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Pastoral Letter ˜ November 2007

Penny for the Guy
Some years ago it was a common sight in English streets, just before bonžre
night, for youngsters to stand beside home-made models of Guy Fawkes
demanding ”A Penny for the Guy•. The guy typically would wear a home
made beard and a tall black hat, resembling the pictures of Guy Fawkes
passed down over the centuries, and would often be taken in a push-chair
down the streets. He would then be placed on top of a bonžre on the night.
My sister showed her resourcefulness by pushing her younger brother — me!
— down the street as the guy, mu• ed up in scarf and hat. Fortunately I was
not put on the bonžre!

It is a strange thing that the country celebrates the avoidance of blowing up
the Houses of Parliament by blowing up žreworks. The author Richmal
Crompton picked up on this in one of her ”Just William• books. One of
William‘s friends asked him ”Why d‘we celebrate that he didn‘t blow
somežn‘ up, by blowin‘ things up?• William thought for a moment and
replied ”maybe people were just let down that they never got to see it, I
mean, the Houses of Parliament blowin‘up into the air like that• — (Out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings!).

As far as bonžres themselves are concerned, it is an interesting fact that they
spread like beacons across the countryside of England within 24 hours of the
announcement that the gunpowder plot had failed. They spread ”like
wildžre• as we say, reminding us of the devastating žres in California
recently. Guy Fawkes himself was not set alight on a bonžre, nor did he go
to •the stake‘ as we call it, but nevertheless he came to a very sticky end.

One person who did •go to the stake‘ — ie su› er execution by burning — was
Hugh Latimer, a famous gospel preacher who had the privilege of preaching
to the boy-King Edward vi. But when Mary came to the throne, he was
arrested, tried for heresy, and burned with his friend Nicholas Ridley. His
famous last words were ”Be of good cheer, Master Ridley, and play the man,
for we shall this day light such a candle in England as I trust by God‘s grace
shall never be put out•. The truth of that statement continues to this day.
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Sometimes, the light of the gospel of Salvation through faith in Jesus Christ
spreads like a Ÿame through a nation, as it did during the eighteenth
century evangelical Revival in England. Even now the gospel cannot be
quenched, despite the fact that laws of •political correctness‘ have brought
the current clash between the laws of the land and the laws of God. Indeed,
the increasing diœculties will give the true gospel a public prožle which it
has not had since the Billy Graham crusades.

Christians must •play the man‘ courageously, even if it does not come to
burning by žre. May God grant that He use us to spread the Ÿames of the
gospel by word and life in the place where He has put us.

With the love of Christ
Glyn Williams

A Song, a Smile and a Special
On Monday 22nd October we had a mid-term day time Followers Special
when we went by cars to Ilkley, then after lunch on to Bolton Abbey. It was
cool and crisp with no rain and again we were very thankful to the Lord for
good weather. We climbed up to Ilkley Tarn which is hidden away in the
lower slopes of the moors and which was still and lovely bordered by
autumn colour. Noisy ducks and even noisier Followers broke the peace for
a little while, but we almost had the Tarn to ourselves anyway! After
spending some time there, we walked back down into Ilkley town for a time
in the centre, buying lunch and seeing the river. After lunch we went on to
Bolton Abbey (Pavilion end)
and set o›  for a walk in the
woods leading on to the
Strid.

It was whilst walking through
the woods that the song and
the smile come into play. We
had followed the path by the
river for quite a way when
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Margaret asked the girls, most of whom were managing to walk in a line,
arms linked, whether they knew a certain hymn and tune. Someone
hummed it and someone else joined in with some harmony. This developed
as another, then another joined in. The words of •The Lord‘s my Shepherd‘
with its sweet harmony could be clearly heard as we wandered up the path
through the woods — the girls sang it several times as they perfected the
harmony. As we either met people coming in the opposite direction, or
overtook slower walkers, one thing we noticed was the smiles that came
naturally to people‘s faces as they observed the girls and listened. Then we
became aware that a man‘s voice was humming the tune as the girls sang
and we soon found we had an older gentleman smiling and singing with us.
He asked if we knew the second verse and drew his wife into the circle by
asking her if she could remember. Martin got into conversation with him
for some time and we found out he was a retired evangelical vicar. He
seemed keen evangelistically and was very encouraged to hear of our up and
coming outreach events. The unashamed singing of gospel truths had added
happiness to the day and given encouragement. It will have provoked some
thought as the lilting sound will have made its mark and been remembered
by some who watched and listened to young people who were prepared to

sing of the Saviour. It also
gave Margaret an idea for
Christmas! so it was a
prožtable walk in more
ways than one.

On the return to the
Pavilion we visited the
shop and the Followers
discovered bottles of
bubbles which gave rise to
more smiles and laughter.

Thank you again to those who pray regularly for us in Followers.

Martin Sellens/Margaret Williams
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A Child‘s Hymn
by Charles Dickens

Hear my prayer, O heavenly Father,
Ere I lay me down to sleep;
Bid Thy angels, pure and holy,
Round my bed their vigil keep.

My sins are heavy, but Thy mercy
Far outweighs them, every one;
Down before Thy cross I cast them,
Trusting in Thy help alone.

Keep me through this night of peril
Underneath its boundless shade;
Take me to Thy rest, I pray Thee,
When my pilgrimage is made.

None shall measure out Thy patience
By the span of human thought;
None shall bound the tender mercies
Which Thy Holy Son has bought.

Pardon all my past transgressions,
Give me strength for days to come;
Guide and guard me with Thy blessing
Till Thy angels bid me home.

Submitted by Christine Blayney
(from The Magazine of the West Norfolk Methodist

Circuit)
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Thought for the Month
No life is more secure than a life surrendered to God



Fellowship News
We rejoice in the safe arrival of Hannah Margaret Chell on Thursday 25th
October. Hannah weighed 6lbs 10oz at birth and both Yvonne and Hannah
have come home as we prepare this magazine. We send our heartiest
congratulations to Jonathan and Yvonne and trust Hannah will be a real
blessing to them personally and to the church family. We look forward to
welcoming Hannah as the newest addition to the church family.

Continue to pray for Margaret Green in hospital as she recovers from a
second operation carried out on Friday October 26th, and for Alan and the
family at this anxious time.

Missions News
On 24th November at 2pm is the opening of the New Hope Building at
South Leeds Church of the Nazarene on Hunslet Hall Road. They have
such a worthwhile ministry of compassion enabling freedom from addiction
and drug abuse. Despite having quite a small congregation the Lord has
now largely provided all but £4,000 of the £130,000 for the building project
which will give them much needed space for aspects of the work and
church. They have su› ered three break-ins during the building work with
the loss of electronic equipment, and give thanks that as a result of the
break-ins they will have brand new computers! Gordon Chell has recently
given up his full time position at New Hope to semi-retire and spend time
with his grandchildren. Continue to pray for the team, including Gordon
and Sue Chell, and the ongoing work at New Hope.

A recent e-mail from Jack and Isa Douglas tells us that they are trying to
plan a trip to Papua New Guinea to see the Pawaians in Feb/March 2008 —
there is a lot of planning to do but they do want to do some teaching and
encouraging the believers in the Word — Jack is hoping to prepare some
more teaching lessons on Hebrews for them before they go back. To date
they have had no news from the Pawaians. They do ask for prayer for all the
plans and arrangements which have to be made.
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Double Harvest Thankyou
Although it is lovely to receive a gift, there is great joy in giving gifts,
especially when the recipients are much less privileged than we are. As a
church, we can have much joy at two recent gifts which we have been able
to give together.

We have just come
through the season of
Harvest which is the time
of year when the church is
full of rich colour, lovely
fresh smells, and has tables
generously laden with ”all
good gifts•. Our bringing
of so much that is
representative of the
variety of foods which
God has wonderfully
created for us is the heart
of our praise to Him for
such provision for us physically. The church resounded with Harvest praise
not only in our worship services, but in the well designed friezes which are
up on the wall — one in the entrance porch and one on the side wall in the
church. When the Harvest day was over St George‘s Crypt sta›  were very
grateful to receive such a large amount of fresh produce which would go
towards feeding many who are very needy in our city. The sta›  who were
on duty to receive the food commented that they remembered a consistently
generous amount coming each year from Tinshill. What a privilege to be
able to do this together. Thank you to all who contributed to our joint gift,
and to those who set up (and dismantled) the display so well.

The second thank you is one that we will only hear in our hearts. It comes
from those in Eastern Europe who will receive a shoe box full of Christmas
gifts. Because we followed a new system this year of each person shopping
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for a variety of di› erent things and žlling their own boxes, I thought maybe
it would be too diœcult to manage a large number of boxes. However, we
were delighted to be able to take 48 boxes over to Garforth ready to be
collected to make their way to Blythswood, Scotland, for literature to be
added, then o›  to E Europe. Two things encouraged us at Garforth as we
unloaded; žrstly, again it was commented that there is always a large
number of boxes that arrive from Tinshill, and secondly, we were asked if
we knew that in earlier years Rosty Belibov had received a shoe box when he
was young, living in Moldova. Every box is a treasure, so thank you again
for every one, and also to Ken Link for making and wrapping about two
thirds of the boxes ready for žlling. We pray that each box will make its
own contribution to a spiritual harvest of old and young coming to know
the love of God in Christ Jesus.

”He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in
his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to make all things abound toward you, that you, always having
all suœciency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work•.
(2 Corinthians 9: 6-8)

Margaret Williams
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Free in Christ
”Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do
not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage• (Galatians 5: 1).

I had to go to London for the day on 19th October for a business meeting
and so I found myself with a little bit of time before the train back to Leeds
in the afternoon. I walked through St James Park on a gloriously sunny
autumn afternoon, through Horse Guards Parade and turned right onto
Whitehall towards the familiar landmark of Big Ben. I risked life and limb
sprinting across several lanes of traœc to reach my destination — Parliament
Square. I wanted to see the recently erected statue of Nelson Mandela and

there he was on the edge of the Square, in
typical pose, having taken his place
amongst other great leaders including Sir
Winston Churchill.

I remember well being outside the Civic
Hall in Leeds when Nelson Mandela
came to accept the freedom of the city — a
plaque in Millennium Square celebrates
the event, on a day when hundreds of
people gathered to hear him speak and
catch a glimpse of him. Rolihlahla
Mandela was given the name Nelson by a
Methodist teacher at his Wesleyan
Mission school when he was 7, after
British Admiral Horatio Nelson, because
his native name was diœcult to
pronounce! Born of noble stock — his

great grandfather who died in 1832 was the King of the Thembu people, his
father died of tuberculosis when he was 9. Mandela is best known for his
leadership in the ANC, his long struggle against apartheid, and for the 27
years he spent in prison — 18 of them on Robben Island. Finally, following a
long international campaign for his release, he walked free on 11th February
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1990 — an event broadcast live all over the world. Working towards a
negotiated settlement and free and fair elections in South Africa, Mandela
was jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993 with President F.W.de
Klerk. Shortly afterwards Mandela himself was to become President of his
own country following the elections.

What an amazing transformation — from long term captivity to freedom and
the greater freedom of his people from the bondage to apartheid.

The transformation for the Christian is even greater — from bondage and
slavery to sin to liberty in Christ because the truth has ”made us free•. Let
us, as we see the inspiring example of others in the world, be aware of all
that we have received in the Lord Jesus, and let us live in the light of our
freedom as the Apostle Paul urges in his letter to the Galatians.

Martin Sellens

Holy Land
May 15th — 24th 2007

Saturday 19th May
Today we stayed in Jerusalem. Our
driver took us to Mount Zion, a hill
outside the south-west corner of the
Old City. Our žrst visit was to the
Church of the Dormition, built by the
German Benedictines around 1900, on
the site of a much older church.
Around the inside of the conical
shaped roof were paintings of various
women in the Bible, including Eve,
Ruth and Esther. Below the main
church is a synagogue, which had
separate prayer rooms for men and
women — here we heard Jews singing
as it was their Sabbath.
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From here we walked through Zion Gate into the Armenian Quarter of the
Old City. We passed the Cardo, the remains of a colonnaded street which
was Jerusalem‘s
main north-south
thoroughfare. It had
shops, a walkway
and a road for
chariots.

We passed into the
Jewish Quarter,
which only began in
1967 after the Six
Day War.
Altogether there are
50,000 people living
within the walls of
the Old City, 10,000 being Jews, and the largest proportion being Muslims.
We walked on to the Western Wall, but we could only view it from a
distance because of the Sabbath, and, for the same reason, the Dome of the
Rock and the El-Aqsa Mosque were not open to the public. The Western
Wall reveals the beauty of Herod‘s stones, some up to 23m. long. The area
in front of the wall provides an open-air synagogue where the devotions of
praying Jews mingle with the songs of the birds nesting in the timeworn
crevices. Paul wrote in his journal, •It was interesting to see how random the
worship and prayer seemed to be to my Western Christian eyes. Soldiers
and police with guns everywhere‘.

From here we walked on to the Muslim Quarter to see the Church of St
Anne, which was founded by the French White Fathers and still remains the
property of the French. On the way we witnessed two soldiers randomly
stop a young Palestinian man and ask him for his id. The young man
seemed unconcerned, but it made me think, •would I like to be stopped in
the street like that?‘ and •would they have stopped a young Jewish man?‘

The lovely Church of St Anne is one of the žnest buildings in Jerusalem. Its
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beautiful acoustics tend to make
pilgrims burst into song, and we
were no exception. But žrst we sat
and listened to a group of foreign
pilgrims sing their praise to God,
and then we sang ”Spirit of the
living God fall afresh on me•.

Nearby is the Pool of Bethesda,
spoken of in the story of the sick
man in John chapter 5. The man
had been ill for 38 years but Jesus
miraculously healed him. The vast
pool, 13m. deep, was dug in 200bc
to collect rainwater and form a
reservoir for the nearby Temple. It
was divided into two by a dike,
which may account for the •žve‘
porches mentioned in the gospel

story. Both the Byzantines and the Crusaders built a church over the pool.
The Crusader ruins still exist, and a stone staircase still gives access to the
water of which John‘s story speaks. Here we gathered together and spent
time praying for the sick.

We then visited the site of the Antonia Fortress where the Ecce Homo
convent is, which we had already visited, and the Franciscan Convent of the
Flagellation. On the ceiling of the Convent of the Flagellation is depicted a
crown of thorns with spatterings of blood around it.

After lunch we walked to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Now set in a
cramped part of the walled city, the site of the church lay outside the walls
of Jesus‘ day and there were certainly Jewish burials in the area. It is likely,
therefore, that it correctly preserves the location of the crucižxion and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The site dates back to the 4th century,
but that complex was totally destroyed by the Arabs in the 11th Century,
and much of the area it covered occupied by new buildings. When the
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Crusaders decided to rebuild in
the 12th century it was, therefore,
on only half the scale. It is
basically this Crusader building
which the visitor now sees.
However it has su› ered much
through the centuries from žres
and earthquakes and the bricking
up of collapsing arches tended to
turn it into a series of isolated
rooms. An Italian plan in the
1950s to tear down the whole
building was rejected, and in the
1960s suœcient agreement was
reached by the occupying
Christians to allow the Crusader
building to be restored, which
work still continues today. The
day we visited, the building was
crowded, but we did manage to žnd an empty chapel where we could be
quiet and meditate on what Christ had done for us and where my brother
Stephen read a very moving poem about Christ‘s su› erings.

Afterwards we walked through the busy streets of the Old City, through the
Damascus Gate and back to the hotel.

After a rest and a cup of tea, we left the hotel and wandered around the
streets near the hotel. After the evening meal we boarded our bus again and
went on a tour of Jerusalem by night. The views from the Mount of Olives
and Mount Scopus were wonderful with the many lights twinkling in the
distance.

We retired to bed with many memories of all that we had seen and heard
during the day, but particularly conscious of the great su› erings our Lord
had endured for us.

Paul and Christine Crossley
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Preaching Plan
Morning Evening

Nov 4 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
11 Jonathan Chell Glyn Williams
18 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
25 John Harris John Harris

Dec 2 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
9 Glyn Williams Martin Sellens

Outside Appointments
Do pray for our men as they minister outside the church in the next month.

Glyn Williams
Wed 7 7.30pm Phil May Court, Armley

Mon 12 7pm Leeds City Mission Committee

Tue 20 7.30pm Leeds Elders Fraternal

Sun 25 6.30pm Garforth Evangelical Church

Jonathan Chell
Sun 2 Dec Hope Church, East London

Diary
Fri 2 7.45pm Elder/Deacons meeting at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Mon 5 7pm Followers Bonžre Special at Roundhay Park

Tue 6 8pm Ladies Crafts for ChristmasSpeaker:Margaret Williams

Thu 8 1pm Thursday at Two Lunchtime Special
Speaker: Glyn Williams

Fri 9 7.45pm Members Monitoring Meeting

Tue 13 10.15am Second Tuesday
Subject: ”Keeping the faith when it‘s tough•

7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive

Wed 14 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk
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Thu 15 10am-12 Asda Chaplaincy

7.45pm Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Speaker: Jonathan Chell

Fri 16 7.45pm Missionary Prayer Group at 1 Tinshill Mount

Thu 22 2pm Thursday at Two 18th Anniversary
Speaker:Peter Murray

Sat 24 2pm Opening of New Hope Building at South Leeds
Church of Nazarene Hunslet Hall Road, Leeds 11

Tue 27 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Wed 28 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

Thu 29 7.45pm Prayer Meeting for Christmas Events

December
Sat 1 7pm Leeds City Mission Christmas Praise

at City Evangelical Church

Tue 4 8pm Carols by Candlelight Speaker:Glyn Williams

Thu 6 1pm Thursday at Two Christmas Special
Speaker:Martin Sellens

Fri 7 4-6pm Asda Chaplaincy

7.45pm Elder/Deacons meeting at 87 Tinshill Road

The next edition of the Church Magazine will be a combined
December/January edition — all items and contributions to Martin Sellens
by Thursday 29th November.

ROTAS
Week ending Cleaning
November3 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh

10 Ruth Holder Ann Mountain Yvonne Chell
17 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams
24 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Rosemary Hilton

December1 Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers Christine Crossley
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For Sunday Flowers
November4 Ruth Barugh 11 Yvonne Chell

18 Kathryn Hibbard 25 Rosemary Hilton
December2 Mavis Mathers

Library
Morning Evening

November4 Phil Leng Mavis Mathers
11 Nigel/Kathryn Anthony/Rosemary Hilton
18 Yvonne Chell Jack/Ruth Rozday
25 Christine Crossley Angela Mathers

December2 Anthony/Rosemary Hilton Phil Leng

MAF News to share

Medical care in Tanzania
Bringing spiritual hope and physical care, Mission Aviation Fellowship uses
light aircraft in developing countries so that people in remote areas can
receive the help they need.

Every month, maf pilots in Tanzania bring a team of nurses from Haydom
Hospital to villages in the surrounding area to run mother-and-child clinics.
The medical safari provides a valuable service to babies, young children and
pregnant women in the most remote villages. Children are given bcg,
tetanus, dpt (diphtheria, whooping cough and tetanus), measles and polio
vaccinations.

Up to 40 villages are visited by road or air each month. Along with 4 static
clinics, the team reached more than 85,000 children and 25,000 mothers last
year.

On one safari, pilot Hansjoerg Schlatter flew the medical team to visit the
villages of Domanga, Harbanqet and Yaida Chini.

In Domanga, immunisations were carried out inside a large hut. Mothers
and children were called forward and the children given the necessary
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vaccinations. One mother, 28-year-old Marresiana, was happy her four-
month-old son could receive dpt and polio immunisations.

As well as being immunised, babies and young children are weighed so their
health can be monitored. The pregnant women are examined by one of the
nurses.

To help meet spiritual needs as well as physical, an evangelist joins the team.
In Domanga, Sebastian Mungue shared a short Gospel message with the
patients, the nurses led a time of prayer and everyone joined together to
sing.

On day two, the team Ÿew to Harbanqet, where Hansjoerg sold Bibles and
copies of John‘s Gospel for a small fee. The people were keen to buy these,
crowding round. Twenty-year-old Neema Petro purchased a Bible. When
asked what she thought about maf she said, •It brings services to the
mothers and children and spreads the Word of God.‘ She also smiled shyly
and said that she was happy to have a Bible and liked it very much.

During each clinic, the nurses provide health education, covering di› erent
subjects including cholera, aids, contraception and malaria.

On the third day, the team Ÿew to Yaida Chini, where malaria is a big
problem. As well as the mother-and-child clinic, they sold mosquito nets
and taught villagers how to hang them properly.

During one of these 3-day safaris, nearly 800 children under 5 are
vaccinated, weighed or receive a check up, and over 100 pregnant women
are treated.

Nurse Bertha Sulle, shares, •The problems can get worse without this
service. If there is no service, the mothers might get problems. This may be
because of the lack of education, or they might have problems in pregnancy,
and without vaccinations people are more likely to get diseases. Flying with
maf helps make journeys easier.‘

MAF is involved at the heart of reaching vulnerable people, whether they
are in spiritual or physical need.
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Diary of Services and Activities
Sunday Prayer Meeting 8.00am

Morning Worship* 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Evening Worship 6.30pm

Holy Communion follows the žrst morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised crèche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age) 7.30pm

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly) 10.15am
Ladies‘ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 7.30pm

venue as announced
Men‘s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.45pm

WednesdayTots‘ Club (term-time) 1.30 - 3.00pm
Followers‘ Prayer Group (fortnightly) 7.30pm

at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens — fortnightly) 2.00pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11) 6.00pm
Missionary Prayer Group (monthly) 7.45pm

at 1 Tinshill Mount
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