
Diary of Services and Activities
Sunday Prayer Meeting 8.00am

Morning Worship* 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Evening Worship 6.30pm

Holy Communion follows the žrst morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised crèche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age) 7.30pm

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly) 10.15am
Ladies‘ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 7.30pm

venue as announced
Men‘s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.45pm

WednesdayTots‘ Club (term-time) 1.30 - 3.00pm
Followers‘ Prayer Group (fortnightly) 7.30pm

at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens — fortnightly) 2.00pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11) 6.00pm
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at 1 Tinshill Mount
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Pastoral Letter ˜ March 2008

A Day Determined by God
Isn‘t it about time that Good Friday, when we celebrate the death of Jesus
our Saviour, should be a žxed date in the calendar, like Christmas is? This
should be so, not because we can claim that the actual date of His death
coincides with our chosen date, but because we can praise God as we
remember that He chose a certain date — it was not determined by His
enemies who actually put Him to death.

It so happens that Good Friday this year is on March 21st, one day later
than the earliest possible date, which next comes in the year 2285, and
hopefully the Lord will come the second time before then!

On the day of the crucižxion, who was in charge? God or man? If the
answer is •man‘, then people will be tempted (as now) to enter the
controversy of the •blame game‘ — who put our Lord to death? Will the
answer be the Jewish leaders, or the mob who cried ”crucify Him•, or
perhaps we can blame the Romans, or Judas who betrayed Him? Even today
people take o› ence at whatever the answer, when in fact God Himself put
our Lord to death — it had to be, for our salvation by faith in Christ.

Look at the foolish plots of men, which God could have frustrated at any
time. The high priest of Israel Caiaphas determined in his heart to have our
Lord killed ”‡it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people,
and not that the whole nation perish• (John 11: 50). Caiaphas meant that if
Jesus was allowed to draw crowds to follow Him, the Romans would step in
to threaten the very existence of Israel, so He must be killed. Even in this
statement Caiaphas unwittingly prophesied that our Lord would indeed die
for a nation, namely all those who repent and put their trust in Jesus. The
chief priests actually plotted to kill Lazarus also, since he was the latest living
proof that our Lord could bring people back from the dead, and many were
following Christ because of this event.
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ROTAS
Week ending Cleaning
March 1 Margaret Williams Lai San HamiltonAlex Hamilton

8 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh
15 Ruth Holder Ann Mountain Yvonne Chell
22 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams
29 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Rosemary Hilton

April 5 Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers Christine Crossley

For Sunday Flowers
March 2 Lai San Hamilton 9 Ruth Barugh

16 Yvonne Chell 23 Kathryn Hibbard
30 Rosemary Hilton April 6 Mavis Mathers

Library
Morning Evening

March 2 Anthony/Rosemary Hilton Paul Crossley
9 Yvonne Chell Angela Mathers

16 Christine Crossley Jack/Ruth Rozday
23 Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard Christine Crossley
30 Angela Mathers Mavis Mathers

April 6 Yvonne Chell Anthony/Rosemary Hilton
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www.TinshillFreeChurch.org.uk
is the new church website address - if you have access to the internet
please have a look and let us know what you think.



Sun 16 am/pm Whitby Evangelical

Fri 28 7pm Wakeželd Trustees Meeting

Tue 1 12.30pm Leeds Reformed Baptist Church Oasis Meeting

Jonathan Chell
Sun 16 am/pm South Craven Evangelical Church

Sun 30 am/pm North Preston

DIARY
March
Sun 2 8.15pm Elder/Deacons meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Mon 3 7.45pm Evangelism Group at 39 Kelmscott Avenue, Leeds 15

Wed 5 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Fri 7 evening North of England Church Oœcers‘ Conference
Sat 8 am/pm at Mirželd

Tue 11 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive

Thu 13 1pm Thursday at Two Lunchtime Special
Speaker: Graham Heaps

7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Speaker: Alan Brearley

Fri 14 7.45pm Financial Planning Members Meeting

Tue 18 7.45pm Men‘s Fellowship

Wed 19 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

Fri 21 7.30pm Good Friday Service

Tue 25 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Thu 27 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Frank Burhouse

April
Fri 4 7.45pm Elder/Deacons Meeting at 87 Tinshill Road

The next edition of the church magazine (April) is due out for Sunday 6th.
All items and contributions to Martin Sellens by Sunday 30th March please.
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Then you might have thought that the date of our Lord‘s death was
e› ectively set by Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples (but not a true
one). For money he went to the chief priests o› ering to betray our Lord
with a kiss. He found the opportunity in the growing darkness of the night
when our Lord had been praying fervently in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Yet didn‘t God know all this in advance, and used the evil of Judas in His
purposes? On the one hand the event was prophesied in Psalm 41: 9 ”Even
my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up
his heel against Me•. On the other hand, Judas still was responsible for his
own evil actions, and our Lord knew that betrayal was coming — ”what you
do, do quickly• said our Lord to Judas (John 13: 27).

Whatever men did, God planned the date. It would happen at Passover, not
afterwards when the fuss from the Feast died down. It would happen when
Jesus could be revealed as ”our Passover sacrižced for us•
(1 Corinthians 5: 7). Our Lord gave four prophecies of His death and
resurrection in the gospel of Mark alone. In Matthew‘s gospel he gave a
specižc day of His own execution: ”You know that after two days is the
Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucižed•
(ch 26: 2). But in fact, our Lord actively yielded up His life to the evildoers,
and His spirit He yielded up to God.

What are we to make of all this? Surely we conclude that the day was
determined by God, and the purpose was determined by God, and it was
bound to be successful. There would be a nation, a family, over all the years
of time, scattered all over the world, who would have one factor in common
— faith in Christ alone. For them, the cross is bound to be successful in
saving from sin and giving everlasting life in Heaven.

Reader, are you in that great family? How gracious, loving and determined
He has been to save us!

With love at this special time of Easter.

Glyn Williams
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The Emmaus Road Remembered
”And behold, there went two of them that same day on the road to Emmaus.
And while they reasoned together, Jesus himself drew near and went with
them.• (Luke 24: 13-15)

Cleopas, do you remember that sad day
We walked together the darkened way?
All hope was gone, and joy was at an end
Bereft of our dear Lord and Friend.

Ah, yes, we talked of all the things
That sorrow to the memory brings
And wondered — how could it ever be
He let them nail Him to that cruel tree?

We groped our way with tear-dimmed eyes
Not knowing there was Hope — Surprise!
A gentle footfall coming on behind.
And then a Voice so žrm and kind.

”Why do you talk together and are sad?
What evil tidings have you had?•
”Oh, sir! have you not heard the news?
Of Jesus taken by the Jews?

Condemned to die a felon‘s death
And su› ering till His latest breath.
That lovely life was all in vain
And now, there‘s nothing left but pain.•

”Oh foolish ones! Did you not realise
Nor let things take you by surprise
That all that happened had to be
Ere men could from their bondage be set free.

3

Please pray for‡
Rae Benson who is in hospital (L.G.I. ward 36) following a fall and an
operation on a fractured femur. We send our love to Rae and pray for a
good recovery.

Please also pray for Frank Rand who is recovering slowly at home following
a recent fall.

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, Ÿowers and message of support
I have received during my illness.

It is very heartening to know that you have been praying for me and
Richard and I thank you for all your kindness.

With Christian love
Veronica Wright

PREACHING PLAN
Morning Evening

March 2 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
9 Jonathan Chell Glyn Williams

16 David Wood Martin Sellens
23 Glyn Williams Errol Hulse (Easter)
30 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams

April 6 Martin Sellens Glyn Williams

OUTSIDE APPOINTMENTS
Do remember our men as they minister elsewhere in the coming month as
follows:

Pastor Glyn Williams
Wed 5 2pm Wednesday at Two, Bethel, Armley

Mon 10 7pm Leeds City Mission Committee
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On September 22nd the church unanimously conžrmed their call to
Thomson Chung as their pastor, this was an answer to prayer as the church
had for years been without leadership.

The church also were able to buy a further room and this is now available
on weekdays to a group of high school and university students as a place to
study.

For the Lord‘s Day ministry the preaching has focused on major themes of
the Gospel.

The church ask for prayer for the preaching and teaching of God‘s Word —
that it will be blessed by conversions of visitors and neighbours in the
community.

We shared a Chinese New Year meal with the fellowship, reminded us of
our Tinshill lunches, but what a di› erent menu. Even the tea was green in
colour!

After a spectacular žreworks display in the fragrant harbour we said goodbye
to Hong Kong — only 5999 miles back to Tinshill!

Kenneth and Gloria Link.

Congratulations‡
To Alice Wilson who attends Thursday
at Two on reaching her 100th birthday
on 28th December 2007. Her daughter
and son-in-law came over from Canada
and two celebrations took place in
honour of the occasion.

The photo shows Glyn and Ruth with
Alice at the special co› ee morning which
was held for family and friends at
Oxenford Court on the birthday morning.

Many Happy Returns Alice!
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Remember what the prophets had to say
Showing how men could žnd the Heavenly way
In all the Scriptures God‘s Eternal Plan
Revealed in His great love for man.•

Yes, then He shared more precious things
Of all that God‘s Salvation brings.
Forgiveness, Healing, Joy and Peace
Eternal life that cannot ever cease.

And then we asked Him in to sup
We marvelled as He took the cup
And blessed the bread with nail scarred Hand
At last, our hearts could understand.

With joy, we hailed our Risen Lord and knelt,
and worshipped, and adored.
And then, He vanished from our sight
But nothing now could us a› right.

We knew He lives and never more can die
He reigns in Glory there on High.
And now the future holds no fear.
My heart is warm, for He is here!

Peggy Laycock 1910-2002
(mother of Brenda Norris)

Book Review

Our Hymn Writers and their Hymns
I wonder whether you have ever reŸected on how much we are indebted to
so many hymn writers, who with their great gifts, have given us the hymns,
which we so regularly sing? How easy it is to take for granted these rich
poetic compositions handed to us in these days of spiritual decline. Such
hymns, which are based upon the wonderful themes of the Christian faith,
point to the greatness of the person and work of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus
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Christ. These are hymns, which serve to minister to heart and mind,
enhance our worship and furnish our private meditations. What a rich
treasure we have in these hymns as they become embedded in our
memories, renewing our faith and raising our spiritual aspirations!

Who has more reason to sing than those who know the living God and the
joy of sins forgiven and the certainty of the life to come? May I therefore
commend to you Faith Cook‘s book — •Our Hymn-Writers and their
Hymns‘ (Evangelical Press, 396 pages, £14.95; isbn 97808523458562). What a
blessing this has been to me in my own reading — and I trust a real source of
spiritual good to all who will take up its narratives.

I am sure that anyone who has a love for our great heritage of hymns and
žnds spiritual enrichment from them will, by reading this book, be given a
fascinating insight into the historical and spiritual journeys, which lay
behind such poetic expressions of devotion. Faith Cook traces the
development of the English hymn from the early period of the Christian
Church up until our present century by means of biographical sketches of a
number of our best-known writers. In this way the individual personalities
and circumstances of the writers have been refreshingly demonstrated in
their compositions.

This enthralling journey, through the lives of hymn-writers and their
hymns, not only links the oft familiar verses penned with the particular
spiritual experience of the individual writer, but also places the hymns in
their historical context, creating a fresh understanding of those periods of
history that gave the people of God great cause to sing. Imperceptibly
almost, this thoroughly researched book establishes criteria for the making
of a good hymn — hymns, which uniquely combine developed expressions of
biblical truth with deep experiences of the living God — these being captured
in memorable lines of Christian poetry. As I read through these sketches,
vividly presented, I felt I had had the privilege of being in the company of
some remarkable servants of God. A quotation from the ageing James
Montgomery is therefore no surprise — •All my hymns embody some
portion of the joys and sorrows, the hopes and fears of this poor heart.‘

The žrst sketch takes us quickly from Ambrose to Watts with a quaint
5

University of Manchester) continues as an international centre of Biblical
Studies. There are other resources from science, literature and medicine and
the library now houses over 750,000 printed volumes and well over a
million manuscripts and archival items. It is open to the public and free to
visit. Do go and look for yourself if you get a chance or become a Reader
and delve into our precious history. It will encourage and inspire you. We
thank God for the Word of God which endures forever (1 Peter 1: 25) and
for people like John and Enriqueta Rylands who saw the importance of
preserving and making available our biblical heritage for future generations.

I have a souvenir guide of the library if you wish to borrow it.

Martin Sellens

Renewing Friendship
Leeds to Heathrow — Ÿight time 40 minutes. Gatwick to Hong Kong.—
Ÿight time 11 hours 30 minutes. So began visit number 6 to Hong Kong.
This visit was a holiday but we did have an invitation to attend the Grace
Reformed Evangelical Church, Hong Kong. At the adult Sunday School, a
meeting attended by the 14 members of the church along with family and
friends, I had the opportunity to share of the work at Trinity Church on
Malta.

We received a warm welcome
from the elder Joseph Chan
who introduced us to Pastor
Chung. In his quarterly
prayer letter he wrote ”Safe
arrival of the Chung family in
Hong Kong. After
experiencing several disappointments in their e› orts to sell their house in
New Jersey over the last year, the Chungs sold their house in July 2007 and
the family relocated in Hong Kong on 31st July. The family has adjusted
well. Living in rented apartment (25th Ÿoor) just a ten minute walk to the
church•.
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small papyrus fragments discovered in
Egyptian mummy wrapping of Deuteronomy
23-28 dated from the 2nd century bc and are
probably the oldest surviving example of this
type of writing. It is believed that Hebrew
scripture was žrst translated into Greek
around 300-200bc.

The Bible collection at the library is one of
the most comprehensive in the uk and
demonstrates the development of the
medieval Latin Bible (the Vulgate) through to
the King James Version and the modern
translations in use today. The library holds a
number of early copies of The Wycli› e Bible

in English produced by John Wycli› e, a Yorkshireman who lived between
1320-1384. Mrs Rylands was particularly concerned to acquire the žrst
translation of Bibles into native tongues — altogether over 400 languages and
dialects are represented in the library‘s collection of Biblical texts (including
a Coptic version — Egyptian language based on Greek alphabet on display
from about 800ad). Included among the documents is a printing of the
document traditionally considered to have launched the Reformation,
Martin Luther‘s 95 theses condemning the sale of indulgencies.

On the second Ÿoor of the library is the hugely impressive and magnižcent
Reading Room — around the outer edge of the gallery are stone statues of
leading žgures from religion, literature, science and painting, sculpted by
Robert Bridgeman of Lichželd. Here I noted the great men of faith of past
centuries who preached the Gospel, stood for the truth and are so precious
to us — Bunyan, Luther, Newton, Wycli› e, Tyndall, Calvin and Wesley
amongst them. It was thrilling to see! The west window in stained glass
featured Moses, Isaiah and Christian žgures from biblical to early modern
times. What a gem this library is to our Christian heritage and history.

Whilst the collection has been added to over the years the original vision of
Enriqueta Rylands remains intact and the library (now joined with the
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reference to Watts‘s žrst poetic attempts at the age of six. With his
subsequent deep understanding of theology and rich experience of God,
Watts matured to unrivalled excellence in such lines as —

•Then shall I see Thy lovely face with strong immortal eyes,
and feast upon Thy unknown grace with pleasure and surprise.‘

A cursory glance at the contents page promises to give the reader much to
savour, with Doddridge, Wesley, Williams, Hart, Toplady, Newton,
Cowper and many others, including recent writers, Timothy Dudley Smith,
Vernon Higham, Graham Kendrick and Stuart Townend being in the line-
up. The text is replete with carefully chosen examples and includes some
analysis of poetic style, metres and rhyming schemes, demonstrating that
good hymn writing is no easy task!

If you‘ve ever wondered why Charles Wesley‘s hymns are so characterised
by enduring greatness — well here it is: Wesley develops a theme throughout
each hymn, bringing it to a triumphant conclusion in the žnal verse — thus
enriching both heart and mind. A hymn such as •Love divine, all loves
excelling‘ begins by describing love and develops the theme — that love may
enter •every trembling heart‘; then he žnishes on a sustained crescendo of
adoration and desire for the day when we will love him perfectly:

Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Another example in the book cites William Williams — the sweet singer of
Wales. When Howell Harris raised the need for a poet in Wales to set the
truths of the gospel into song in the mid eighteenth century revival,
Williams responded with inspired compositions, publishing his žrst
hymnbook in 1744. His hymns •are packed with theology and experience‘
(D M Lloyd-Jones). Many verses •came‘ to him in the dead of night when,
in the early hours he would cry out, •O bring light, my vessel is running
over!‘ Then he would write down in his native Welsh, the words racing
through his brain:
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Jesus, Jesus all-suœcient,
Beyond telling is Thy worth;
In Thy name lie greater treasures
Than the richest found on earth.
Such abundance
Is my portion with my God.

Augustus Toplady — •that sinner so signally loved‘ — after his search for
forgiveness, had such a deep sense of assurance that he penned such hymns
as •A debtor to mercy alone.‘ He writes with all the weight and seriousness
of the anapaestic metre the memorable lines:

My name from the palms of His hands eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains, in marks of indelible grace;
Yes, I to the end shall endure, as sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure, the glorižed spirits in heaven.

There are many footnotes throughout the text and an excellent bibliography
to give direction for further study. Whether new to this želd or well versed
in the subject, you will žnd this a delightful book full of many stimulating
stories and experiences that shaped English hymnology. The sixteen
chapters, combining biography and verse, can be dipped into at any time,
and will undoubtedly prove to be spiritually uplifting.

Roger Norris

Second Tuesday ˜ 12th February 2008

Foundations under Fire — Resurrection
(Jesus the Firstfruits)

These are brief notes as a basis for the Second Tuesday seminar

1 Introduction
The Apostles‘ Creed states ”I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic
(ie. universal) church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen•. In that famous,
terse and glorious way, the truths of our benežts in Christ are expressed.
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The John Rylands Library
On 22nd February I was able to visit the John Rylands library on Deansgate
in Manchester for the žrst time. Some weeks earlier I had seen a short item
on regional tv  which featured its reopening after refurbishment and the
adding of a new extension and I had been wanting to visit since then.

There is much to see and much of interest. The building itself is a gem — a
Grade I listed building in the heart of Manchester — the work of Basil
Champneys, built over a 10 year period and opened to the public on 1st
January 1900. The library has been
acclaimed as the best example of neo-
Gothic architecture in Europe and is
indisputably one of the žnest libraries in
the world. It is extremely impressive
and the craftsmanship and materials
used in building it of the highest
quality. The woodwork, staircases,
ceilings and carvings are breathtaking.

As well as the building the contents are very exciting. Here we have a library
built by Enriqueta Rylands in memory of her husband John Rylands from
the proceeds of his estate. John Rylands was born in 1801 and was perhaps
Manchester‘s most successful cotton magnate and a wealthy philanthropist.
He was also a devout Christian — a non-conformist — with his wife and she
set about creating the library as a resource for the training of non-
conformist ministers and an international centre for biblical studies.

The most famous exhibit is the Rylands St John fragment and there in a
fairly dark room on the žrst Ÿoor, highlighted in a central glass case, is a
small jagged fragment of Greek papyrus no more than 3 inches by 4 inches
but containing on both sides what is believed to be the oldest and earliest
dated piece of the New Testament in existence (dated at 125ad). Here is a
small portion of John 18 v31-33 (the trial of Christ before Pilate) and on the
other side John 18 v37-38 with the words ”for this reason I have been
born‡ that I shall testify of the truth•. Close by in another glass case are
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the words of Jesus from John 6: 48-51, •I
am the bread of life‘. It was amazing to
think that Jesus spoke those words right
where we were sitting. Next to the ruins
of the synagogue were ruins of a small
village; small houses with stairs leading
up to the second Ÿoor and narrow streets.
Close by are said to be the ruins of
Peter‘s house which was bigger than most
to accommodate the early church. A

recent church built over Peter‘s house is in the shape of a boat.

After a delicious lunch at the Convent of the Beatitudes, which included a
whole žsh, we walked to the nearby Church of the Beatitudes. Built in 1982,
it is octagonal in shape, illustrating the eight beatitudes. The church is
surrounded by beautiful gardens with magnižcent views over the Sea of
Galilee.

Our next stop was Tabgha and the
Church of the Multiplication. As its
name implies, this church
commemorates the miracle of Jesus when
He multiplied the žve loaves and two
žshes into a feast for thousands. On the
Ÿoor at the front of the church is a
beautiful mosaic of the loaves and žshes.
After a brief stop to see the River Jordan
we returned to the hotel.

So ends the account of our very special
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. As I type
this up nine months later it is still as vivid and real in my mind as it was at
the time. God willing we will be returning again one day.

Paul and Christine Crossley
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Church of the Beatitudes

Mosaic of the loaves and žshes
in the Church of the Multiplication

at Tabgha

”The resurrection of the body• refers to us as ordinary people, whereas the
unique Resurrection of Christ‘s body is expressed earlier in the Creed as
”the third day He rose from the dead•. This is orthodox Christian doctrine,
and yet in recent decades it has been questioned or re-interpreted by
•church‘ people. For example, it has been claimed that resurrection means
that Christ has been lifted up in some spiritual sense, not physical sense.
This in turn is due to the question marks some people have placed over the
authority of Scripture. As late as 2001, a denomination‘s Conference Report
”A lamp to my feet and a light to my path• — a title which ought to speak
for itself — ”identižed a range of views among contemporary members about
the bible‘s authority•. That authority, of course, should be asserted by the
leadership. The same goes for every Protestant denomination.

Why does the physical resurrection of the body matter? Because ”if Christ is
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!• (1 Corinthians 15:
17). It would mean that our Lord Jesus has not got the victory over the
grave, judgment and Hell on our behalf, to put right the wrong of sin. It is
as important as that.

2 Resurrection
Resurrection means rising from the dead, never to die again. It does not
include those whom our Lord Himself brought back to life by a miracle,
because they would die again. It does not include those who arose from the
grave during the Crucižxion of our Lord and were seen walking about in
Jerusalem, because they too died again in their normal bodies. Our Lord
Jesus Christ had to be the žrst who experienced the resurrection (see 3).
Elijah was not resurrected, because he passed into Heaven without dying.
Moses was not resurrected, even though he was given an appearance on the
Mount of Transžguration — his body still lies in the ground.

Central to real resurrection, of Christ and Christians, is a body which has
lost the e› ects of sin (ie. illness and death), and which is žt for living in
Heaven. It surpasses the abilities of this body; does not need physical food
and drink; and does not develop in age. That anti-wrinkle cream will no
longer be necessary! When the Lord Jesus Christ comes again ”He will
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious Body,
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according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to
Himself• (Philippians 3: 21).

Potential problems come thick and fast with questions like:- — What about
those who have been cremated? — What about those whose remains are
literally dust now? — What about those who have given, or received, organs
in surgery?

In answer to all of these, God has to be seen in all His Creative power. He
does not need to use our old body to create the new one, but He does. We
will be recognisable, and rejoined with our spirit which Christ will bring
with Him. Alternatively, if we are in the generation of those who are alive
when He comes ”we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed•
(1 Corinthians 15: 51). (This text was once cleverly placed on the door of a
creche at New Tribes Mission!).

Nor does God need to use the whole of our body to create the new one —
this body is only a seed which is planted to produce the glorious Ÿower of
the new body. At our Lord‘s Resurrection, His body fully escaped the tomb,
and it is a reasonable assumption that the whole of it became the new body
of Christ. Not only did His body •not see corruption‘, but the total absence
of His body on the Resurrection morning proved to His disciples that He
was indeed risen, though they took some persuading.

Our Lord was able to eat žsh and bread; talk to His disciples; walk on the
Emmaus Road; bear the authority He had before; have His recognisable
voice and appearance, although this was hidden sometimes; but also He had
the ability to move from our 3-dimentional space (rather than, I believe
walk through doors). He could be handled by Mary Magdalene and by
Thomas, yet disappear at will from the scene.

3 Jesus the Firstfruits
•Firstfruits‘ is a very important aspect of this subject. It means that our Lord
Jesus was the žrst to go through the experience, followed by all who are
saved through His Name at the General Resurrection. But •žrstfruits‘ also
means a part of something which must follow, and here we have room for
assurance and rejoicing, because it means that the Resurrection of Christ
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the National anthem played so we all
stood up and joined in. As we calmly
sailed along it was diœcult to imagine the
storm described in Mark 4: 35-41. After a
while the boat‘s engine was stopped and
we sang Dear Lord and Father of
mankind, and Linda read John 21: 1-6,
the account of the disciples‘ fruitless
žshing trip until they obeyed Jesus when
they caught many, a reminder for us to
always obey and trust in Jesus.

After 45 minutes we left the boat and
after a 10 minute drive we arrived at the
Church of the Primacy of St Peter. But
before looking in the church we
participated in communion in the
grounds near the church with the sea in
the background. Stephen preached from
John 21: 15-19, where Jesus asks Peter
three times if he loves Him and
commissions him to feed His sheep,
reminding us that God has a job for each

one of us to do. The church rests on the remains of a 4th century church
and has beautiful stained glass windows. It is perched on a rock jutting into
the lake, and part of the rock forms the
sanctuary. We walked to the beach and
enjoyed a paddle in the Sea of Galilee.

We then drove to Capernaum, now
uninhabited, being one of the three
places Jesus cursed. But there are still
plenty of ruins to explore and enjoy,
among them, those of the original
synagogue, where Jesus did most of His
preaching and teaching. Here Samer read
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The Jesus boat
on the Sea of Galilee

The Church of
the Primacy of St Peter

Ruins at Capernaum



grew up and spent thirty obscure years as
a builder‘s apprentice‘. The Church of
the Annunciation with its gigantic dome,
completed in 1969, dominates the small
town.

The walls of the church are adorned with
many pictures of Mary with Jesus from
countries around the world. Up some
stairs, lit by modern stained glass, is the
meeting place of the Greek Catholic

Church. Below the main building is a synagogue, and here Samer, our
guide, read to us Luke 4: 16-20, the account of Jesus reading the scriptures
in the synagogue. It is believed that this is the site of the original synagogue
of Jesus‘ time. But there are no original stones, and the only clue is that it is
in the centre of the town.

After a delicious lunch at St Margaret‘s hostel we travelled on to Cana. We
walked through the main body of the simple church and down some steps
to a small chapel where a large Roman jar is displayed, reminding us of
Jesus‘ žrst miracle, the changing of the water into wine at the marriage feast.
Two members of our party were engaged
to be married and were looking forward
to their wedding later in the year,
Appropriately, Liz changed into a white
dress and, with her hair adorned with
Ÿowers from the garden at St Margaret‘s,
she and Greg stood at the front of the
chapel and Stephen prayed for them and
their forthcoming wedding. What a
special moment, and also to be present at
their marriage in September.

Wednesday 23rd May
At 8.15am we embarked on a boat at the landing stage near the hotel, a boat
typical of Jesus‘ time. Soon after we‘d set o›  the Union Ÿag was hoisted and
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essentially leads to our resurrection, and is almost part of it — the Elect Holy
One with His elect people.

The žrst mention of •žrstfruits‘ in the bible has to do with the žrst part of
produce given to God, much like we would give the žrst part of our income
to God‘s work at church and overseas. Exodus 23: 16 tells us that God‘s
people were to ”Keep the Feast of Harvest, the žrstfruits of your labours
which you have sown in the želd• This idea moves on to animal sacrižces,
where the žrst of the animals without blemish must be sacrižced to God for
various types of o› ering. This itself points forward to the sacrižce of our
Lord on the Cross as a payment for our sins. But in the New Testament, the
term žrstfruits has an even wider application. Take, for example, the work
of the Holy Spirit:- ”We have the žrstfruits of the Spirit• — Romans 8: 23.
”God has given us the Spirit as a guarantee• (or down payment) —
2 Corinthians 5: 5. What we have is the žrst blessing of God the Holy Spirit
in this life — the žrstfruits — and a lot more of Him to come in Glory! That
is the promise to all Christians, not just to those who are already claiming
more of the Holy Spirit today, than their brothers and sisters in Christ. It
illustrates the point that the •žrstfruits‘ is the žrst part of what must come
later — and so with the Resurrection of our Lord. The Christian‘s
resurrection must come later, and all to the glory of God.

Converts to Christ are also called •žrstfruits‘ in the book of Acts, with the
idea of a lot more to come! So in Romans 16: 5 Epaenetus is the ”žrstfruits
of Achaia to Christ•.

4 The •dead in Christ‘ now
We cannot stress the resurrection too much, but we might neglect the
position of those who have already gone to be with the Lord. At a funeral,
we hear: ”seeing that it has pleased Almighty God to take the soul of our
dear sister/brother to Himself, we commit her/his body to the ground, in
the sure and certain hope of the Resurrection in Christ Jesus our Lord•. We
might forget that that person is already •with the Lord‘ as far as the soul is
concerned, in a living relationship with Christ — ”to be with the Lord, which
is far better• (Philippians 1: 23). Such a person •sees‘ the Lord face to face;
enjoys fellowship with ”all the saints who from their labours rest•, and yet
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is incomplete without his/her new and glorious body. He/she is free from all
tears, sin, judgment as a soul redeemed by Christ; he/she has a life of bliss,
awaiting the resurrection.

Conclusion
The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is a foundation of our faith —
indeed together with the cross of Christ and its meaning for us, it is the
foundation of our faith. Never listen to anything which •waters it down‘. It
is part of God‘s plan for the true church worldwide, and covering all
centuries, with Christ as its Head.

The Apostles themselves were all witnesses of this literal resurrection of
Christ, and their authority rested on it. Paul was one born •out of time‘ but
was a witness to Christ‘s resurrection and exaltation when our Lord
appeared to him on the road to Damascus.

Perhaps we need the spiritual challenge to know the ”power of His
resurrection• (Philippians 3: 10) in our own lives. This is not the dramatic
power of signs and miracles, but the quality of life seen by others as we go
through the diœculties and opposition of the Christian life, and the peace
and joy seen by others despite the circumstances which might prevail.

The •resurrection‘ of our soul has already taken place at conversion, for Jesus
is ”the resurrection and the life•. The resurrected soul can already never die.
But the body is yet to go through that experience. ”‡that I may know Him
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His su› erings, being
conformed to His death if, by any means, I may attain (arrive at) the
resurrection from the dead• (Philippians 3: 10-11).

Glyn Williams

Preparing for the Future
”The house martins are busy, climbing and diving, weaving this way and
that. Catching all the insects they can, taking them to their nests under the
eaves of churches and barns etc, feeding their young and themselves. Their
one purpose is to build up their own strength and that of their young for
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the day of migration, directed by that wonderful instinct given them by an
all-wise Creator. They are preparing for the future, ready for the moment
when they will leave for another habitation.

Jeremiah speaks of bird migration in chapter 8: 7 and we žnd a lesson here
for all of us. We can get so involved with the present, its pains and
pleasures, its delights and diœculties, that we can so easily forget that there
is a future for which we must be prepared.

The prophet Amos called on the people to be prepared to meet their God
(Amos 4: 12). Hebrews 9: 27 reminds us what awaits us after death. Paul
tells us that he was ready for the future and states that what awaited him can
be ours too if we do as he did (2 Timothy 4: 6-8).•

Printed with kind permission of Anchor Magazine

(Our gardens are showing us that nature thinks Spring is very early this year.
The article above might be well illustrated before very long).

Holy Land May 15th — 24th 2007
Tuesday 22nd May
Our žrst stop today was Mount Tabor. It was
impossible for the coach to manoeuvre the hair-
pin bends so instead we had to travel to the top
in taxis, each seating eight passengers. It was a bit
scary to say the least, but worth it for the fantastic
views. At the top is the Church of the
Transžguration. Two chapels near the entrance
of the church honour the memory of Moses (the
law) and Elijah (the prophets).

We then travelled to Nazareth, of which H J
Richards writes, •Noisy and dusty with traœc, it
wears a shabby and neglected air, in spite of
ostentation of some of its religious monuments.
Yet it remains precious to the Christian pilgrims as the town where Jesus
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