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Pastoral Letter — April 2008

Promise of summer
Today as I write, it is the first full day of British Summer Time. This first

mention of summer has come when spring has barely arrived! The very early

Easter has been accompanied by very late snow, and so grandparents,

children and people who have never seen snow have been building

snowmen for fun, hoping to defy the thawing temperatures of spring! A

now tiny snowman with horizontal twig poking from his head has recently

been seen in the church grounds!

We have no reason to grumble about the unseasonable weather. God has

given every nation the beauty of nature and weather. When the Apostle Paul

preached to the Athenians on Mars Hill, he described God as the one in

whom “we live and move and have our being”, irrespective of whether we

believe in Him. All nations dwell on the face of the earth “so that they

should seek the Lord” on the basis of the beauty of God’s creation (Acts 17:

-). Even on this year’s cold Easter Monday we were able to visit Adel

Dam next door to Golden Acre Park and observe, from one of two hides, a

nuthatch, a greater spotted woodpecker, and various other more common,

but nevertheless beautiful birds. We then battled a blizzard to walk to the

Golden Acre Café to eat, drink and get warm!

John Milton, aged , wrote the hymn “Let us with a gladsome mind”. The

third verse reads “All things living He does feed, His full hand supplies their

need”. (Born  years ago this year, he grew up to become a Senior Civil

Servant for Oliver Cromwell, and a notable Christian and poet.)

But spare a thought and a prayer for Zimbabwe. The country is normally

seen to be blessed in natural resources. It was once the “breadbasket of

Africa”. It might enjoy a greater number of blue skies than the UK, and yet

a tyrant continues to stop God’s providence in supplying the needs of the

people. This week the count continues following the recent national

elections. Inflation is running at ,%, compared with our %. That

means that prices in Zimbabwe are increasing threefold every day! Money is

virtually irrelevant; it is back to barter, instead of money. If you’ve got
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something, you can buy something you need in exchange. Otherwise you

and the family starve, or escape across the border to another land. The only

immediate hope there is to grow your own food, and hope to have enough

left over to barter for other essentials to live.

So we have a structure and stability in our land which enables us to look

forward to the promise of summer, God willing. Some will be looking

forward to holidays here or abroad. Some will first be facing end of year

examinations at College or School, and regretting that they have not done

enough revision so far! And some will be looking for jobs after that. Pray for

such!

Christians also look forward, at this time, to Christian family holidays away,

conferences, and evangelism both locally and nationally. United Beach

Missions are gearing up for what is hoped to be a fruitful time for the

gospel, and some of our people at Tinshill will be involved in that, or in

other Christian holidays for youth. Locally, we are planning, under God, for

the Spring Supper, the Bible Exhibition for primary school children and,

later in the year, the th anniversary of the church, and the Holiday Bible

Club. Without prayers for God to be in the midst, these efforts would be

fruitless.

Praise God, then, for the promise of summer, both for evangelism and

recreation. The first instruction which our Lord gave to the assembled

Christians in the Upper Room late on the actual day of His resurrection,

was:– “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:

). If God’s Son came so far from Heaven into the world to die on the cross

to save sinners, it is far less distance for us to go to share that message.

Glyn Williams

Thank You
We thank you for all your prayers, cards and get-well wishes which helped

us through a very difficult time when Chen-Wei was suddenly taken ill. We

thank and praise God for His unfailing love and mercy that Chen-Wei is

now on his way to a full recovery. With love in Christ.

Philip, Eva and Chen-Wei
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Joys and Sorrows around the Fellowship
(“The Lord is my strength and my song” Psalm 118: )

We have had several serious situations happening amongst the church

fellowship over recent days. Chen Wei Ng, the  year old son of Philip and

Eva, was struck down with bacterial meningitis and Philip and Eva spent

days and nights by his side in the Intensive Care Unit of Leeds General

Infirmary. Much prayer was made by the church and many others, and we

were deeply thankful and relieved when he finally regained consciousness

and began his recovery. He is now back amongst us, remarkably well and

with no signs of any lasting effect. Pray for him as he attempts to settle back

into his busy school schedule, catching up on work missed. His first arrival

in church with Philip and Eva, following discharge from hospital was a very

precious moment. We give great thanks to God for His mercy in preserving

Chen and giving him back to Philip and Eva, their wider family, and us. It

was very lovely to have some of Eva’s

family members visit with us over Easter.

We shall remember for a long time the

snowfall which we woke up to on Easter

Sunday morning, and the sight of Philip

building a snowman in the church

grounds after the service to the delight of

the two year old member of the family

group, watched by a healthy, smiling

Chen.

Lucy Naylor, one of our Followers and member of the After Church,

recently lost her baby brother, Joshua, aged  days. Pray for Lucy, that the

Lord will help and sustain her, and also for her family as they come to terms

with their sad loss.

James Harrison, our farmer member from Otley had a farming accident in

March when he fell whilst dealing with some bales, and as well as breaking

his shoulder bone and some ribs, he has two unstable fractures in his spine.

After a time in hospital he is now home, but must wear a steel support
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jacket with under-chin brace to keep his spine still as healing takes place.

We give great thanks that his injuries were not even more serious, and

continue to pray that he will make a full recovery. He can move about a

little and is happy to welcome visitors to the farm, please phone him to let

him know if you intend to visit. Pray also for his son David who is running

the farm without James – at the busiest time of the year with calving and

lambing taking place. They have sustained some losses, particularly many

lambs, due to a disease which caused some of the sheep to lamb too early. A

fund has been set up as one way we can express love and care to James and

David. Contributions can be made to the fund – cheques made payable to

Tinshill Free Church, with a covering note to Martin Sellens (church

treasurer, address on back of magazine) saying the gift is for the Harrisons,

and saying whether you wish it to be treated as a Gift Aid donation if you

are a tax payer.

Rae Benson had an accident in which she broke her hip and spent some

time in hospital. Having returned home she has had a slight heart attack,

and some difficulty with her diabetes and is back in hospital as this is

written. Pray for Rae as she works at getting mobile again and overcoming

these latest setbacks. She is missing being amongst us and is looking forward

to getting back to church as soon as possible.

Please also continue to pray for Alan Barugh, John Mountain, Mary Smith

and Mark Pitten, as they fight the daily battle of long term disability and

pain. They are not often mentioned in print, but they are not forgotten in

prayer.

Thanksgiving also for the renewal of fellowship over recent weeks with our

students, Beccy Leng, Tim Hilton and Daniel Rozday. It’s great as well to

have Ben Henry among us as often as he can come. Pray for Ben and Beccy

as they look forward to their wedding at Tinshill in July. (Not to be

outdone by the preparation of the Lengs, the church grounds are

undergoing a makeover in anticipation of the event – watch the borders for

new plants popping up!)

Margaret Williams
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North of England Conference
7th & 8th March 2008

It was good to gather with about a hundred other church officers from

across the North of England on the weekend of 7th/8th March for the

annual conference at Mirfield. It is a time for ministry, fellowship, prayer,

mutual encouragement and to stock up the book shelves from Evangelical

Press/Banner of Truth who had book tables offering substantial discounts (I

bought  and have since then read  of them!). I learnt of some new church

situations in the North of England as I met new people and they learnt a

little more of our situation at Tinshill. For the first time for some years all 4

church officers at Tinshill were able to attend on both the Friday evening

and Saturday sessions.

The theme of the conference this year was “Developing Visionary

Leadership” with an opening talk from Bill Dyer on “Seeing God’s Vision”

followed by two talks from John Benton on Saturday morning on “Vision

Ruined” and “Radiating God’s Vision”. John got up at a very early hour to

be driven up to Mirfield from Guildford in Surrey to deliver his first address

at about .am and we were glad he made the effort and time to set out

some guiding principles from Haggai 1 and Jeremiah 1 which were helpful

and well applied. The scene was set on Friday evening when Bill Dyer very

ably set out the need that people have for direction in our churches. In a

challenging address Bill showed us from Philippians 2:

(i) God’s vision for glorifying God the Father (v) through the great

redemptive purposes of Christ. This is shown elsewhere in Scripture e.g.

Psalm 46:  “I will be exalted”, Ephesians 1:  “to the praise of the

glory of His grace”. Man’s chief end is to glorify God – this is bigger

even than the salvation of sinners.

(ii) The humble servant sacrifice revealed (v & v-). This is an essential

part of God’s vision of salvation and is to be imitated in our

discipleship. This is meekness not weakness. Humility is so important

in leadership for people who are to follow if trust is to be established.

Humility is most likely to achieve unity and progress in the church.
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There is a danger of pride in our zeal towards other Christian traditions.

We need humility towards God and His work. Bill challenged us about

what we do in church – how much is governed by tradition? We need

to keep to the truth but with humility. Are we really engaging with the

world? – this may mean us leaving our comfort zone as Christ did. We

need to stimulate each other to be fresh and we need to be helping each

other more as churches. There is a danger in independency of being

isolationist.

(iii) The certainty of success (v-). Christ’s work cannot fail. God has an

infallible strategy to bring His people to glory. There is a guarantee of

God’s election in Christ. On this vision we can move forward to action

in prayer and evangelism with confident faith in God. We are, however,

so cautious and timid in what we seek to achieve for God. Where are

our bold initiatives? Have we launched out into the deep or are we

paddling in the shallows? Our reformed theology should put a rod of

steel in our backs. When Christians have faith and courage God has

blessed. We have lost confidence – particularly in how to pray. The fact

that we cannot save means we must go to God in earnest, pleading

prayer. We must catch the vision again. If we do so this would energise

our vitality in our churches and give greater confidence in evangelistic

preaching and in new ways of meeting and saving the lost.

There was nothing more extreme – God stopped at nothing to win our

salvation. This was His passionate vision and love overcame all. Can we hear

the call? – to no-holds barred discipleship, whole hearted commitment and

faith. Does this characterize our leadership?

In Bill’s view from a more itinerant ministry of late and shared by others

who see the state of our churches today, passion and earnestness is lacking.

Sacrifice has nearly disappeared. Hard work is frowned upon. What has

happened to young men coming forward from our churches for ministry?

Where is the vision and passion? Jesus showed extraordinary passion – He

sacrificed everything and held back nothing and that passion and

compassion continues.

May we respond to the challenge of God’s word and ministry at the
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conference – do pray for us as we continue to meet regularly together as a

leadership team over the coming months.

Martin Sellens

Second Tuesday — 11th March 2008
Foundations under Fire – Judgment

Jesus – The Second Coming
These are brief notes as a basis for the Second Tuesday seminar

1 Introduction

We come now to the third and last of our series on “Foundations under

Fire” – ie. foundations that have been questioned by people even within the

visible Christian church. Our first was Adam and Eve as our literal first

ancestors and the Fall through them, resulting in the need for Jesus our

Saviour as “The last Adam”. The two doctrines fit together. The second in

the series was the Resurrection and Jesus the Firstfruits, where we

considered the literal Resurrection of Jesus and then His people who are the

lastfruits of the Resurrection, obtaining a glorious body similar to His. The

third foundation is the biblical fact of the Final Judgment, together with

Christ’s Second Coming in glory. Although church people at large believe in

principle the fact that Christ is coming literally and bodily from Heaven to

earth at some point in the future, the nature of the Judgment and its sober

consequences has certainly been watered down by some. If we are “in

Christ”, we look forward to the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ

and have no fear of the Judgment, since our sins have already been forgiven

and washed away through the cross of Christ and faith in Him. Although

the coming of Christ precedes the Judgment Day, we will take those two in

reverse order so that we can consider the current spiritual state of man in

relation to judgement.

2 Man under Judgment

We have seen previously how Adam and Eve’s disobedience against God in

taking the forbidden fruit resulted in death for themselves and the whole of

the human race to follow. They should have known better, and they
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represent the whole human race. Spiritually they were dead immediately

without fellowship with God, and physically they would die after a certain

span of life –  to  years is the biblical average, as it is in the . By

nature we think that the penalty for the first sin seems inordinately great,

but that is where we err straightaway – our assessments are influenced by sin

itself – God’s perspective is perfect. He gave the commandment not to eat

the forbidden fruit.

We are fairly certain that Adam and Eve were saved spiritually from this lost

state by wearing the covering which God ordained for their nakedness

namely, animal skins. That indicated animal sacrifices pointing forward to a

Messiah (Jesus) who in the sacrifice of Himself would redeem all who trust

in Him. Adam and Eve were saved by faith.

However, at birth, all have the stain of original sin and choose to sin. In the

Old Testament we see graphic judgments which God gives to specific sins

among His own people. For example, on Sunday evenings going through

the book of Joshua we have seen that Achan and his family lost their lives

because he stole spoils from Jericho which were to be set aside to be

destroyed by God. He should have known better. We must accept this as

the righteous judgment of God (Joshua 7).

The heathen nations were guilty of sins in war and peace, but they didn’t

know any better without the law. So we are given a variation in guilt which

follows through to the Judgment Day. Even in the New Testament Ananias

and Sapphira lost their lives because they ‘lied to the Holy Spirit’ about how

much they had received for the land they had sold in order to bring relief

money to the Apostles’ feet. They should have known better. Again, it

seems harsh, but God had to show that sin must be removed from His

chosen people (Acts 5: -). We just have to understand how serious sin is

against our perfect, eternal God.

The current status of all people without faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is that

they are ‘condemned already’ – they are lost in sin and stand condemned

unless Christ saves them. “For God did not send His Son into the world to

condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He

who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
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condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only

begotten Son of God” (John 3: ,).

3 The Judgment Day

The Second Coming of Jesus in glory heralds in the Judgment Day itself.

“The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered

up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to

his works” (Revelation 20: ). We read elsewhere that no work can be

considered as “good” unless it is done by faith in Christ and to please Him,

so it amounts to the fact that judgment will be based on whether we are

found ‘in Christ’ (see 4).

Together with the assessment of our life, will be the pronouncement of the

result – Heaven for those in Christ, and Hell for those who are not. This is

the area which has been watered down in recent years. John Stott who wrote

some excellent books and pamphlets in earlier years, writes:- “I question

whether eternal conscious torment is compatible with the biblical revelation

of divine justice”, and “ultimate annihilation of the wicked should at least

be accepted as a legitimate, biblically founded alternative to their eternal

conscious torment” (from Essentials – David L Edwards with a response

from John Stott, chapter 6).

If a respected church leader like John Stott questions that Hell is a

punishment which lasts forever, it is not surprising if many churchmen

follow his lead. Now I hope that we are as compassionate and desirous for

other people’s salvation as the most loving Christian, but we have to bow to

what the Bible says, and accept that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts.

For example, we have in Matthew 25:  “And these will go away into

everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life”. It is clear from

this verse that the punishment must last as long as life with Christ in

Heaven does – ie. for ever, without end. The context of this verse, however,

is challenging to us all. Eternal life is for those who serve other Christians in

need. That includes feeding them, giving them drink, clothing them,

visiting them, being hospitable to them in one’s home. To do those things is

to do them for Christ Himself. This is no ‘salvation by works’, but we are

expected to show the radical evidence of being saved.
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We need also to consider that God has a right to show the glory of His

mercy to repentant sinners, and the righteousness of His justice in

condemning unrepentant sinners. In Romans 9: , the Apostle Paul

writes: “What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power

known endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for

destruction, and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the

vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory”.

I don’t know whether it is any comfort to point out that there are varying

punishments in Hell, and varying rewards in Heaven. Those who are given

greater evidence for God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and reject it,

are to suffer in a greater way. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,

Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done

in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth

and ashes. But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment

than for you” (Luke 10: ,). Similarly, a person’s works may largely be

burnt up, but his soul is saved by faith in Christ. But those who show great

works in Christ will receive rewards, although these are entirely by grace and

not forced upon God to give.

Perhaps there is a partial answer to the question “What about those who

have never heard of Christ?” Maybe the text in Luke tells us that their

judgment will be ‘more tolerable’. They cannot be excused because “what

may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them…

they are without excuse” (Romans 1: ). The fact is, those today without

Christ are lost and He is the only way of salvation. The church’s object

must be to reach the lost in every way we can, not just fall back on the

certain promise “shall not the Judge of all the earth do right” (Genesis 18:

). To do right in His view might be a lot different from our view.

4 Christ’s Second Coming

Let us now focus on the good news of our Lord’s Second Coming in glory.

It will be the end of all things as we know it. The heavens and earth will

pass away and will be replaced by a new heavens and a new earth (Read 2

Peter chapter 3).

The main text for the glory of Christ’s Second Coming is 1 Thessalonians 4:
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-. It is so joyful for true Christians. It gives us true Christian hope for

the future. In the same way that our Lord died and rose again, the Lord

Jesus will bring the souls of those who are ‘in him’ – ie they have put their

trust in Him when on earth – and He will reunite them with their bodies in

their resurrection. Then Christians who are alive when He comes will be

caught up in the air with Christ and the resurrected Christians. “And thus

we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these

words”. On the other hand, there will be an awful resurrection for those

who are not ‘in Christ’. “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in

which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those

who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done

evil, to the resurrection of damnation” (John 5: ,). The word

damnation means ‘lost’ – the soul of the unbelievers will be lost forever, not

annihilated.

Positively speaking, let’s remember that an innumerable number of people

will be saved in the end – through Christ alone. It will be similar to the

number of the sand on the seashore. Many will come from the four points

of the compass, to join the Jewish patriarchs in God’s Kingdom (Luke 13:

). I believe that in these last days many Jews and Gentiles will receive

Christ by faith.

5 Conclusion

As Easter draws near, surely the sober warnings of our subject today can be

faced. There on the cross, Jesus Christ was judged in the place of sinners. If

you are a sinner, and have not yet come to Christ, it means that Christ’s

sacrifice is sufficient for you. Turn to Him in repentance and faith.

God has every right to be angry, and He has vented His anger on His Son,

until the price had been paid. Then His anger was turned away, so that we

might be drawn by love to God the Father and the Son. Our Lord’s death

was a pleasing sacrifice to the Father, so that His righteous anger was turned

away. Salvation is a free gift by faith in Jesus and His cross.

All who have read this short paper, or who have attended the Seminar, have

no excuse except to believe in the One who loved us, and gave Himself for

us. Lots of questions could be asked which turn out to be red herrings. We
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don’t know all the answers – but we do know the answer to our own sin –

forgiveness through faith in the innocent Lord Jesus Christ.

Glyn Williams

Preaching Plan
Morning Evening

April 6 Martin Sellens Glyn Williams

13 Glyn Williams David Wood

20 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams

27 John Harris John Harris

May 4 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams

Outside Appointments
Do pray for our men as they minister outside the church in the coming

month:

Pastor Glyn Williams 

Mon 14 7pm Leeds City Mission Committee

Sun 27 am Thorpe Edge Evangelical church

Tue 29 7.30pm One of three Bible Studies in consecutive weeks

(6 & 13th May) at Hambleton Evangelical Church

Jonathan Chell

Sun 13 April am/pm Hope Evangelical Church, London

Sun 4 May am Bethel Free Church, Armley

Thoughts for the Month
“If we want to know God and to be blessed of God, we must start by

worshipping Him”

D Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him and we are

most satisfied in Him in worship”

John Piper
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DIARY
April

Fri 4 7.45pm Elder/Deacons Meeting at 87 Tinshill Road

Tue 8 7.30pm Ladies’ Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive

Thu 10 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Javed Bhatti

7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study

Speaker: Javed Bhatti (Dewsbury)

Sat 12 7pm Leeds City Mission Spring Praise at Bethel, Armley

Speaker: Peter Murray

Sun 13 12.30pm Fellowship Lunch (after morning service)

Tue 15 7.45pm Men’s Fellowship Speaker: Jonathan Chell

Wed 16 7.30pm Followers’ Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thu 17 10-12am Asda chaplaincy

7.45pm Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Speaker: Jonathan Chell

Fri 18 7.45pm Missionary Prayer Group at 1 Tinshill Mount

Tue 22 7.30pm Ladies’ Prayer Group

Thu 24 2pm Thursday at Two

Speaker: John Hurd (Bethel, Armley)

Deadline for items for May edition of magazine

Sat 26 7.30pm Spring Supper Speaker: Daniel Grimwade (Thornhill)

Wed 30 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

May

Thu 1 am/pm Church used as Polling Station for local elections

Fri 2 4-6pm Asda chaplaincy

Advance Notice

The AGM of the church will take place on Friday 9th May commencing at

7.45pm – all welcome to attend.
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ROTAS
Week ending Cleaning

April 5 Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers Christine Crossley

12 Margaret Williams Lai San Hamilton Alex Hamilton

19 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh

26 Ruth Holder Ann Mountain Yvonne Chell

May 3 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams

For Sunday Flowers

April 6 Mavis Mathers 13 Deborah Williams

20 Anne Sellens 27 Ruth Holder

May 4 Margaret Green

Library

Morning Evening

April 6 Yvonne Chell Anthony/Rosemary Hilton

13 Angela Mathers Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard

20 Christine Crossley Jack/Ruth Rozday

27 Paul Crossley Mavis Mathers

May 4 Anthony/Rosemary Hilton Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard
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Diary of Services and Activities
Sunday Prayer Meeting 8.00am

Morning Worship* 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Evening Worship 6.30pm

Holy Communion follows the first morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised crèche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age) .

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly) .

Ladies’ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) .

venue as announced
Men’s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) .

Wednesday Tots’ Club (term-time) . - .

Followers’ Prayer Group (fortnightly) .

at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens – fortnightly) .

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study .

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11) .

Missionary Prayer Group (monthly) .

at 1 Tinshill Mount

TINSHILL FREE CHURCH
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website: http://www.TinshillFreeChurch.org.uk/
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Mr Glyn Williams, 87 Tinshill Road, Leeds    ₍ ₎
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Mr Jonathan Chell, 34 Kirkwood Close, Leeds    ₍ ₎

Mr Graham Leng, 383 Otley Old Road, Leeds    ₍ ₎
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