Diary of Services and Activities

Sunday Prayer Meeting
Morning Worship*
Key Club (Children aged 4-11)
Evening Worship
Holy Communion follows the first morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised créche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age)

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly)
Ladies’ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
venue as announced
Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly)

Wednesday Tots’ Club (term-time)
Followers’ Prayer Group (fortnightly)
at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday =~ Thursday at Two (senior citizens — fortnightly)
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11)
Missionary Prayer Group (monthly)
at 1 Tinshill Mount
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Week ending Cleaning

May 3 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams
10 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Rosemary Hilton
17  Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers  Christine Crossley
24  Margaret Williams Lai San Hamilton Alex Hamilton
31 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley ~ Ruth Barugh

For Sunday Flowers
May 4 Margaret Green 11 Jenny Leng
18 Angela Mathers 25 Margaret Williams
June 1 Carole Brearley 8 Christine Blayney
Library
Morning Evening

May 4 Anthony/Rosemary Hilton =~ Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard

11 Yvonne Chell Angela Mathers

18  Christine Crossley Jack/Ruth Rozday

25 Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard Anthony/Rosemary Hilton
June 1 Paul Crossley Mavis Mathers

Heartfelt Thanks

It is good to report that James Harrison is much improved following his fall
and is progressing well. In a recent letter on behalf of himself and David he
wrote:

“Please express our heartfelt thanks and great appreciation to all the
congregation. I am amazed by the people at Tinshill with their love and
kindness outpoured upon me, that through their prayers God might heal
and restore my broken bones to their former strength again. The get well
cards, the encouragement and support with sending us food and provision
from many, love and the financial and practical help has been God’s great
provision and blessing to us both. We pray that they too might be blessed in
heart for all they have given to us in the precious name of Jesus our
Saviour”.

James and David Harrison
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Pastoral Letter — May 2008

Election 2008

Last night I watched a discussion between the three major candidates for
Mayor of London — Boris Johnson is brighter than he looks; Brian Paddock
is harder than he looks; and Ken Livingstone is maturer than he looks! They
were all fighting for votes in respect of the election taking place on May Ist,
together with other local elections, the results of which we will know by the
time this magazine is published.

Freedom of speech means that these candidates could be quite rude to each
other, hoping to win over the popular vote by concentrating on the
perceived weaknesses of each other. This seems to be the trend nowadays. 1
have noticed that when our own Prime Minister and Ministers are
interviewed by alert BBC correspondents, those correspondents too can be
so direct and rude, one wonders what it does for this country’s respect for
the authorities which God has placed over us.

This is being mirrored on the other side of the Atlantic, as the titanic
struggle for Democratic candidate for President is fought out between
Hillary Clinton and Barak Obama — fascinating for some, boring for others.
And when that is over, we will have the long run up to the election for
President itself against Mr McCain of the Republican Party, in November.

Everything is turned round the other way when it comes to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and His position in authority over all things in the world. Because
He humbled Himself in coming from the glory of Heaven, perfectly
obeying His Heavenly Father, living a perfect life and dying an innocent
death on behalf of sinners, God has raised Him from the dead and highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name
(Philippians 2: 9). Owing to who He is — God the Son — and the position to
which His Heavenly Father has raised Him, He demands respect, and that
respect and reverence includes bowing the knee in worship, and demands
that we submit our lives to Him. If Christ has died for us and humbled
Himself, the least we lesser mortals can do is to humble ourselves before
Him, and receive His salvation.



Not only is it a matter of respect, it’s a matter of election — who chooses
whom? — and here also the position is turned round the other way. God
does not come cap in hand to convince us that we should choose His Son as
Saviour and Lord, much like we choose an MP or a Prime Minister. He
graciously works in us and moves our heart by the Holy Spirit to receive His
Son. The command comes to us to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but
behind the scenes Christians are elect from the foundation of the world.
“Yust as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love” (Ephesians 1: 4).

There is a mystery here, but there is also great motivation. The cross of Jesus
is certain of success. Christians are agents of the Scriptures and the gospel
through whom God graciously draws others into His salvation. It is not our
failure when a dear friend refuses to believe in Christ. As the year proceeds,
that motivation drives us, not only to respect, awe, worship at God’s grace
in saving us, but also drives us to push the boundaries in a natural way to
reach people for the love of Christ. What a positive hope there is for us here.
As the Lord Jesus said to Paul in a vision “7 have many people in this city”
(Acts 18: 10) — many people who will be saved for ever instead of being
condemned for ever. The Lord is pleased to use us for this purpose, of
proclaiming His salvation.

Yours in the love of Christ

Glyn Williams

“ “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble”

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all
your care upon Him, for He cares for you”

1 Peter 5: 5-7

DIARY

¥h?1l 8 2pm Thursday at Two  Speaker: Eric Holder
Fri 9 7.45pm Annual General Meeting
Tue 13 10.15am Second Tuesday Subject: Questions Jesus asked
7.30pm Ladies’ Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive
Wed 14 7.30pm Followers’ Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk
Thu 15 10-12  Asda chaplaincy
7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study Speaker: Andrew Lolley
Fri 16 7.45pm Missionary Prayer Group at 1 Tinshill Mount
Sat 17 9am  Singing Breakfast at church

10.30 Plant Sales Day at
—4.30 Caring for Life, Crag House Farm, Cookridge

Tue 20 7.45pm Men’s Fellowship

Thu 22 2pm Thursday at Two  Speaker: Jonathan Chell
Deadline for items/contributions to June magazine

Tue 27 7.30pm Ladies’ Prayer Group

Wed 28 7.30pm Followers’ Prayer Group

Please note:

The Annual General Meeting is open to both members and non members.
The agenda and set of Departmental Reports/Annual Accounts will be
available on Sunday 4th May and be given to all members — if you are not a
member but would like a set please see Martin Sellens.

A further opportunity to learn some new hymns from Christian Hymns is
taking place on Saturday 17th May at 9am beginning with breakfast and
then a time of hymn singing — Roger Norris has kindly agreed to help us
with this. All are welcome.
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As

one with Him we rise

to seek the things above,

in life that never dies,

in righteousness and love:

let praise unite our ransomed powers,

for Christ is risen, Christ is ours!

Timothy Dudley-Smith

Preaching Plan

May 4
11
18
25
June 1

Morning Evening

Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
Glyn Williams Jonathan Chell
Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
Richard Myerscough ~ Martin Sellens
Glyn Williams Glyn Williams

Outside Appointments

Do remember our men as they minister outside the church in the coming

month as follows:

Glyn Williams
Tue 6 7.30pm

Mon 12 7pm
Tue 13 7.30pm
Mon 19 7.30pm

Sun 25 am
Jonathan Chell
Sun 4 pm

Bible Study, Hambleton Evangelical Church (2 of 3)

Leeds City Mission Committee
Bible Study, Hambleton (3 of 3)

Leeds City Mission Trustees

Christchurch, Bradford (formerly Pollard Park)

Bethel Free Church, Armley
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Robert Arthington, Africa and Cookridge

Robert Arthington was born in Hunslet Lane, Leeds in May 1823, the only
son of Robert and Maria Arthington, who were leading figures in the Leeds
meeting of the Society of Friends. In his early 20s Robert left the Society of
Friends and eventually found his spiritual home at South Parade Baptist
Church in Headingley. He inherited a considerable sum of £200,000 when
his father died in 1864 and although he did not set up his own business, a
combination of prudent investment, notably in the expansion of the
railways in Britain and America, and a very simple, non-materialistic and
minimalist lifestyle meant he was able to invest substantially in the work of
the gospel and particularly in evangelism.

He gave substantial donations to missionary work through the Baptist
Missionary Society (Bms) and the London Missionary Society supporting
their emphasis on evangelistic expansion. He was instrumental in the spread
of the gospel in the Congo and enabled the BMSs to construct a chain of
mission stations along the Congo river through the purchase of the river
steamer, the “Peace”. His vision to form a chain of mission stations to
constitute “a line of Gospel light across the ‘dark continent”™ was strongly
influenced by David Livingstone’s vision for Africa.

Robert Arthington continued to live frugally in one room in a large house in
Headingley with no carpets and little light apart from a few candles. When
he died in October 1900 he left just over a million pounds, to be distributed
through charities and placed in trust after his death. He appointed four
spiritual men as his executors and trustees. The trust that was established
existed until 1936.

Whilst the significance for the Christian history of Central Africa of Robert
Arthington’s philanthropy exercised during his lifetime was considerable, it
was outweighed by the importance of his legacy and the trust he established
which lasted for another 36 years.

Locally we have another testimony to Robert Arthington’s generosity and

philanthropy — he financed the building of a second hospital in Cookridge
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next to the Ida Convalescent Home. The hospital was opened in May 1905
and was known initially as the Robert Arthington but became better known
as part of Cookridge hospital. It has served the people of Leeds well for just
about 90 years and was converted to offices in the 1990s. The main hospital
became a specialist centre for the treatment of cancer with its MRI scanners.
It has closed within the last year following the opening of the Oncology
Wing at St Jame’s — its scanners have been transferred to the new wing. The
buildings are now boarded up but will soon receive a new lease of life as it is
converted to flats/dwellings with new build dwellings in the grounds. A
listed building, it remains an important local building and the new scheme
will ensure public access is retained through the site and the ancient
woodland to the north is preserved. As we see the building may we
remember the sacrificial lifestyle of Robert Arthington which has done so
much for the spreading of the Gospel during his life and after his death.

Martin Sellens

Second Tuesday
The Beautiful Attitudes

As there was no Second Tuesday in April the notes are included from the
first of the seminars Glyn gave at First Tuesday back in the autumn of 2000
on the Beatitudes. Others will be printed through the year in The Magazine
between the regular Second Tuesday seminars planned this year.

Introduction

We all like to receive beautiful attitudes from other people, although we are
not quite so aware when we lack them towards other people — that’s human
nature. It is a phrase which is based on what are commonly called the
beatitudes from the gospels of Matthew and Luke in the Bible. They are
statements made by Jesus Christ to His disciples on a hillside at the start of
His ministry.

In fact the word ‘beatitudes’ does not literally mean ‘beautiful attitudes’
though they can be described as that. Beatitudes actually means “blessed by
God” or “having Heavenly happiness”. Note straight away that the blessing
from God is upon the person with the beautiful attitudes, not always the
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Ascended!

May Ist, as well as being Election Day was, more importantly, Ascension
Day in the calendar. We remember the biblical account recorded by Luke in
the Acts of the Apostles how the Lord Jesus assembled together with the
apostles and gave His last instructions to them.

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken
up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.” Acts 1: 9

What an event! The Risen Saviour returns to Glory and the Father. There is
a Man in Heaven for us! Not just any man but The Son of Man — The
Lamb of God — The Second Adam — The Friend of sinners — our Great
High Priest. What hope there is for us!

May we praise Him with the hymn writer who summed it up well in hymn
284 in Christian Hymns.

“The final triumph won,
the full atonement made,
salvation’s work is done,
redemption’s price is paid:
the morning breaks, the dark is fled,
for Christ is risen from the dead!

The tomb in which He lay

lies empty now and bare;

the stone is rolled away,

no lifeless form is there:

the sting is drawn from death and grave,
for Christ is risen, strong to save!

For us the Saviour died,

with us He lives again,

to God the Father’s side

exalted now to reign:

to throne and crown by right restored,
for Christ is risen, Christ is Lord!
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Meekness of course is not weakness — it is the very opposite. It takes courage
and self-control. It is submissiveness under provocation, leaving everything
in the hand of God who loves and cares.

Jesus of course is the example of being meek, even under the severest
provocation. He Himself, without pride, claims this attribute “..for I am
meek and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:
29). Meek is sometimes translated ‘gentle’, thus indicating that Christ will
be gracious to all who come to Him and our Lord Jesus rode into Jerusalem
“meek, and sitting upon an ass” (Matthew 21: ).

The apostle Peter encourages us to have “the incorruptible ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit” (1 Peter 3: 4). Finally we must “speak evil of no one,
be peaceable, showing all meekness to all men.” (Titus 3: 2).

The reward for those who are meek is that they will inherit the earth. This is
a strange phrase. Which earth? The earth where we are now, or some future
earth? In a limited sense the meek inherit this earth. They are blessed by
God; they are forgiven by Him; they appreciate all of God’s creation on the
earth; they take nothing for granted of what God gives them both in
provision, and spiritually through the Lord Jesus Christ. But the complete
fulfilment of this promise is reserved for the future, when at Christ’s return
in glory, the meek will inherit the new heavens and earth, from which every
stain of sin and curse have been removed.

These, then, are the first three of the beautiful attitudes — to be ‘poor in
spirit’, to mourn for sin, and to be meek. How can we do it? Not in
ourselves, or in our own strength. Our Lord is showing the disciples, and us,
that these are characteristics which belong to Himself. We can only show
these characteristics ourselves by having Him in our lives, by His Holy
Spirit.

Glyn Williams

person to whom these attitudes are directed. They are attitudes which make
a person who has them ‘happy in God’.

Overview

There are eight ‘beautiful attitudes’ taught in Matthew 5: 1-12, while the
gospel of Luke has only four of them, and in a different order. As we come
to them, we will note that all eight could be thoroughly encouraged by
humanists, agnostics, atheists who have a social concern, as well as
Christians. So whatever our beliefs, we can move from the purely human
angle to the vital spiritual angle which Christ has in mind. We can illustrate
this by listing each beautiful attitude and the benefit accruing to the person
who holds that attitude. The word blessed always means ‘happy in God’.

Attitudes Benefit
1. Poor in spirit Kingdom of Heaven
2. Mourn Comforted
3.  Meek Inherit the earth
4. Hunger and thirst after righteousness  Filled
5. Merciful Obtain mercy
6.  Purein heart See God
7.  Peacemakers Sons of God
8.  Persecuted for righteousness’ sake Kingdom of Heaven

Sometimes the benefit fits the attitude exactly — for example, those that are
merciful will obtain mercy (from God); sometimes, the connection is not so
obvious. Nevertheless, the benefit is appropriate to the attitude.

Let us now look at each attitude taking:
1) The natural view of it
2) Christ’s view of it
3) The benefit or reward for it.

1. Poor in spirit

Christian or not, we probably would ‘cotton on’ that poor in spirit does not
have to mean poor in worldly possessions. We might think that the
materially poor are in a better position to be ‘poor in spirit’, but this is not
necessarily so. The majority of people might say that this attitude has
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something to do with humility, or lack of pride. Some might take it to
mean lack of confidence in themselves and their abilities. We warm to such
a person. He/she is not a threat to us, even when they have obvious abilities,
and there are many people like that. How far that humility can be tested
and proved under pressure perhaps only his/her nearest and dearest are

qualified to tell.

The Lord Jesus Christ meant more than that. It has to be a poverty of spirit
in relation to God, otherwise how can the benefit possibly be the ‘Kingdom
of Heaven’? The ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ is where God reigns supremely —

there is a ‘future’ aspect to it, not just a present membership of the
Kingdom of God.

To be ‘poor in spirit’ means to be convinced of one’s own unworthiness
before God — to be convinced one is truly a sinner, that we have offended
God who has no sin. It means to have a contrite or repentant spirit before
God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,

A broken and a contrite heart —

These, O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51: 17)

It means to acknowledge one’s own utter helplessness, requiring forgiveness
by God, and being humbly grateful to God for all His benefits. Such an
attitude is the opposite of pride.

2. Mourn

You could say that to mourn is entirely personal, and has nothing to do
with anyone else. For example, when a loved one dies, you naturally mourn.
Moreover, it is hoped that you will receive comfort from friends and family,
with the assurance that the deceased is not suffering physically any more.
That is the natural reading of this second beautiful attitude “Blessed are
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted’.

But then we know it must mean more, because all these attitudes are
positively moral ones, they are not just passive feelings like mourning — we
all go through that feeling at some stage, without any real moral value to it.
So we need to look further as to what our Lord meant.
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It is first of all mourning for one’s own sins against God, and the results of
that sin. Such a person will be comforted by God. But this is implied in
those who are ‘poor in spirit’ also. Therefore Jesus was not limiting this
mourning to one’s own sins, whereby we grieve God, but He is extending it
to mourning also for other people’s sins and the nation’s sins, which also
grieve and dishonour God. It is an active moral beautiful attitude, to mourn
for any offence done to God. Such mourning is God-centred, not man-
centred. It is to ‘sigh and cry’ over all the moral and spiritual abominations
of our society, and the power of the wicked to oppress the righteous and the
innocent. It is to come before God, and even identify with a group or
nation which have sinned, even if personally you have not apparently
sinned. The classic example of this is the godly prophet Daniel who mourns
for the sin of his people, the Hebrews taken into captivity by Babylon in the
sixth century BC. “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant
and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His
commandments, we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done
wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from your precepts and your
judgments...” (Daniel 9: 4,5). Daniel has become an intercessor for his
people, thus illustrating how Jesus Christ perfectly intercedes for His people
— true Christians — in Heaven, having taken their sins on the cross.

The promise to those who mourn in this way is that they will be thoroughly
comforted by God through His Holy Spirit, the Comforter.

3. Meek

Well, at first sight it would be natural to assume it’s the same as the first —
‘poor in spirit’. Surely this just means humility. Yes, being meek does
include humility, but it includes something more — it is a positively meek
attitude to other people. It describes the person who does not respond to
mental or physical attack; the person who is not resentful against another
person in the face of forgiven or unforgiven sin against him; he bears no
grudge; he finds refuge in the Lord and commits his way entirely to Him.
Knowing that he can claim no credit himself before God, having died to any
thoughts of his own goodness, then he can only be gracious to the faults of
others.



