and
bringing existing Christians into line with His purposes, for our good and
His own glory.

Moses‘ experience gives us the same lesson at a personal level. Eighty years
of his life looked pretty pointless for God‘s service, yet God was preparing
him for the really useful 40 years. Each one of us may be able to look back
on 40 years of our life, or perhaps less. Perhaps you wonder what the lasting
purpose of your years means — is there anything out of it which lasts? When
we bemoan our own sin, and trust in Jesus Christ for salvation through His
cross, God is able to make your life immediately full of purpose for Him.
What seemed wasted years were, after all, a training for what is to come.
Then the remainder of our life, perhaps signižcantly less than 40 years, can
be lived in the joy of knowing that God has forgiven us through Jesus, and
every action done in His Name, and for Him, will not be wasted.

With warm greetings
Glyn Williams

Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.
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what should and should not go in each box, and containing a tear o›
customs sheet. Please read the leaŸet before you pack the box.

We aim to take the completed boxes over to the collection point at Garforth
by mid October, so Thursday 9th or Sunday 12th October are the days to
bring them to church. (Please store them at home until October because the
upstairs room is being used for the events during the 40th Anniversary at
the end of September and we need space.)

Thank you for your continued e› orts on this great opportunity to show the
love of God to others far less privileged.

Margaret Williams

Preaching Plan
Morning Evening

September 7 Mark Rowcroft Mark Rowcroft
14 Nigel Westhead Glyn Williams
21 Malcolm Peters Glyn Williams
28 Glyn Williams Martin Sellens

October 5 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams (Harvest)
We welcome Mark Rowcroft to the pulpit for the žrst time on September
7th. Mark is Pastor at Geneva Road Baptist Church in Darlington

Outside Appointments
Do remember our Pastor in his ministry over the coming month both in the
church and in other places. His outside appointments this month are:

Sun 7 am/pm Geneva Road Baptist, Darlington

Mon 8 7pm Leeds City Mission Committee

Sun 28 pm Preaching at Bethel Free Church, Armley

Pray too for Jonathan Chell who is preaching out at Eastcombe Baptist,
morning and evening on 7th September.
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It‘s Shoe Box Time!
Once again we are in the run up to getting our žlled shoe boxes o›  on their
journey into Eastern Europe to provide a Christmas present (sometimes the
only one) for adults and children, via Blythswood.

If you can žnd boxes (with separate lids) and cover them with Christmas
paper and žll them, that would be ideal. Ken Link has recently covered over
30 boxes and put them in the upper extension ready to be collected and
žlled by all who can help. Our aim is for as many people as possible to
prepare boxes žlled with a good quality mix of things suitable for a man,
woman, boy, girl, teenager or baby, rather than just beat last year‘s number.

There will be a supply of leaŸets on the church table giving information on
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Our Love and Congratulations to Matt Sellens
who celebrated his 21st birthday on 29th August 2008

We continue to pray for all Matt‘s future days

Celebrating 40 Years
I have found writing a summary of what God has done amongst us over the
40 year history of the church at Tinshill a rather daunting and mammoth
task. What has become clear to me, however, is that the establishment of
this local church has had a signižcant impact on many individual lives, and
has had a substantial inŸuence on the local area. God has been at work
amongst us and through us and that is both exciting and humbling. God‘s
dealings with us have been at many levels as He works out His purposes
amongst us. Before setting out some of the milestones of the past 40 years I
must žrst explain how a local church came into being at Tinshill.

The original vision began in the mid 1950s when the Holy Spirit laid on
the heart of Pastor Eric Roberts of Ventnor Street Methodist Mission a
burden for the unreached housing estates being developed in the suburbs of
NW Leeds. Enquiries about possible sites for a place of worship led to the
discovery that a site was vacant on the Tinshill estate, but no one wanted it,
and it was in danger of being developed for housing. Ventnor Street was a
large old Methodist church in its own circuit standing on the site next to
today‘s Yorkshire Television Buildings on Kirkstall Road — it was a lively
evangelical church with a strong work amongst young people and had a
large Sunday School. The assistant Pastor was G Harry Sutton before he was
called to pioneer and pastor the work at Bethel, Wigston in Leicester. The
slum clearance in the Burley/Kirkstall area at the time led to many people
and their children being relocated to the suburbs. Who would teach these
children housed on these large estates on the outskirts of the city when there
was no evangelical witness? The Sunday School sta› ‘s burden for these
children was growing as Eric Roberts was pursuing the possibility of
purchasing the site at Tinshill. The site on the corner of Tinshill Lane and
Holly Avenue was duly viewed — it was in a prime spot and there was an
immediate peace and unity, and strong conviction that God was opening
the way for the establishment of a new work. In late 1957 the purchase was
completed. In April 1957 Pastor Roberts was suddenly taken ill and was
diagnosed with a brain tumour — he died three weeks later. Whilst he never
saw the žnal purchase of the land, he knew it was coming.
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The Fellowship about 1982/3

Sunday school trip about 1982/3

with two wooden beams to give stability, and we watched as they lovingly
lowered their disabled charges into their seats. All were well žtted out with
special clothing and life jackets and the willing care was so obvious. We
heard the leader‘s voice clearly calling out across the water that their route
was to go to the small island which featured in the Swallows and Amazons
žlm (of the book of that name), they would picnic on the island and then
come back down the opposite shore. As they paddled slowly away it was
quite moving to see our little group silently watching their little group,
waving to them from the rocks, where ours had been leaping about with
such health and enjoyment. It reinforced to us the immense privilege of
bringing our Followers out for such a day‘s activity and enjoyment.

We then went on into Coniston village where we had lunch in sunshine
then down to the landing stage where we caught the launch for a 50 minute
trip around the northern part of the lake. Then on to Yew Tree Tarn where
we walked the full circuit of this delightful little tarn for the žrst time, and a
few miles further to Skelwith Force waterfall which was dramatic in full
spate — the wettest August
did yield us a super
waterfall!! We dropped
Bruce back to his family at
Lowick then went on to our
last stop of the day which
was Lakeside, near Newby
Bridge where we had tea
overlooking a very still
Windermere.

Our numbers on the trip
were small (two of our older
ones had started jobs unexpectedly, two went down with a quite severe
sickness bug the night before) but we had a very lovely day both in the bus
and at the Lakes. We are again very thankful to those who pray for us, and
would ask you to continue as we head into a new term of teaching.

Martin Sellens/Margaret Williams
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It did happen!
In the middle of the dullest and wettest August on record we had a day
planned for the Followers trip to the Lake District. We checked the forecast
the night before, and it was for continuous, heavy rain all day! We prayed
for the Lord to guide us what to do, and quickly had peace that it was right
to change our plans and rebook the Lake District day later on in the month
if the minibus was available. Having checked our diaries, there was just one
day left in the summer holidays when we would be able to go. The minibus
was free, so we trusted the Lord and went ahead. (We did want to do
something on the cancelled date as everyone was geared up for that day, so
we had a later start, went bowling, then had tea at church).

We did have a very good day on our revised date. Apart from a small
amount of žne drizzle for a little while — mainly at times when it didn‘t
matter, we had some bursts of hot sunshine and even in the overcast times it
was very warm. We also benežted from a newer, diesel minibus from
Dewsbury which performed very well for us.

We made our annual pilgrimage to the Kirby Lonsdale bacon butty van,
then on to Lowick where we were picking up Bruce to join us for the day.
He was staying with his family on holiday there. It was quite exciting
getting the timing right and •looking out‘, and all the arrangements went
like clockwork. We then went on up by Coniston and pulled in at Brown
Howe where we have spent many previous Followers trips — one time
having a barbeque by the lake. The lake was broody and atmospheric and
extremely still and we had a
lovely time on the rocks and
shale inlets. We had noticed a
party of canoeists preparing for a
lake trip, but it wasn‘t until we
saw them getting in their canoes
that we saw they had quite a
number of severely disabled
people with them. Their canoes
were in pairs, each pair joined
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The Fellowship about 1988 — 20 years ago
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Jungle Club 1993

Fellowship day out — tug of war — Bolton Abbey, about 1990

Service to mark Glyn going full time, September 1990
(Glyn, John Pitcher, Malcolm Peters, Alan Brearley)

extensively illustrated with stories and quotations from evangelists such as
Wesley, D. L. Moody and Spurgeon. It is full of practical help and an
inspiration and challenge to every reader to ”do the work of an evangelist•.

Commentaries/Scripture reading and study
The passion of Jesus Christ: žfty reasons why He came to die by John Piper.
The most important question anyone can ask is •Why did Christ su› er and
die?‘ The central issue of Jesus‘ death is not the cause, but the meaning —
God‘s meaning. In this book John Piper has gathered from the New
Testament žfty reasons to answer this question and to show us what God
achieved for sinners like us in sending His Son to die.

Church history
Catch the vision: roots of the reformed recovery by John J. Murray. This
book is a fascinating read about D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Geo› rey Williams,
J. I. Packer, Iain Murray, John Murray and other notable leaders who were
used mightily by God to revive reformed, puritan, experiential truth in the
mid-twentieth century United Kingdom, which, in turn, had far-reaching
ramižcations for much of the English-speaking world and beyond. If you
are concerned about the revival and maintenance of true religion in our days
of ungodly compromise with, and complacency about, scriptural truth then
this is a must read for you.

Devotional/ Christian life
Preaching with spiritual vigour: including lessons from the life and practice
of Richard Baxter by Murray Capill. From a thorough study of Baxter‘s
preaching ministry, the author has constructed a useful framework for
preachers today to follow. The book is not theoretical or historical in
orientation, but seeks to inspire and assist preachers to greater vigour in
their preaching. This book is not only useful for preachers but will be of
interest to anyone to read.

I pray that God will richly bless you and encourage you in your walk with
Him as you read these great books.

Christine Crossley
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Our up and coming 40th Anniversary at Tinshill is a smaller number of
years I know, but we love and serve the same God and our history is woven
with theirs in His overall purposes. Years do go by quickly don‘t they? What
a relief when they are safe inside God‘s purposes for all eternity.

Margaret Williams

New books for the church library
Below is a list of books recently added to the library. I have read them all so
they come highly recommended.

Evangelistic
God‘s early evangelists by Trevor Knight. This book is a fresh look at
Biblical evangelism. It is full of devotional studies on those who were
evangelists in Bible times and includes Andrew, the personal evangelist,
Peter, the pioneer evangelist and Paul, the adaptable evangelist. It is
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Love and
Congratulations to
Dennis and Mabel

Simpson
On the occasion of their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary on 14th
August 2008

This was marked during the
Sunday morning service on the
17th when they were presented
with a card and a bouquet of
Ÿowers from the church.

In August 1959 Cyril Wright, a businessman at Ventnor Street, saw an
advert in a magazine o› ering a wooden hut on Hull Docks for sale. It was
in good condition with a life expectancy of about 10 years and so it was
purchased, dismantled and transported via a low loader to the Tinshill site.
Its re-erection had to wait for the laying of a new main sewer by the
Council. In the spring of 1960 brick foundations were laid and the hut
erected. The žrst service took place on Sunday evening April 3rd 1960. The
new work was launched with a 10 day evangelistic campaign and a Sunday
School started in the hut (relocated from the home of a local Christian lady
who had established it in January 1957). A Junior and Senior Bible Class
were started — sta› ed by folk from Ventnor Street and some Christian
contacts in the area. In those early years the Ventnor Street Pastor preached
once a month and other services were taken by visiting preachers, Young
Life Campaign and students from Headingley College. A ministry amongst
older ladies was started by Molly Haigh called Ladies Bright Hour.

Joyce Murphy joined Tinshill as her home church as she had been •sent out‘
from Ventnor Street to N India as a medical missionary on a leprosy unit in
1962. She had a sister who lived on the Tinshill estate with whom she lived
when home on furlough. She became Tinshill‘s žrst missionary and served
in India for 25 years.

It was in 1968 that the painful decision was taken, in faithfulness to God
and the Scriptures, to come out from Methodism, and a new fully
independent local church was born. This was taking place as Glyn and
Margaret Williams were buying 87 Tinshill Road having moved from
Cheshire. They soon joined the new Ÿedgling church at Tinshill and so
began a long, fruitful association which has continued to this day. Of that
original group in 1968 only Glyn, Margaret and Rae Benson remain at the
church. Rae remembers those early years and particularly the love and
support she received from the fellowship following the death of her husband
in Canada in early 1969. In those early days the morning congregation was
around 12 to 14 and it was not unusual for the evening congregation to be
4 to 6.
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1971 Younger Ladies Fellowship established (later to become the Ladies
Prayer Group).

1977 The half-acre land and the hut became legally the church‘s on 4th
April for £2,000 (after a 9 year struggle).

1978 Church Constitution and Trust Deed completed, together with
appointment of žve Trustees. Church Government was
implemented and at a special church meeting in November Glyn
Williams was unanimously recognised as the žrst elder and Bert
Mathers as the žrst deacon. 22 people were received into
membership. Over the next 30 years Ernie Holder and Alan
Brearley served for di› ering periods as elders, and apart from the
current three deacons, Mike Donoghue, Alan Ashcroft and
Anthony Hilton have also served on the diaconate.

Also in 1978 a tent mission was held with Roger Carswell and
Lance Pibworth as the speakers — several conversions resulted.

Followers was started for secondary school children in 1978 with
the Followers Prayer Group established in 1983 for the Christians
in the group.

1980 In August the pegging out took place for the planned new building
to replace the hut which was well past its •sell-by‘ date! Work
progressed steadily with the sideroom built žrst in 1981.

1982 Tinshill Co› ee Morning started (later to become First Tuesday
and then Second Tuesday)

Alan and Carole Brearley sent out as missionaries to the Ivory
Coast.

1983 Main church building žnished with opening service held in
November. Adult membership increased from 26 to 35 (11 of
those members still remain today). In December we had the
sorrow of saying goodbye to Bert Mathers who died 3 weeks after
the opening, and the joy of our žrst wedding at the church (Andy
and Juliet Pearlman). Many other funerals, weddings, infant
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tube trains which were extremely busy at rush hour, but eventually our map
led us to the desired location.

It was evening and although it was still sunny, Bunhill rests underneath a
rich canopy of tree cover so it was shaded and cool. It is small and compact,
and although near to bustling London streets, there was great quiet there.
We žrst found the grave of John Bunyan, then Charles Wesley, then John
Owen, then Susanna Wesley, all whose physical bodies were laid to rest
within yards of each other. The
little poem at the foot of the
engraving on Susanna‘s tomb is not
easy to see on the photograph, it
read as follows -

”In sure and certain hope to rise,
And claim her mansion in the skies;
A Christian here, her Ÿesh laid
down,
The cross exchanging for a crown•.

Standing there in the cool breeze it
was like the years rolled away both
backwards and forwards. Their lives
žlled with God‘s purposes seemed
so close (Susanna bringing up such
men as Charles and John Wesley in
the ways of the Lord; John Bunyan
in prison for his faith and writing
the marvellous Pilgrim‘s Progress;
John Owen‘s writings and Charles
Wesley‘s hymns and preaching‡
and so on) — then came the thought
of Resurrection morning coming
when the bodies of those Christians
would rise together and meet their
Saviour. What a moment.
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These two quotes together form the first verse of Psalm 127 written by
Solomon — wise words about labouring and prospering with the Lord which
we do well to continue to heed, both in the local church as we celebrate 40
years, and in the city as we celebrate 150 years of the Town Hall. They are a
constant visual reminder to keep the Lord central in our lives and of our
need to rely on Him and look to Him for all that is worthwhile.

When the Town Hall was opened 150 years ago this month it had cost
almost four times the original estimate. It had achieved its purpose however,
and continues to do so — it has given to the citizens of Leeds an architectural
gem that we can be rightly proud of, and continue to enjoy for many years
to come. May we heed those great truths so centrally displayed in the
Victoria Hall as we go about our everyday lives.

Martin Sellens

The Passage of the Years
On the 22nd July this year Glyn and I had a day out in London. For a
birthday present, Glyn had been given some vouchers which paid for tickets
for a day tour around London on the •Original Bus Company‘ in an open
top bus. There were loads of stopping places and we could plan our route
and get on and o›  the bus where we wanted, and at as many stops as we
wanted. We had booked what turned out to be the best summer day, and it
was absolutely glorious on the top of the bus. The tickets also included trips
on the Thames in either direction, again getting on and o›  where and when
we liked, and again in the summer sunshine it was glorious. Seeing so many
famous buildings, streets and landmarks from the vantage point of an
uncovered upper deck was truly memorable, as was the architecture which
could be viewed from that perspective.

The day passed all too quickly and by late afternoon, sitting in Green Park
having a picnic, we had just one more aim to accomplish before we needed
to make our way to Kings Cross Station. We had heard that many well
known Christians were buried near to each other in the Bunhill Fields
Burial Ground, north of the City of London and we wanted to žnd this
small place of Christian history for ourselves. We had to reach it by two
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dedications and adult baptisms have been held over the years.

1983 also saw the žrst Ladies Carol Service (initiated by the Ladies
Co› ee Morning) which was held in the morning for the žrst two
years, then became Carols by Candlelight, held at 8pm on the žrst
Tuesday in December, to which large numbers from the
neighbourhood have come — and this service also continues to the
present day.

1984 January saw the žrst edition of the church Magazine which has
become a regular feature since then.

In the autumn the old hut was žnally demolished after 24 years
service!

1985 New car park laid out and tarmaced.

1985/6 Good News Club ran for a week in successive summer holidays
with Mike Kinch.

1986 January — Fellowship evening before Mike and Anne Marie
Attwood left for Boot Camp in America, and Karl and Elaine
Mosby began their missionary training at Matlock — both couples
with New Tribes Mission. Mike and Anne Marie would
subsequently serve on the mission želd in the Philippines and Karl
and Elaine in Papua New Guinea.

In July Martin and Kim Woodier leave us to move to Bethel,
Otley where Martin is appointed as Pastor.

1986/7 Christian Basics course runs for 11 weeks with 16 people enrolled.

1987 Older Young People‘s meeting (16+) started, to be followed later
by Seekers, Cornerstone and the current After Church.

1988 Mums and Tots group started.

Storeroom extension completed and new fencing erected around
the church.

Faith for Today Mission with Peter Woodcock.
9



1988/90Christian Basics Courses run over 3 years at Armley Prison.

1989 Thursday at Two started for older people.

1990 Glyn hands in his notice at Huddersželd Polytechnic and becomes
full time paid Pastor at the church.

1991 Men‘s Fellowship started.

1992 Teaching and Preaching course run over 6 sessions with 12 men
attending.

1993 Good News Club started during term time for primary school age
children.

Jungle Club in the summer holidays followed in successive years by
themed weeks holiday clubs including Space Week — 1994, Colour
Club 1997, Snow Week 1998 and in 2001 A Space Oddity.

1994 Two storey rear extension completed giving us good sized rooms
for youth work and other meetings.

1996 Church Library established.

1998 First Spring Supper held — regular evangelistic events are held
through the church year, to reach out.

Major door-to-door e› ort with up to 25 people involved
distributing John‘s gospels.

2000 New chairs purchased.

2001 Glyn went to Kenya to speak at a Conference in Kiatuni with a
pastoral visit to Andy and Mary Anne Fothergill serving with MAF
in Tanzania. The church has in recent years supported Kenyan
Pastors žnancially as well as in prayer.

2002 Christian Basics course held in Wakeželd Prison.

Evangelism Group established.
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embellishments were made including the addition of the tower. The
impressive front of the building onto The Headrow has a monumental
flight of steps leading up to a ten-column Corinthian colonnade reminiscent
of French Neo-classical buildings, with pavilions on either side and guarded
by four Portland stone lions. Above the colonnade is the proud tower some
225 feet (68.6 metres) high which was to become a dominating symbol
marking Leeds out as a great northern
city, and centre of municipal
government. Inside the building the
most ornate and beautiful spaces are the
Victorian Hall and the Vestibule with
rich Victorian decoration from the
mosaic floor of the Vestibule to the
wonderful detail of the walls and
ceilings.

The visual climax to the sequence of spaces from the southern colonnade on
The Headrow to the northern end of the Victoria Hall is the great organ —
one of the largest in Europe with 4 manuals, 6,500 pipes and the swell box
— the largest yet built by an English firm. There are still free lunchtime
concerts given when you can hear the organ being played, and experience its
wonderful sound for yourself.

One feature in the Victoria Hall which is unusual and fairly unique is the
Latin and English mottoes painted in the frieze around the Hall, amongst
them ”HONESTY IS THE BEST POLICY•, ”WEAVE TRUTH WITH
TRUST•, ”IN UNION IS STRENGTH•. At each end the frieze is
continued in a semi circular bow around the arch, in two glorious biblical

reminders. At the southern end above the
balcony is written ”EXCEPT THE
LORD KEEP THE CITY THE
WATCHMAN WAKETH BUT IN
VAIN•, and at the northern end above
the organ ”EXCEPT THE LORD
BUILD THE HOUSE THEY LABOUR
IN VAIN THAT BUILD IT•. 
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Leeds Town Hall — 150 Years Old
As we celebrate our 40th Anniversary this year there is another significant
celebration taking place in the city this month. It is 150 years since the
Town Hall in the centre of the city on The Headrow was opened by Queen
Victoria on 7th September 1858.

It was in 1851 that a group of prominent citizens founded the Leeds
Improvement Society in the belief that ” if a noble municipal palace that
might fairly vie with some of the best (European) cities were to be erected in
the middle of their hitherto squalid and unbeautiful town, it would become
a practical admonition to the populace of the value of beauty and art, and in
the course of time men would
learn to live up to it•. A site
was bought for it for £9,500
and in 1852 an open
architectural competition was
held to choose a suitable
design. Sir Charles Barry
(architect of the Houses of
Parliament) was appointed as
the assessor of the submitted
schemes. In all 16 designs were
submitted but it was a design
of Cuthbert Brodrick, a virtually unknown young man from Hull, that was
selected. The Town Hall is the first of his three major buildings in Leeds
which would be built — the other two being the Corn Exchange (1860-2)
and the Leeds Institute (1865-8). The Leeds Institute on the edge of
Millennium Square and next to The Leonardo Building (where I work) is
due to reopen its doors later in September following refurbishment as The
Leeds Museum.

Work on the Town Hall began in 1852 and it took 6 years to complete.
The original budget of £35,000 was considered meagre at the time, but
more money was made available as the work progressed, and further
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2003 Further regular door to door outreach in distributing ”Just Like
You• (testimony booklet) to 5,000 homes followed by ”On Your
Marks• in 2004/5.

Church becomes a Polling Station for elections following closure
of Tinshill Primary School.

2004 Bible Exhibition held for the žrst time for local schools in
conjunction with Open Air Mission.

Glyn becomes Chaplain at Asda at Holt Park Centre.

2005 New lighting installed in the church and major alterations to
update the kitchen to do more catering for events.

2006 Launch of •Contact‘ leaŸet to neighbourhood, to be distributed to
1,000 homes 3 times a year

First Ladies Day held with Jean Brumby as the speaker.

2007 Installation of entrance gates.

Membership reached 55 in November, the highest ever at Tinshill.

New initiative at Freshers Fayre at Trinity & All Saints College,
Horsforth — Welcome packs distributed and international evening
held.

2008 Replacement fencing to side erected.

Church repainted externally and alterations to ladies‘ toilet.

Glyn and Martin attend course and become •authorised persons‘ to
carry out weddings in the city

Chen Wei Ng and James Harrison miraculously recover fully from
serious illness and injury respectively.

These milestones are not fully comprehensive and cannot cover every detail.
There has been open air preaching at Holt Park for example, strong support
and involvement for the work of Leeds City Mission over the years, and a
full involvement and interest with other like minded churches in the city
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and beyond, at the North of England Conference and in the Yorkshire
Reformed Ministers Fraternal. There has also been the Lord‘s work through
the lives of countless individuals both inside and outside the church. Our
greatest joy has been to see young and old converted and added to the
church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Much has been done and we give God the
glory. Much remains to be done and we look to God for the future and
everything that lies ahead.

Martin Sellens

A Very Lovely Day
The morning of Saturday 26th July dawned beautifully sunny and still —
perfect weather for the day we had been looking forward to for a long time
— the wedding day of Beccy Leng and Ben Henry. Beccy has grown up here
at Tinshill, and having come through all the young
people‘s groups at di› erent age ranges,
she came into membership of the
church in 2005. I have special
memories of Beccy as she was six
years in Followers and Followers
Prayer Group and her
enthusiasm and support in both
groups was very encouraging to
Martin and myself. Over the last
eighteen months we have come to know
and love Ben at Tinshill as he has come for weekends and holidays
whenever he could. His parents, Steve and Mo have also been up to visit
with us and we already feel that we know them well.

It‘s against this backdrop of years together in the local church that we came
to the very happy day of their wedding. The church was full, and happy
anticipation was high. Beccy was a truly beautiful bride. We had the tender
mixture of very joyful singing, solemn vows and a clear message which
brought out the love of God to us in the gift of a Saviour in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Glyn preached on 1 Corinthians 13, focussing on the fact that true
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love is sacrižcial and needs to remain so, perfectly shown in the sacrižce of
the Lord Jesus Christ‘s life as a sacrižce for sin.

Mavis did a lovely Ÿower pedestal (which we enjoyed on Sunday as well!),
the young people‘s afterchurch group catered for the delicious cake
reception which was home made, and
served from the lower extension room,
and even the photographer was home
grown — Martin had been asked to take
on the great responsibility of taking all
the wedding photos. To do his job well in
getting the best group photos he climbed
a step ladder and gave instructions from
his lofty perch and the photograph shows
him at work.

Beccy had three grown up bridesmaids,
and Rachel and Benjamin Williams were
young bridesmaid and page boy, though
the event proved a little overwhelming for
Benjamin and he had a good sleep through the cake reception and photos.

We are very thankful to God for the lovely sunshine he gave on the day, for
the obvious happiness Ben and Beccy have together, and for the fact that
they believe their place of service to the Lord is here at Tinshill and they are
setting up their Christian home in Cookridge.

We all enjoyed the happy privilege of doing what we could to prepare the
church and grounds ready for the day, but a special thankyou needs to go to
the father of the bride, Graham, for much hard work on providing us with a
new ladies‘ room, and managing to make it ready for the occasion.

The atmosphere of the whole occasion was very easy and very joyful, and in
this most human celebration together we had a sense of the presence of the
Lord, and it‘s to Him that we commit Ben and Beccy in their future life
together.

Margaret Williams

13


