
Diary of Services and Activities
Sunday Prayer Meeting 8.00am

Morning Worship* 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Evening Worship 6.30pm

Holy Communion follows the žrst morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised crèche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age) 7.30pm

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly) 10.15am
Ladies‘ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 7.30pm

venue as announced
Men‘s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.45pm

WednesdayTots‘ Club (term-time) 1.30 - 3.00pm
Followers‘ Prayer Group (fortnightly) 7.30pm

at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens — fortnightly) 2.00pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11) 6.00pm
Missionary Prayer Group (monthly) 7.45pm

at 1 Tinshill Mount
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ROTAS
Week ending Cleaning
July 5 Margaret Williams Colette Hickman Alex Hamilton

12 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh
19 Ruth Holder Ann Mountain Yvonne Chell
26 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams

August 2 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Rosemary Hilton
9 Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers Christine Crossley

16 Margaret Williams Colette Hickman Alex Hamilton
23 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh
30 Ruth Holder Ann Mountain Yvonne Chell

September6 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams

For Sunday Flowers
July 6 Lai San Hamilton 13 Ruth Barugh

20 Yvonne Chell 27 Kathryn Hibbard
August 3 Rosemary Hilton 10 Mavis Mathers

17 Deborah Williams 24 Anne Sellens
31 Ruth Holder Sept 7 Mabel Simpson

Week ending Lawn Mowing
Juy 19 Matt Williams Aug 2 Jonathan Chell
Aug 16 Anthony Hilton 30 Glyn Williams

Library
Morning Evening

July 6 Angela Mathers Christine Crossley
13 Yvonne Chell Mavis Mathers
20 Paul Crossley Jack/Ruth Rozday
27 Angela Mathers Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard

August 3 Yvonne Chell Rosemary Hilton
10 Christine Crossley Mavis Mathers
17 Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard Jack/Ruth Rozday
24 Christine Crossley Angela Mathers
31 Yvonne Chell Rosemary Hilton

September7 Paul Crossley Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard
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Pastoral Letter ˜ July/August 2008

A Glorious Walk
Each year I like to go to the Ministers‘ Conference held in Bala, North
Wales. The fellowship and prayer is warm and devotional. Last week‘s
Conference was no exception. But being in Wales also gives the opportunity
for a walk/climb in this beautiful area, normally up Snowdon, the day after
the Conference žnishes. Snowdon has everything to display the glory of
God in a mountain — several ridge routes to the top; several easier routes;
lakes half way up; a 1500' drop to Llyn (Lake) Glaslyn on the side which you
can‘t scale; and a railway which normally runs to the top — at present it
awaits the completion of a brand new summit centre.

This year I went up the Miner‘s Track, and came down by the Pyg Track.
These are not the hardest tracks, but they did reveal some good spiritual
lessons. For a start, after an easy but picturesque walk past three lakes, you
have to begin the real uphill journey at exactly the right spot. If you go too
far round the third lake and start climbing, you will end up in a dead-end of
steep scree and mountain side such that you have to return to the lake and
žnd the only way, if you have the energy to start again. Further up, it looks
a lot easier to take an obvious broad route, but it is steeper and your feet can
slip. You must keep to the marked path, even when there are little rocky
diœculties. This illustrates the Christian life, which begins with faith in the
Lord Jesus as the only •Way, Truth and Life‘ (John 14: 6) Any other way
does not lead to the top (Heaven). On the way up, deviations are dangerous
for the soul. Psalm 16: 11 tells us ”You will show me the path of life•, and
Psalm 119: 35 encourages us with ”Make me walk in the path of your
commandments (ie. the Bible), for I delight in it•.

Secondly, it seems strange to say that if I walk half a mile up to my house
from Horsforth station, it seems hard, tiring and takes a long time. Yet a
four mile walk up Snowdon seems to go quickly and is less tiring! It must be
the beauty of the surroundings, together with the strong motivation to reach
the top. The Christian life is often experienced as hard work. ”Go labour
on, spend and be spent• (New Christian Hymns, No. 819). We are not to
be •weary in well doing‘ (Galatians 6: 9) but to love serving the Lord right
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to the end. Strength is given by Christ which is truly supernatural. The Lord
Jesus spoke to Paul in almost audible terms ”My grace is suœcient for you,
for My strength is made perfect in weakness• (2 Corinthians 12: 9). It was
interesting this year that clouds seemed heavy at a point half way up, so that
you could not see the top; but the higher you went, the clouds lifted, until
the top was visible.

Thirdly, there was a good rest, well deserved, when I reached the top, with
superb views all around now that the clouds had fully lifted! You could see
all the things you couldn‘t see before. We have been reminded from
Hebrews recently on a Sunday that: ”There remains therefore a rest for the
people of God• (Hebrews 4: 9), which will make the arduous journey of the
Christian life well worthwhile. We shall see and understand things which
are a •fog‘ to us at the present time.

Fourthly, I met many people at the top, from many nations — those I
recognised through their dialect were Americans, Europeans, English and,
yes, Welsh! (There was one man from California who was descending the
mountain in bare feet!). In the Bible we read about the fact that the cross of
Christ has broken down the barrier between Jew and Gentile through faith
in Christ. Now we are also reminded that, irrespective of language and
culture, we will meet people from all nations who have responded, by God‘s
grace, to the call to follow Christ.

Speaking of Christ, Revelation 5: 9 tells us of a song sung in Heaven ”You
are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and
have redeemed us to God by your blood out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation•. What a happy international gathering it will be in
Heaven, and it will be one heavenly language which is used. (The Welsh, of
course, believe it will be their language!)

After the žrst rocky sections on the way down via the Pyg Track, the going
is straightforward. Yet I met a young couple, and an older couple, who were
going straight on at a junction, instead of turning left where the path was
quite clear. If they had continued, they would have kept height and never
reached the car park by dark, unless they turned round or found an
unauthorised route which could have put them in danger. Fortunately they

2

Fri 11 7.45pm Elder/Deacons Meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Tue 15 7.45pm Men‘s Fellowship

Thu 17 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: John Lewin

Fri 18 7.45pm Missionary Prayer Group at 1 Tinshill Mount

Tue 22 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Sat 26 2.15pm Wedding of Ben Henry and Beccy Leng at Tinshill

Wed 30 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

Thu 31 1pm Thursday at Two Lunchtime Special
Speaker: Rodney Steel

August
Fri 1 4-6pm Asda chaplaincy

Tue 12 am/pm Followers day trip to Lake District

7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Wed 13 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

Thu 14 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Eric Holder

Thu 21 10-12am Asda chaplaincy

Tue 26 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Wed 27 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

Thu 28 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Nigel Westhead

September
Fri 5 4-6pm Asda chaplaincy

Please Note
There is no Men‘s Fellowship, Missionary Prayer Group and Second
Tuesday in August, no Tots Club & Good News Club during the summer
holidays and no Followers on Monday August 11th (as the Day Trip is on
the 12th). The September edition of the church magazine is due out for
Sunday September 7th and so the deadline for news, items will be Thursday
28th August and wil include special features to mark the 40th Anniversary
of the church at Tinshill.

15



31 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
September 7 Mark Rowcroft Mark Rowcroft

We welcome Mark Rowcroft to our pulpit on September 7th for the žrst
time. Mark is Pastor at Geneva Road Baptist church in Darlington and
brother of Lee who was at Tinshill with Judith for several years before
moving to Carlisle.

Outside Appointments
Do remember our men as they minister in other places over the coming
months as follows:

Pastor Glyn Williams:
Mon 14 July 7pm Leeds City Mission Committee

Mon 11 Aug 7pm Leeds City Mission Committee

Sun 7 Sept am/pm Geneva Road, Darlington

Martin Sellens:
Sun 3 Aug 4pm Nidderdale Evangelical

Sun 17 Aug pm Thorpe Edge Evangelical

Jonathan Chell:
Sun 3 Aug pm Bethel, Armley

Sun 7 Sept am/pm Eastcombe Baptist

DIARY
July
Mon 7 7.45pm Evangelism Group

Tue 8 10.15am Second Tuesday
Subject: ”Questions people asked Jesus•

7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive

Wed 9 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thu 10 7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Speaker: Paul Crossley
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listened to my advice, as the one who had been on this path many times
before. They had been plodding along happily, but on the wrong path. A
lesson, surely, that all of us should listen to those with greater experience,
but supremely to the Lord Jesus Christ through the Scriptures.

I‘m pressing on the upward way
New heights I‘m gaining every day,
Still praying as I onward bound
”Lord, plant my feet on higher ground•

(Oatman and Habershon)

Trusting you have a joyful and relaxing summer
Glyn Williams

John Wesley‘s Conversion and
my call to the Ministry of the Gospel

Several months ago, Martin Sellens contributed an excellent article to this
magazine on the memorials in the Aldersgate Street area of the City of
London regarding the conversion of John Wesley. This interested me greatly
as God used one of these memorials to assure me that He was calling me to
the preaching and pastoral ministry.

I had been a secondary school teacher in Manchester and Huddersželd for
almost eighteen years. In 1984, however, my wife, Elizabeth, and I
increasingly felt that God might be about to bring about a change of
direction in my working life. For some time, He had been giving me an
increasing number of opportunities to preach in various churches. We
realised that this could not continue because language teaching in the school
and preaching in the churches were becoming too much for me to do with
only twenty four hours in the day. I therefore applied to the London
Theological Seminary for a place on their preachers‘ course.

Although the possibility of becoming a full time preacher and pastor was a
very real possibility, I did not have full assurance that that was God‘s will for
me. I remember talking about this with a very wise Christian friend. He said
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that if God did want me to become
a minister, He would make me
100% sure at the necessary moment.
Eventually, I was o› ered an
interview at LTS in April, 1984 and
I felt quite excited. When I got on
the train for London at Wakeželd
station however, I could not say that
I had come to dežnite assurance on
the issue.

On arrival at Kings Cross, I found
that I had four hours to spare before
the interview at LTS in Finchley. I
knew that I had to take a group of
sixth form students to London a few
weeks later. I therefore made my
way to the Barbican area near where
John Wesley was converted in a
meeting in Aldersgate Street on May
24th 1738.

There is a žrst storey walkway
which leads to the Concert Hall, the
Library and the expensive Ÿats that make up the Barbican area. I suddenly
came across a strange metal object raised up above the path and about 12
foot high. This I found to be a sculpture of the page from John Wesley‘s
Journal for the day of his conversion. All the words he had written in his
entry on that memorable day were written out on the front of the sculpture.

I began to read with more than average interest. About 5.00am, John
Wesley had read 2 Peter 1: 4 in his Bible. I took out my pocket New
Testament and read that and the surrounding verses. ”His divine power has
given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises‡• (2 Peter 1: 3&4).
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Photograph taken in 1986 shows David
and an LTS student from South Korea)

The building is relatively small
and not very imposing for such
an epic meeting and in many
ways an unlikely choice for
such an historic meeting with
all of its consequences. We
could say the same about the
cross of Calvary but it was
there on a bloodstained hillside
that our salvation was won and
the most tremendous peace
treaty ever was ratižed. The Bible tells us clearly ”For it pleased the Father
that in Him (Christ) all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile
all things to Himself, by Him‡ having made peace through the blood of His
cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His Ÿesh through
death, to present you holy, and blameless and irreproachable in His sight — if
indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved
away from the hope of the gospel‡• Colossians 1: 19-23.

”But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far o›  have been made near by
the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace‡• Ephesians 2: 13-14

Martin Sellens

PREACHING PLAN
Morning Evening

July 6 Martin Sellens Glyn Williams
13 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
20 Glyn Williams Jonathan Chell
27 Errol Hulse Glyn Williams

August 3 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
10 Martin Sellens Glyn Williams
17 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
24 Glyn Williams Jonathan Chell
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parents of his new faith.

Some of the many things I can praise God for over the year are Lee‘s
conversion; surprisingly good exam results which can only be attributed to
God‘s grace; the provision of a house next year (6 of us renting a house
together, including Lee); the Christians God has placed me in the midst of
at both university and church.

Please pray for Lee as he now faces the challenges of living as the only
Christian in his home for 3 months and settling in a church in Hastings; the
organisation of cu events in freshers‘ week, especially as the Bridges Hall
Junior Common Room committee have refused us permission to hold an
evangelistic event as we hoped to; conversions at the cu and at Whitley
Wood (particularly pray for the 20 or so church children, none of whom are
Christians).

Thank you for the prayer I know I have had over the year, and please
continue to pray for God‘s blessings in the next academic year.

Tim Hilton

”Blessed are the peacemakers•
Matthew 5: 9

On a visit to Iceland in early June Anne and I came across the Hofdi in
Reykjavik — the Reception House of the City Council. It is a striking
building set in its own grounds on the sea front looking out towards the
Atlantic. Outside are plaques in 3 languages which reminded us of the
following facts:

”In this historic house on 11-12 October 1986 the Reykjavik summit meeting
of the super powers took place between Ronald Reagan, president of the
United States of America and Mikhail Gorbachev, Secretary General of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. This
summit meeting is regarded as heralding the beginning of the end of the
Cold War.•
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How interesting, I thought, God has already given to Christians all things
concerning life and godliness; and Christians have already been given
exceedingly great and precious promises. Fascinating, I thought, getting
more excited.

As I continued to study the words on the metal sculpture, I learnt that on
that May afternoon 250 years earlier, John Wesley had attended evensong in
nearby St Paul‘s Cathedral. There he had heard the choir singing an anthem
based on Psalm 130 ”Out of the deep have I called unto Thee, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice•. There had been times in my life when I, like John
Wesley, had been able to identify with that Psalm.

Then my reading speed increased as I read the žnal extract of the Journal
written out on the sculpture. John Wesley wrote, ”In the evening, I went very
unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther‘s
Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was
describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I
felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for
salvation. And an assurance was given me, that He had taken away my sins,
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death•.

That was the moment when John Wesley became a Christian by the grace
of God. As for me, I had already been a Christian for 25 years but that
moment at the Barbican was a very crucial one for me in another sense. My
heart was beating fast as I realised that God had given me 100% assurance
that He was calling me to the ministry of the Gospel. The assurance came in
the fullness of the times, three hours before the interview at LTS.

I then was privileged to spend two wonderful years there and I have
subsequently been a minister in churches in Leicester and Reeth for 22 years.
How good God is, and how timely His actions are. We can indeed trust
Him for absolutely everything provided that we are willing to do things His
way. Martin‘s article in the magazine served as a welcome reminder to me of
that.

David Gregson
(Reeth in Swaledale)
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Time marches on — use it wisely!
Recently, in a one-o›  lesson in Followers we were looking at the account of
Jesus healing the man who was deaf and who also had a speech impediment,
and thought about how he must have felt when he could hear and
communicate with others. We explored the ways that God heals today and
one of those ways is through the
wonderful advances of medical science.

In the days when Jesus was on the earth
there were no antibiotics, no heart
bypasses, no keyhole surgery, no
chemotherapy — in fact almost nothing at
all to help with any serious illness or
infection. The aim was to teach the
Followers that even •healings‘ through
what we would consider as normal
medical means are very wonderful and
God given. The gifts, knowledge, facilities
and technology that make such medical
healing possible in our day and time are all
by the grace of God to us.

This point was further emphasised to me
during the week when I walked through St
John‘s Church grounds and the adjoining
Merrion Gardens, opposite the Merrion
Centre, on my way back to the car
following some shopping in Leeds. In the
churchyard some of the old tombstones lie
Ÿat on the ground forming a paved area
around the church and one such stone
told its sad tale — four children in the same
family were buried beneath the stone, three of them under the age of 4 (one
at 12 weeks) and a son aged 20. That was only just over 100 years ago, and it

6

each week, and am looking forward to next year. I‘ve been very involved
with the Christian Union, and I am one of the leaders of the cu cell group
which meets in my hall of residence. I have also had the privilege of leading
several of the cu‘s prayer breakfasts (an early morning prayer meeting
followed by breakfast, as the name implies).

The people at the cu have been tremendously encouraging to me, especially
as I didn‘t really know what to expect when I arrived. I‘ve been very grateful
for the Christians that God has surrounded me with, and I‘ve been
extremely encouraged to see Christians from many di› erent types of church
and backgrounds all meeting together to worship and serve God despite
minor di› erences in belief. It‘s been a great chance to examine the Biblical
basis of my beliefs, especially on issues I had taken for granted because of
my church upbringing. My hall of residence has several Christians in it, so
the cell group has been very large (so large, in fact, that we had to split it
into two groups to žt in a room!). It‘s been great to see how close we‘ve
grown, and how we‘re able to support each other during diœcult times.

The church I attend is Whitley Wood Reformed Baptist Church and the
people there have been very welcoming to me, and have been great examples
of Christian living. One such occasion was when I was sick and one family
kindly took me in for a few days (despite having 5 kids of their own!) so I
had some peace to recuperate and some people to look after me. At the
prayer meetings fast reactions are needed to get a prayer in, and the church
has really rallied around people with diœcult family or personal
circumstances. They were good enough to pray for Chen-Wei during his
illness and were overjoyed to hear of his recovery, and it is not unusual to
hear prayers for the work of Tinshill despite none of them ever having
attended!

The biggest encouragement of the year has been the conversion of a friend
called Lee who is on my course and lived in the same hall as me. He came to
university with no knowledge or interest in God, and has gradually attended
more and more cu meetings and started going to a local church where he
was converted in early May. Already his faith has visibly grown, which has
been amazing to watch, and he has successfully told his non-Christian
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and complete the job. Our thanks
go to all the team involved, but our
special thanks to Graham Leng for
organising and overseeing this work
and to James and David Harrison,
Ken Link and Wynford Perchon
who faithfully laboured over several
days to see this job done, ably
assisted by others. We are also
thankful to Anne Sellens for the
many hours she has put in over

recent weeks to improve the planting beds around the grounds.

The recent work has
already resulted in
lots of positive
comments from
neighbours who
have witnessed the
work being carried
out and have been
particularly amazed
to see a man in a
neck brace so
actively involved! It
has been good to work in a group on this project with a clear aim in sight
and to encourage each other to continue on to achieve a good outcome for
the glory of our God.

Martin Sellens

Reading about Reading
I have dežnitely enjoyed my žrst year at university in Reading studying
robotics. It has been a year of both real encouragements and challenges. I‘ve
enjoyed my course, which has involved 19 hours of lectures and practicals
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made me think again how blessed we are with all the medical help we get
nowadays when we are poorly. (Even though medical advances have
brought with them many ethical problems about which we need to pray
much)

Above the tombstones and over the entrance to the church there is a sundial
and engraved in the stone beneath it is the scripture text ”So teach us to
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom• (Psalm
90: 12). It‘s a wise reminder that human life is brief, even at its longest and
healthiest. The best possible use of our time is to trust in Christ for salvation
then love and serve Him all the days He gives us.

Margaret Williams

Tots Club 20th Birthday
Much thought and prayer had gone into the preparations for ”Tots Club•
20th Birthday, especially by Carole Brearley, our leader.

We approached June 11th with excitement, anticipation and a little
apprehension (being something new).

Invitations had been sent to those who attended in earlier years, 7 of whom
responded positively. Altogether 45 adults and 44 children arrived for a
1.15pm start. Amongst them were our Pastor — Glyn Williams, and Anne
Sellens the
”founder• of
”Mum & Tots•
— its žrst name.
This was
changed to
”Tots Club• in
2002/2003
mainly to reŸect
that not all the
adults who
attend are
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”Mums•. There sometimes are Dads, and regularly Grandmas and
Grandads and childminders attending. Also ”Club• žts in with other
gatherings for children — ”Key Club• (replaced Sunday School) and ”Good
New Club•. Veronica Wright who has helped out when needed was also
with us.

We had decorated the church with balloons, streamers and had a board with
photos from the past.

The programme for the afternoon was a combination of our normal ”Tots
Club• and our Christmas celebrations. Whilst the children were having
their usual ”play• time and ”craft• time (making a crown and decorating it —
supervised by Ruth Barugh and Eva Ng) others of the team had time to chat
to those who attended in the past.

We then pushed the toys to the side and had a few ”circle songs• e.g. Ring a
Ring o‘roses, before moving into the lower extension room for our ”eats•.
The carers had brought a plate of food for their charge (they know what the
child likes and it also prevents buns without icing being left!!).

We had provided some food for the adults including a large celebration cake
(courtesy of Cost-Co) decorated
appropriately for the occasion. Vi
Archer, as usual, had prepared the
drinks. Before we ate Glyn gave
thanks for the food and for the
past 20 years in Tots Club.

After our tea, Carole said she had
a few facts to give us and let fall along piece of paper! (It was mostly blank).
She mentioned Anne starting ”Mums & Tots•, Rosemary Hilton, Ann
Mountain and Ruth Holder having been helpers from the beginning and
one childminder who had been attending since 1996.

Each child receives a card and Christian book for their birthday. About 600
have been given out over the 20 years.

Carole žnished her few words by explaining that we couldn‘t have carried
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on without the help of our heavenly Father who has given strength,
creativity and unity to the team.

Thanks were given to the ”carers• for their support and the hope that we
will be able to continue to have freedom to hold Tots Club in the future.

The afternoon ended with the team gathering round the piano and singing
the hymn ”Come let us sing of a wonderful love, Tender and true•.

On the way out the children were given a balloon and a small chocolate
”treat•, and the adults a laminated bookmark (made by Carole and her
husband) which had the dates of Tots Club on it and a brief statement
about why we have a Tots Club —
”‡our desire has been to o› er love, care
and friendship to all who have attended.
We have been motivated by our own
love for the Lord Jesus Christ. Our
sincere hope is that you and your tots
have seen this and have been drawn to
follow Him•. The text John 3: 16 was
also on the bookmark.

When everyone had gone, the team sat down for our refreshments, tired but
happy and thankful to the Lord for His enabling and care for us.

Ruth Holder
For the team

Work in the Grounds
Over the course of 3-4 weeks
in May/June the replacement
fence along the side boundary
of the church was erected. It
was quite a job and labour of
love but a good group worked
long hours to remove obstacles
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