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Pastoral Letter ˜ October 2007

”‡but God gave the increase•
(1 Corinthians 3: 6)

We celebrate again God‘s goodness and provision at this time of year — our
own Harvest Thanksgiving Day is Sunday October 7th, at which we shall
have an emphasis on fresh vegetables and flowers. Such offerings fill the
church with a beautiful, living colour. The Bible reminds us time and time
again that any harvest cannot be produced by the hands of human beings.
We can turn the soil over, sow in season, wait patiently, trust for rain and
sun, and then God gives the increase. We should continually praise God for
such loving kindness.

But this also applies to the harvest of souls when they turn in saving faith to
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. Two successive verses in 1 Corinthians 3
emphasise that salvation is of God Himself:- ”I planted, Apollos watered,
but God gave the increase• — v 6 ”So then neither he who plants is anything,
nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase• — v 7. The writer, Paul,
makes it clear that he is talking about the increase in people becoming true
Christians by the new birth, not the physical harvest which we remember
with thanksgiving to God at this time.

In the week commencing 10th September, I attended two meetings where
the work of the speaker had been greatly blessed over many years. The first
speaker was Bill Dyer, who has recently retired from the ministry at
Pontefract Evangelical Church, after nearly 40 years. It was exciting to hear
about the numbers of people turning to Christ at a very fruitful stage. Bill
reported in the Evangelical Times later that in 1982, 40 folk had professed
conversion; in 1984 30 people had professed conversion. For years, about
300 children and young people attended the youth work, with 60
committed leaders. In some measure, the blessing continues to this day.

The roots of the blessing were certainly centred in prayer. ”Christians had
been praying for Pontefract for years and holding open air meetings•, writes
Bill; prayer meetings were held every Saturday night soon after Bill joined,
and later there was at least one prayer meeting every day of the week.
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At that meeting on the Monday, 10th September, the pastors at the
Fraternal were impressed, and praised God for His gracious power in
conversion. But it was noticeable, and perhaps inevitable, that some would
feel what failures they themselves had been. Now, we can learn a lot from a
success story. We can ask ourselves — have we prayed like this? Have we
worked like this? Have we expected God to work like this? But in some
cases, the answer will be ”Yes, we have•. And we have not seen such
increase. Why not? We are thrust back on that text which we know, but
must apply in practice‡ ”but God gave the increase•. A •success‘ story is a
work of our Sovereign God, not a measure of human ability or spirituality
compared with other churches. Put in Bill Dyer‘s own words ”the gracious,
sovereign hand of God was upon the work• and there it must rest. We give
God the glory.

On the Thursday of that same week, we were thrilled and encouraged to
hear of another •success‘ story when Jack and Isa Douglas, of New Tribes
Mission, visited Tinshill. We have known of their work among the Pawaian
tribe of Papua New Guinea for many years, and have taken a prayerful
interest. As it so happens, they too have just retired from this work,
although they plan to go back to the tribe and encourage the believers soon.
Here is a model missionary story. Jack and Isa built their own house in the
tribe; they trusted the Lord for finances; they wrote the tribal language in a
suitable alphabet from scratch. They translated the New Testament and
significant parts of the Old Testament into that language. They used the
•Chronological System‘ of carefully explaining the origins of life, of sin etc
culminating with the coming of Christ, His righteous life, agonising death
for our sins, and glorious resurrection. There was a particularly wonderful
day when God worked in about 70 people and they professed conversion on
that day, and many other conversions to Christ have followed. When Jack
and Isa left in a small plane, a whole crowd of Christians tearfully bade
them farewell.

We can learn a lot about absolute dedication to the work of Christ; trusting
Him in all things; going through all sorts of hardship. Much credit is due to
our friends, but, again, ”it is God who gives the increase•. There have been
missionaries who we have had no reason to believe are any less dedicated to
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the work of Christ, who have given up many things to be engaged in His
work, and yet they have had problems of a severe nature, and have not seen
such a harvest of souls. Why not?

Again, it is because every conversion is a work of our Sovereign God. In any
case, who is to judge fruitfulness except God alone? How many people have
we •influenced‘ who have later turned to Christ and we do not know it? And
might it be, that our lives have •told‘ for Jesus in other ways with everlasting
results. Only Heaven will reveal it.

With praise to God at this harvest time.
Glyn Williams

Holy Land May 15th — 24th 2007
Friday 18th May
Another early start as we were on the coach by 8.00am. Today we travelled
south to Qumran, Masada, the Dead Sea and finally Jericho.

On arrival at Qumran we watched a film presentation of the Essene-like
community that lived here from about 150bc to 70ad, and who were
responsible for producing what we now know as the Dead Sea Scrolls. The
film also showed how the scrolls
were re-discovered in 1947 by a
Bedouin shepherd boy. He threw a
stone to dislodge a goat that had
strayed into a cave. The stone hit an
earthen jar inside which was a scroll,
remarkably well preserved for 1900
years. This resulted in a painstaking
search of the whole area with its
many caves when many more scrolls
were discovered. We were able to see
in the distance the many caves in
the area.

Sitting patiently in the car park was a colourfully adorned camel waiting to
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take people for a ride, but none of
our party was brave enough.

By the time we boarded the coach
again the temperature was 84°f  and
it was only 8.45am. We drove on to
Masada, passing through barren
countryside and seeing groups of
Bedouin tent dwellings and
Bedouins herding their sheep. We
watched another film presentation,
this time of the history of Masada. The Jewish historian Josephus wrote
eloquently about it, but it wasn‘t until 1850 that British explorers identified
its location and, because of its remoteness and inaccessibility, it wasn‘t
excavated until 1963.

Originally made into a fortress about 100bc, it
was really developed by Herod the Great to
use as a bolt hole if needed, but it never was.
He dug huge cisterns into the sides of the
mountain and ducted rainwater from the
surrounding hills to fill them; he built a
massive palace in the centre; he built a
summer villa in three tiers on the sheer rock
face and near by a bath house with sauna
rooms; to support all this he built 15 vast
storerooms where hundreds of grain and
liquid jars were unearthed; and finally, he
surrounded the hill with a double wall with 37
watch towers. As one writer put it, •One needs
to be a little mad to erect a 5 star hotel up

400m. of rock in a total desert‘. (H. J. Richards — Pilgrim to the Holy Land,
1992)

Herod died in 4bc and the Roman army took over Masada, but in the
rebellion of 66ad Jewish partisans captured it, intent on making it the scene
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of their final resistance. They attracted many refugees from Qumran and
other centres from which the Roman army had driven them. They built a
synagogue which remains the oldest in existence and is still used
occasionally to the present day. They resisted five years of siege, but when
they realised the end was near,
rather than become slaves of Rome,
they agreed to die by each other‘s
hands. Josephus tells us that five
children and two women escaped
the mass suicide to tell the story to
the world.

There is a steep and sinuous path up
the mountain but, thankfully, we
ascended in the cable car.

It was very hot on top of the mountain and we were very grateful for the
shaded areas provided. Samer, our guide, took us around the site, pointing
out the places of interest. Paul wrote later in his journal, •I was struck by the
massive size of the whole mountain fortress, the impressive bleakness of the
surrounding wilderness, the ingenuity of the water collection system, the
existence of birds and butterflies at such a height, the impressive partial

reconstruction and the superb Israeli
organisation of the site. One and a
half hours was not long enough to
get to grips with it all‘.

From Masada we drove to the Lot
Hotel on the shores of the Dead
Sea, where we enjoyed a wonderful
buffet lunch. After lunch some of
the party had fun in the Dead Sea
and the hotel swimming pool.

Our next stop was Jericho, the oldest continually inhabited place in the
world. As we drove through the streets it appeared to me to be a rather
scruffy and untidy place. Samer pointed out a sycamore tree, the only one in
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Jericho, which is said to be the tree that Zacchaeus climbed. The coach
stopped for us to view a monastery clinging to the rock face of the Mount of
Transfiguration, at which a few monks still live.

Our final stop of
the day was
Wadi Qelt and
St George‘s
Monastery. To
reach the
viewing area the
coach driver had
to manoeuvre
the coach very
slowly and
carefully along
the narrow and
winding road. In spite of it being in an isolated place, there were a few
Bedouins, including a young boy, waiting to greet us and to persuade us to
purchase their wares — head-dresses, jewellery, etc. The monastery was
imposing even from a distance. As with the previous monastery, a few
monks still live in this large complex of buildings.

After the evening meal we had a get-together in the hotel meeting room, an
opportunity to get to know one another better and to sing and pray
together, giving thanks to God for another delightful and fascinating day.

To be continued
Paul and Christine Crossley

Shoe Boxes
Thank you to all who have contributed to this year‘s Shoe Box Appeal for
people in E.Europe organized through Blythswood. The deadline for
bringing completed shoe boxes to the church is Sunday October 14th — the
boxes will shortly afterwards begin their long journey to E.Europe in time
for Christmas.
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Preaching Plan
Morning Evening

October 7 Martin Sellens Glyn Williams
14 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams
21 Martin Woodier Martin Woodier
28 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams

November 4 Glyn Williams Glyn Williams

Outside Appointments
Do pray for our men as they minister outside the church in the coming
month as follows:-

Thu 11 12.30pm City Evangelical ”Food for Thought• — meal and talk
— (Glyn)

Sun 14 am Preaching at Bethel, Armley — (Jonathan)

Sat 20 2.30pm Torch Trust for the Blind at City Evangelical —
(Martin)

Sun 21 am/pm Preaching at Bethel, Otley — (Glyn)

Sun 28 am Preaching at Bethel, Armley — (Martin)

DIARY
Tue 9 10.15am Second Tuesday Subject: ”Is God still in control?•

7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group at 14 Bedford Drive

Wed 10 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

7.45pm Evangelism Group at 383 Otley Old Road

Thu 11 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: Rodney Steel

7.45pm Prayer Meeting and Bible Study Speaker: Alan Brearley

Sun 14 4.45pm Fellowship Tea before evening service

Tue 16 7.45pm Men‘s Fellowship Speaker: Richard Brown

Thu 18 10—12amAsda chaplaincy
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Fri 19 7.45pm Missionary Prayer Group at 1 Tinshill Mount

Mon 22 am/pm Followers Half Term Special

Tue 23 7.30pm Ladies Prayer Group

Thu 25 2pm Thursday at Two Speaker: David Wood

7.45pm Deputation Meeting
Speaker: Jose Desegovia (EMF — Madrid, Spain)

Wed 31 7.30pm Followers Prayer Group

November
Fri 2 4-6pm Asda chaplaincy

Tue 6 8pm Ladies Craft Evening   Speaker: Margaret Williams

Thu 8 1pm Thursday at Two lunchtime special
Speaker: Glyn Williams

Fri 9 7.45pm Mid Year Monitoring Meeting for Members

Note
If members have any items they want to be considered for the agenda of the
monitoring meeting can you give them to Pastor Glyn Williams by Sunday
28th October please.

The deadline for items for the next edition of the magazine due out on
Sunday 4th November is Thursday October 25th — all contributions to
Martin Sellens please.

Fellowship News
It has been noticeable this week as we enter into October the huge numbers
of fresh-faced students in the City Centre at lunchtime — recently arrived in
the city for their first term at university/college. We remember Tim Hilton
at Reading and Daniel Rozday at York as they begin their courses at
university. Even as I write we are about to embark on a new endeavour
contacting students at Trinity and All Saints College in Horsforth. We have
a stall at the Freshers Fair in the afternoon on October 3rd where welcome
packs will be handed out to every student and then in the evening a
welcome event at church for international students.
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Do pray for this new avenue for outreach and for the impact of the packs
handed out which will contain a sweet, tract and information about the
church.

It was good to welcome Vinny Commons recently to the church who came
to speak about ”The Potter and the Clay• and to demonstrate how to make
a pot as well as speak about how God has worked in his life. A good number
attended and it was a very profitable evening — well done to Rebecca Barugh
and Richard Donoghue who were brave and tried their hand at making a
pot in front of everyone else.

We are looking forward to Harvest and the display this weekend. In
preparation 1000 leaflets have recently been distributed around the
neighbourhood containing Andrew Lolley‘s testimony, a thought from Glyn
and an invitation to the Harvest services — do pray for the impact of the
leaflet in the area.

Jonathan Chell has recently started a new job with the HBOS at their Data
Centre in Copley (near Halifax/Sowerby Bridge) — we are so grateful that
the Lord has provided this job for him. We are eagerly anticipating now the
birth of Jonathan and Yvonne‘s first child — do pray for Yvonne and the
baby as the time for arrival draws near.

Graham Leng has entered a new phase of life having recently accepted early
retirement from BT only to immediately be offered further work from them
on an ongoing project! Pray for Graham as he adjusts to a different way of
life.

Barbara Chell is now living in a care home in Pudsey — we are so grateful to
Barbara for her loyal and active service at Tinshill over  the years and are
pleased she is still able to worship with us and attend Thursday at Two.

As we were going to press Margaret Green was admitted to hospital and
after some serious loss of blood has had to have surgery. We are relieved that
recent surgery appears to have gone well and dealt with the problem. Do
pray for a full recovery and strength for Margaret at this difficult time and
for the family to know the deep peace that the Lord alone can give and
which is so different from that which the world can offer.
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Bringing relief and saving time
Bringing spiritual hope and physical care, Mission Aviation Fellowship uses
light aircraft in developing countries so that people in remote areas can
receive the help they need.

Following severe flooding in Bangladesh, our team has flown staff from
several organisations, enabling them to see how best to co-ordinate their
relief efforts in affected areas. Pilot Chad Tilley has flown for the Red Cross,
Save the Children, Baptist Global Relief, and Friendship.

Millions of people have been affected by the flooding. Many have lost their
homes and are suffering from sickness.

One flight for Friendship combined a flood survey with bringing doctors to
perform eye surgery on people from rural areas. Another flight combined a
survey with flood relief, enabling a delivery of food packets and relief
supplies to communities along the Jamuna River. Friendship staff
distributed food to the local people who have suffered because their crops
and fields have been destroyed by the flood waters.

Chad flew the Country Director and Director of Missions from Assemblies
of God to view the flooding and look at co-ordinating efforts to help those
in need. The flight enabled them to survey areas not previously seen.

Although flood waters slowly began to recede, fresh heavy rainfall has caused
further flooding.

Chad reports, •I went up north to Gaibanda and was shocked to find that
the flood situation is now horribly worse than when we began doing the
flood flights. Areas where I could see land before are now completely
covered in water. I was stunned at how bad the situation was.

•The population within the capital Dhaka has grown numerously because
they are running out of land in the countryside to live on. In the rural areas,
many people have now moved on to the roads and are living on them in
makeshift shacks because their land is underwater.‘

Flights continue to reach areas otherwise cut off.
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In East Timor, our team is establishing a base and waiting for government
approval to register as a non-governmental organisation (ngo). Country
Director and pilot Brad Sinclair and his family have settled in the capital
Dili. A new aircraft arrived earlier this year, ready to begin operations.

Brad writes, •MAF has to date been well received by the ngo community,
the Ministry of Health and the government at large. It‘s encouraging to see
even the communities recognising that the aircraft will assist them.‘

Brad has flown a couple of flights to demonstrate how MAF can help and
serve relief and development agencies. A flight for Caritas to Oecussi saved
staff 12 hours overnight on a ferry. A 30-minute flight to Suai for CARE
International spared staff 7 hours driving over rough roads.

When an unconscious man in Suai was in need of medical attention, Brad
flew him back to Dili where he was taken to hospital. This saved him an
arduous journey by road.

MAF is involved at the heart of reaching vulnerable people, whether they
are in spiritual or physical need.

Supplied by MAF
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Ladies and Girls 12+‡

A date for your diary

”Crafts for Christmas•
Come and make some and take them home with you. Bring a friend.

Tuesday 6th November at 7.45pm



ROTAS
Week ending Cleaning
October 6 Carol Getzels Kathryn Hibbard Deborah Williams

13 Jenny Leng Eva Ng Rosemary Hilton
20 Mavis Mathers Angela Mathers Christine Crossley
27 Margaret Williams Lai San HamiltonAlex Hamilton

November3 Anne Sellens Carole Brearley Ruth Barugh

For Sunday Flowers
October 7 Carol Getzels 14 Eva Ng

21 Christine Crossley 28 Lai San Hamilton
November4 Ruth Barugh

Library
Morning Evening

October 7 Anthony/Rosemary Hilton Christine Crossley
14 Angela Mathers Mavis Mathers
21 Nigel/Kathryn Hibbard Jack/Ruth Rozday
28 Christine Crossley Yvonne Chell

November4 Phil Leng Mavis Mathers
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Thought for the Month
We should all be concerned about the future because
we will have to spend the rest of our lives there.

Charles Kettering

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.

Corrie Ten Boom





Diary of Services and Activities
Sunday Prayer Meeting 8.00am

Morning Worship* 10.30am
Key Club (Children aged 4-11) 10.30am
Evening Worship 6.30pm

Holy Communion follows the žrst morning
and the third evening service each month

*A fully supervised crèche for young children is run in
the church side room during the sermon.

Monday Followers (Young people of secondary school age) 7.30pm

Tuesday Second Tuesday (monthly) 10.15am
Ladies‘ Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) 7.30pm

venue as announced
Men‘s Fellowship (3rd Tuesday monthly) 7.45pm

WednesdayTots‘ Club (term-time) 1.30 - 3.00pm
Followers‘ Prayer Group (fortnightly) 7.30pm

at 68 Moseley Wood Walk

Thursday Thursday at Two (senior citizens — fortnightly) 2.00pm
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 7.45pm

Friday Good News Club (Children aged 5-11) 6.00pm
Missionary Prayer Group (monthly) 7.45pm

at 1 Tinshill Mount
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